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S-1786.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5754

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Senate Conmttee on Human Services & Corrections (originally
sponsored by Senator Stevens)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 19/07.

AN ACT Relating to creating the children in famlies adm nistration
within the departnment of social and health services; anmending RCW
43. 20A. 010, 43. 20A. 060, 26.44.125, 26.44.220, 28A. 300.800, 72.05.435,
74.13.570, and 74.13.660; adding a new section to chapter 43. 20A RCW
and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds it is necessary to
realign Washington's child welfare system fromtine to tine, as nore
informati on becones available about the types of evidence-based and
energing practices that keep Washington's famlies strong and heal t hy.
The legislature intends to clarify the mssion and focus of the
adm ni stration within the departnent of social and health services that
is primarily responsible for the delivery of services to famlies,
children, and youth so that <children and youth wll have safe,
per mmnent hones and so that famlies wll be better supported in their
efforts to care for and parent their own children, whenever possible.
The | egi sl ature believes that clear and specific |egislative direction,
setting out the inportance of collaboration with the community and how
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services to famlies, adolescents, and children nust be provided, wll
help to provide a strong foundation for a nore efficient and effective
agency.

The | egi sl ature expects the new children in famlies adm nistration
to cooperate with comunities to deliver services and to prevent child
abuse and neglect, to provide intervention services early to preserve
the famly when high-risk situations are identified, and to provide
effective services to protect children and strengthen famlies when
child abuse and negl ect have occurred.

The legislature intends that the new children in famlies
adm nistration work with conmunity partners, including foster parents,
to provide services to support the efforts of famlies to care for and
parent their own children safely, protect abused and neglected
children, and provide quality care and permanent famlies for children.
The legislature intends that the new admnistration work with famlies
to create opportunities to strengthen the parent-child relationshinp,
encour age soci al behaviors that connect parents to beneficial comunity
resources, and elimnate practices that are unsafe for children and
yout h. The new admi nistration's responsibility will include working
with community partners to pronote safe and stable placenents of
children, facilitate the delivery of appropriate treatnent services to
famlies and their children, help to connect youth to appropriate
services, inprove foster parent training and support, and help to
mai nt ai n connecti ons between siblings in out-of-honme placenent.

The legislature finds that confidence in governnment is critical to
achieving the goals of the mssion and that confidence is built by
establishing accountability for providing needed services to famlies,
children, and youth. The legislature finds that a clear mssion wl|
help the new admnistration fulfill the responsibility of protecting
children, helping their parents, and finding famlies for children, in
a cost-effective manner. The legislature intends that the | eadership
of the new adm nistration be held accountable to produce results, based
upon the legislature's articulation of the agency's m ssion and goal s.
The | egi sl ature al so encourages the new adm nistration to recogni ze the
critical nature of fostering a sense of enployee satisfaction and
achi evenment in doing the inportant work of the adm nistration.
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PART 1
CHI LDREN I N FAM LI ES ADM NI STRATI ON

Sec. 101. RCW 43.20A. 010 and 1989 1st ex.s. ¢ 9 s 211 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

The departnent of social and health services is designed to
integrate and coordinate all those activities involving provision of
care for individuals who, as a result of their economc, social or
health condition, require financial assistance, institutional care

rehabilitation or other social and health services. In order to
provide for maxi mum efficiency of operation consistent wth neeting the
needs of those served or affected, the departnent wll enconpass

substantially all of the powers, duties and functions vested by | aw on
June 30, 1970, in the departnent of public assistance, the departnent
of institutions, the veterans' rehabilitation council and the division
of vocat i onal rehabilitation of the coordinating council on
occupational educati on. The departnment wll ((eenrcern—tselHf—wth
changi-ng——soctal—needs;—and—wH-)) expedite the developnent and

i npl ementation of prograns designed to achieve its goals. I n
furtherance of this policy, it 1is generally the ((}legistative))
legislature's intent to set forth ((enrky)) the broad outline of the
structure of the departnent, |eaving specific details of its interna
organi zati on and managenent to those charged with its adm nistration.

Sec. 102. RCW 43.20A. 060 and 1989 1st ex.s. ¢ 9 s 213 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

The departnment of social and health services shall be subdivided
into divisions and adm nistrations, including a division of vocational
rehabilitation and the children in famlies adm nistration. Except as
ot herwi se specified or as federal requirenents may differently require,
t hese divisions and adm nistrations shall be established and organi zed
in accordance with plans to be prepared by the secretary and approved
by the governor. |In preparing such plans, the secretary shall endeavor
to pronote efficient public managenent, to inprove progranms, and to
take full advantage of the econonmi es, both fiscal and adm nistrative,
to be gained from the consolidation of the departnents of public
assi stance, institutions, the veterans' rehabilitation council, and the
di vision of vocational rehabilitation of the coordinating council on
occupati onal educati on.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 103. A new section is added to chapter 43.20A
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The mssion of the children in famlies admnistration is to
coordinate and work with the community, including foster parents, to
devel op services and progranms designed to prevent child abuse and
neglect, to support the efforts of famlies to care for and parent
their owm children safely, to strengthen famlies when child abuse and
negl ect have occurred, to provide intervention services early designed
to preserve the famly when high-risk situations are identified, to
provide effective services to protect abused and neglected children
and to ensure permanent famlies for children. The adm nistration
must, either directly or through interagency agreenments or contracts
wWith service providers in |ocal comunities:

(a) Pronote safe and stable placenents of children

(b) Facilitate the delivery of appropriate treatment services to
famlies and their children;

(c) Help connect youth to appropriate services;

(d) Inprove foster parent recruitnent, retention, training, and
support; and

(e) Help mintain connections between siblings in out-of-hone
pl acenent .

(2) The admnistration nust, wthin available funds, offer or
contract with service providers who offer evidence-based prograns or
practices, as well as prom sing practices, in such areas as substance
abuse treatnment, nental health services, donestic violence treatnent,
parent-child interaction therapy, and parenting cl asses.

(3) If the workload for the admnistration's social workers reaches
a level in which the focus of the social workers' attention in a
particular office shifts away from the priority work of conducting
social work in the field, the adm nistration may hire support staff to
fulfill such functions as:

(a) Providing in-office support that does not require the | evel of
education and training of a social worker, such as providing
transportation, gathering docunents, delivering information, and ot her
adm ni strative functions;

(b) Assisting with court discovery requests and public disclosure
requests; and
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(c) Providing in-hone services to famlies to teach basic skills
necessary to better care for their children.

(4) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this
section unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(a) "Prom sing practice" neans a practice that presents, based on
prelimnary information, potential for becomng a research-based or
consensus- based practi ce.

(b) "Evidence-based" neans a program or practice that has had
multiple site, random controlled trials across heterogeneous
popul ati ons denonstrating that the programor practice is effective for
t he popul ati on.

PART 2
REFERENCES TO CHI LDREN I N FAM LI ES ADM NI STRATI ON

Sec. 201. RCW 26.44.125 and 1998 c¢ 314 s 9 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) A person who is nanmed as an all eged perpetrator after Cctober
1, 1998, in a founded report of child abuse or neglect has the right to
seek review and anmendnent of the finding as provided in this section.

(2) Wthin twenty cal endar days after receiving witten notice from
t he departnent under RCW 26.44.100 that a person is naned as an all eged
perpetrator in a founded report of child abuse or neglect, he or she
may request that the departnent review the finding. The request nust
be made in witing. If a request for reviewis not nmade as provided in
this subsection, the alleged perpetrator nay not further challenge the
finding and shall have no right to agency review or to an adjudicative
hearing or judicial review of the finding.

(3) Upon receipt of a witten request for review, the departnment
shall review and, if appropriate, may anmend the finding. Managenent
| evel staff within the ((ehiHdren-—s)) children in famlies
adm ni strati on designated by the secretary shall be responsible for the
review. The review nust be conducted in accordance with procedures the
departnent establishes by rule. Upon conpletion of the review, the
departnment shall notify the alleged perpetrator in witing of the
agency's determ nati on. The notification nust be sent by certified
mail, return receipt requested, to the person's |ast known address.
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(4) If, follow ng agency review, the report remains founded, the
person named as the alleged perpetrator in the report nmay request an
adj udicative hearing to contest the finding. The adjudicative
proceeding is governed by chapter 34.05 RCW and this section. The
request for an adjudicative proceeding nust be filed within thirty
cal endar days after receiving notice of the agency review
determnation. If a request for an adjudicative proceeding is not nade
as provided in this subsection, the alleged perpetrator may not further
chal  enge the finding and shall have no right to agency review or to an
adj udi cative hearing or judicial review of the finding.

(5 Reviews and hearings conducted wunder this section are
confidential and shall not be open to the public. I nf or mati on about
reports, reviews, and hearings nmay be disclosed only in accordance with
federal and state laws pertaining to child welfare records and child
protective services reports.

(6) The departnment nmay adopt rules to inplenent this section.

Sec. 202. RCW 26.44.220 and 2005 c 345 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Wthin existing resources, the departnent shall develop a
curriculumdesigned to train staff of the departnent's ((ehiHdren-s))
children in famlies adm ni strati on who assess or provide services to
adol escents on how to screen and respond to referrals to child
protective services when those referrals may involve victins of abuse
or negl ect between the ages of eleven and eighteen. At a mninmm the
curricul um devel oped pursuant to this section shall include:

(a) Review of relevant l|aws and regulations, including the
requi rement that the departnent investigate conplaints if a parent's or
caretaker's actions result in serious physical or enotional harm or
present an immnent risk of serious harmto any person under eighteen;

(b) Review of policies of the departnent's ((ehitdren-s)) children
in famlies admnistration that require assessnent and screening of
abuse and neglect referrals on the basis of risk and not age;

(c) Explanation of safety assessnment and risk assessnent nodel s;

(d) Case studies of situations in which the departnent has received
reports of alleged abuse or neglect of older children and adol escents;

(e) Discussion of best practices in screening and responding to
referrals involving older children and adol escents; and
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(f) Discussion of how abuse and neglect referrals related to
adol escents are investigated and when | aw enforcenent nust be notifi ed.

(2) As it develops its curriculum pursuant to this section, the
departnent shall request that the office of the famly and children's
onbudsman revi ew and coment on its proposed training materials. The
departnent shall consider the coments and recomendations of the
office of the famly and children's onbudsman as it develops the
curriculumrequired by this section

(3) The departnment shall conplete the curriculummaterials required
by this section no |ater than Decenber 31, 2005.

(4) Wthin existing resources, the departnent shall incorporate
training on the curriculum devel oped pursuant to this section into
existing training for child protective services workers who screen
intake calls, ((ehitdren-s)) children in famlies admnistration staff
responsi bl e for assessing or providing services to older children and
adol escents, and all new enpl oyees of the ((ehitdren-s)) children in
famlies admnistration responsi ble for assessing or providing services
to older children and adol escents.

Sec. 203. RCW 28A.300.800 and 2002 ¢ 326 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Wthin existing resources, the departnment of social and health
services, in cooperation with the office of the superintendent of
public instruction, shall convene a working group to prepare a plan for
the legislature which addresses educational stability and continuity
for school-age children who enter into short-term foster care. The
wor ki ng group shall be conprised of representatives from

(a) The ((ehitdren-s)) children in famlies adm nistration of the
departnment of social and health services;

(b) The special education, transportation, and apportionnment
di visions of the office of the superintendent of public instruction;

(c) The Washington state institute for public policy;

(d) School districts;

(e) Organizations that regularly advocate for foster children;

(f) Foster parents; and

(g Oher individuals with related expertise as deened appropriate
by the working group.
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(2)(a) The working group shall develop a plan for assuring that the
best interests of the child are a primary consideration in the school
pl acenent of a child in short-termfoster care. The plan nust:

(i) Determ ne the current status of school placenent for children
pl aced in short-termfoster care;

(1i) ldentify options and possible funding sources from existing
resources which could be nade avail able to assure that children placed
in short-termfoster care are able to remain in the school where they
were enrolled prior to placenent;

(ii1) Submt recommendations to the legislature by Novenber 1,
2002, to assure the best interest of the child receives primary
consideration in school placenment decisions.

(b) The plan shall be devel oped within existing resources.

Sec. 204. RCW 72.05.435 and 1998 c¢ 269 s 15 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent shall establish by rule a policy for the conmon
use of residential group hones for juvenile offenders under the
jurisdiction of the juvenile rehabilitation admnistration and the
((ehiHdren—s)) children in famlies adm nistration.

(2) A juvenile confined under the jurisdiction of the juvenile
rehabilitation adm nistration who is convicted of a class A felony is
not eligible for placement in a comunity facility operated by
((ehitdren—s)) children in famlies admnistration that houses
juveniles who are not under the jurisdiction of juvenile rehabilitation
adm ni stration unl ess:

(a) The juvenile is housed in a separate living unit solely for
juveni |l e of fenders;

(b) The community facility is a specialized treatnent program and
the youth is not assessed as sexually aggressive under RCW 13. 40. 470;
or

(c) The community facility is a specialized treatnent programthat
houses one or nore sexually aggressive youth and the juvenile is not
assessed as sexual |y vul nerabl e under RCW 13. 40. 470.

Sec. 205. RCW 74.13.570 and 2005 ¢ 93 s 2 are each anended to read

as follows:
(1) The departnent shall establish an oversight commttee conposed
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of staff fromthe ((ehitdren-s)) children in famlies admnistration of
the departnment, the office of the superintendent of public instruction,
t he hi gher education coordinating board, foster youth, forner foster
yout h, foster parents, and advocacy agencies to develop strategies for
mai ntai ning foster children in the schools they were attending at the
time they entered foster care and to pronpote opportunities for foster
youth to participate in postsecondary education or training.

(2) The duties of the oversight commttee shall include, but are
not limted to:

(a) Devel oping strategies for school-based recruitnent of foster
hones;

(b) Monitoring the progress of current pilot projects that assist
foster children to continue attending the schools they were attending
at the time they entered foster care;

(c) Overseeing the expansion of the nunber of pilot projects;

(d) Pronoting the use of best practices, throughout the state,
denonstrated by the pilot projects and other prograns relating to
mai ntai ning foster children in the schools they were attending at the
time they entered foster care;

(e) Informng the legislature of the status of efforts to nmaintain
foster children in the schools they were attending at the tinme they
entered foster care;

(f) Assessing the scope and nature of statew de need anong current
and former foster youth for assistance to pursue and participate in
post secondary education or training opportunities;

(g) ldentifying avail able sources of funding available in the state
for services to fornmer foster youth to pursue and participate in
post secondary education or training opportunities;

(h) Reviewing the effectiveness of activities in the state to
support fornmer foster youth to pursue and participate in postsecondary
education or training opportunities;

(1) ldentifying new activities, or existing activities that should
be nodified or expanded, to best neet statew de needs; and

(j) Reviewing on an ongoing basis the progress toward i nproving
educational and vocational outcones for foster youth.

Sec. 206. RCW 74.13.660 and 2006 ¢ 353 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

p. 9 SSB 5754
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Under the foster parent critical support and retention program
foster parents who care for sexually reactive children, physically
assaultive children, or children with other high-risk behaviors shal
receive:

(1) Availability at any tinme of the day or night to address
specific concerns related to the identified child,

(2) Assessnent of risk and devel opnent of a safety and supervi sion
pl an;

(3) Honme-based foster parent training utilizing evidence-based
nodel s; and

(4) Referral to relevant community services and training provided
by the local ((ehitdren-s)) children in famlies adm nistration office
or conmmunity agenci es.

PART 3
M SCELLANEQUS PROVI SI ONS

NEW SECTION. Sec. 301. Part headings used in this act are not any
part of the | aw.

~-- END ---
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