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SENATE BI LL 5322

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Berkey, Shin, Haugen, Schoesler, Hobbs, Kilnmer and Marr

Read first tine 01/17/2007. Referred to Conmttee on Hi gher Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to identifying sites and prograns for a four-year
institution of higher education serving the Snohom sh-1sland- Skagit
county region; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the needs of over
ten thousand students are forecast to be unnet by 2025 w thout state
action to inprove access to higher education in the Snohom sh-1I sl and-
Skagit county region. The legislature further finds that the
Snohom sh-1 sl and- Skagit county region needs a four-year conprehensive
institution of higher education to serve the demands of Washington
busi nesses. The legislature further finds that there is no idle
expansi on capacity in public institutions of higher education in the
region. The legislature intends to expedite the devel opnent of a new
four-year conprehensive institution of higher education wth a
pol ytechni cal focus in the Snohom sh-1Isl and-Skagit county region. The
| egi slature further intends that this new institution shall focus on
provi di ng polytechnical baccalaureate degrees in applied science,
engi neering, and applied conputer science, that prepare graduates to
conpete in the gl obal narketplace.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The office of financial nmanagenent shal
assess options and make a reconmmendation on alternative sites and
secure purchase options for an institution of higher education in the
Snohom sh-1sl and- Skagit county region. The office of financial
managenent shall evaluate sites based on, but not limted to, the
followng criteria:

(a) Meeting the unnet baccal aureate needs in the region including
hi gh- demand pr ogram needs;

(b) Accessibility from existing and planned transportation
i nfrastructure;

(c) Availability of land in Everett, Mrysville, and the north
Snohom sh county area;

(d) Whether the parcel size allows flexibility for future growh
and expansi on;

(e) The costs of land acquisition;

(f) Whether the land is inpacted by environnental hazards; and

(g) Meeting the objectives of the nmaster business plan.

(2) The office of financial managenent shall develop specific
operati onal and managenent plans needed to establish the institution,
including but not limted to:

(a) A master business plan for design and inplenentation, including
public-private partnershi ps;

(b) A governance nodel; and

(c) A plan for conprehensive, four-year progranms wth a
pol ytechni cal focus to be offered that addresses regi onal denographic
pressures and wor kf orce needs.

(3) Planning and analysis shall be done in coordination with the
| ocal comunity.

(4) The office of financial managenment  shal | report its
recomendations to the governor and the appropriate conmttees of the
senat e and house of representatives by Decenber 1, 2007.

(5 The office of financial managenent shall contract with an
outside neutral consultant to carry out the provisions of this section.

--- END ---
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