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S-1073.1

SENATE BI LL 5803

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Murray, Haugen, Swecker, Kastana, Jacobsen and Kohl-Wel |l es

Read first tinme 02/01/2007. Referred to Conmmittee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to authorizing the <creation of regiona
transportation comm ssions; amending RCW 47.80. 020, 47. 80. 060,
81.104.080, 81.104.090, 81.112.080, 47.56.030, 81.104.040, 82.80.005,
82. 14. 430, 82.80.100, 82.80.120, 81.100.030, 47.56.031, 47.56.075, and
81. 112. 030; reenacting and anmendi ng RCW 81. 100. 060; addi ng new secti ons
to chapter 36.120 RCW adding a new chapter to Title 36 RCW creating
new sections; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

PART |
DECLARATI ON OF PCLI CY AND PURPGSE

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 101. FI NDI NGS AND DECLARATI ON OF PCLICY. The
| egislature finds that:

(1) The absence of wunified regional transportation governance,
pl anni ng, funding, and prioritization has resulted in a road and
transit systemthat is inadequate for the current and future needs of
the state, particularly in dense urban regions. There is a severe
strain on regional transportation systens that is clearly noticeable
t hrough several inportant indicators, including congestion. Continued
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popul ation and transportation demand growh has created a | oom ng
regional transportation crisis caused in part by a history of under
fundi ng transportation.

(2) The existing approach to transportation governance has left the
state with a struggle to nmintain deteriorating transportation
infrastructure, insufficient road and transit capacity, an inconsistent
system for planning and funding transportation, i nsufficient
cooperation anong transportation jurisdictions, and reduced public
confidence in governnmental ability to solve transportation problens.

(3) An overly localized and insufficient focus on regi onal needs,
particularly on large and nultijurisdictional projects, have caused
costly delays in constructing new transit and highway systens.
Regi onal transportation projects nust be effectively prioritized on a
uni fied basis, but this has not occurred because there is no regional
governnmental entity responsible for prioritizing regional projects
across geographic lines and nodes.

(4) There 1is an inadequate connection between transportation
demand, |and use planning, and transportation planning, which also
causes costly delays in neeting transportation demand. No gover nnent al
entity views the systemc needs of the entire region, and
prioritization of those needs, as its primary responsibility.

(5) The lack of transportation demand/ capacity managenent, pricing
coordination, mass transit, and coordinated transportati on governance
islimting the nobility of both people and goods in the state.

(6) Most transit systens were initially devel oped to provide | ocal
service, but are now forced to play a large role in regional
transportation networks. Effective transportation planning in
ur bani zed regions requires stronger and clearer lines of responsibility
and accountability. Integrated, multinodal transportation planning and
prioritization will help reduce transportation congestion and inprove
security and safety, and that streamined decision making wll help
reduce political congestion.

(7) The coordinated planning of, investnent in, and operation of
transportation systens will have significant benefit to the citizens of

Washington, and it is the wll of the people to fund regional
transportation solutions, including inproving transit service in
urbani zed areas and anong nultiple transit agencies. Equity
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considerations mnust be respected, but transportation problens are
broader and deeper than the sum of geographi c subareas.

(8 Qur current system of transportation governance delivers
i nadequate results, and requires fundanental system c change to neet
our state's transportation needs.

(9) Accordingly, the policy of the state of Washington is to all ow
the formation of regional transportation conm ssions as regional
transportation governing entities nore directly accountable to the
public, to coordinate and prioritize regional transportation planning,
to fund regional nobility projects, and to develop and i nplenment
integrated regional transportation demand, capacity, pricing, and
operating sol utions.

PART 11
DEFI NI TI ONS

NEW SECTION. Sec. 201. DEFIN TIONS. The definitions in this
section apply throughout this chapter unless the context <clearly
requi res otherw se.

(1) "Regional transportation comm ssion"” or "conm ssion" nmeans a
muni ci pal corporation created under this chapter or the board of
comm ssi oners of the nunicipal corporation.

(2) "Conponent county" nmeans a county included in the jurisdiction
of a regional transportation comm ssion.

(3) "Departnent” neans the departnent of transportation.

(4) "Local elected official”™ neans an individual who has been
el ected to serve as a nmayor, executive, council nmenber, or comm ssioner
for a county, city, town, or port wthin a regional transportation
comm ssion's geographi c area.

(5 "Mobility project” neans the design, financing, construction,
operation, and mai ntenance of a road, street, highway, high-occupancy
vehicle | ane, ranp, parking facility, vehicle pullout, signal, neter,
or other transportation system nanagenent inprovenent or public
transportation facility, including equipnent.

(6) "Mobility project of regional significance” neans a nobility
project, other than a public transportation facility or public
transportation equi pnent, that connects or serves two or nore counties
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or that a conm ssion otherw se designates as having major significance
to regional transportation.

(7) "Policy advisory board" neans a body convened by the conm ssion
under section 304 of this act.

(8) "Public transportation”™ neans the transport of passengers,
their incidental baggage, and packages, together with the necessary
passenger termnals and parking facilities or other properties
necessary for passenger and vehicular access to and from these
peopl e- novi ng syst ens. "Public transportation” includes, wthout
limtation, buses, vans, trolleys, and rail-based transit. "Public
transportation” does not include personal vehicles, chartered buses,
si ght seeing buses, taxicabs regulated under chapter 81.72 RCW or
simlar nmeans of conveyance, or Washington state ferries.

(9) "Public transportation of regional significance" nmeans public
transportation that connects or serves two or nore counties or that a
comm ssion otherwi se designates as having major significance to
r egi onal transportation. "Public transportation of r egi onal
significance" includes all public transportation of a regional transit
authority that includes nore than one county.

(10) "Public transportation agency" means any muni ci pal
cor porati on, state depart nent or agency, or ot her entity,
instrunentality, or division, or affiliate that owns or operates public
transportation. "Public transportation agency" includes, wthout

[imtation, regional transit authorities and the departnent.

(11) "Regional nobility investnent plan” or "plan" nmeans a regional
mobility investnent plan prepared in accordance with section 305 of
this act.

PART 111
REG ONAL TRANSPORTATI ON COWM SSI ON

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 301. FORMATI ON AND EXPANSION. (1) A regiona
transportation comm ssion nay be created in an area coterm nous wth
t he nonover | appi ng boundaries of two or nore contiguous counties, where
the total population of the formation counties exceeds one mllion
based on the nost recent official population estimtes published by the
of fice of financial nmanagenent.
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(2) A regional transportation commssion may be created by
resolution of the legislative authorities of each of the two or nore
conti guous counties referenced in subsection (1) of this section, and
a regional transportation comm ssion nust be authorized to exercise the
powers granted in section 303 of this act on the first day of January
followng the appointnent and election of its initial board of
comm ssioners. Only one regional transportation conm ssion may exi st
in any county or counti es.

(3) Any county with a popul ati on exceedi ng four hundred thousand,
whi ch participates in a netropolitan planning organization that has a
menber county with a popul ati on exceeding one mllion and that does not
pass a resolution to forma regional transportation conmm ssion, iS not
eligible to receive funds fromthe urban arterial trust account created
in RCW47.26.080 or the transportation inprovenment account created in
RCW 47.26.084. A county is eligible for funding under this section for
ni nety days after the effective date of this act.

(4) A regional transportation comm ssion is a nunicipal corporation
and possesses all the wusual corporate powers as well as all other
powers conferred by statute.

(5) A regional transportation comm ssion is an independent taxing
authority within the nmeaning of Article VII, section 1 of the state
Constitution, and a taxing district within the neaning of Article VI,
section 2 of the state Constitution.

(6) A regional transportation conmm ssion may be expanded to include
addi tional contiguous counties if the commi ssion and the |egislative
authority of every county in the proposed expanded conm ssion adopts a
resolution authorizing the expanded comm ssion. At |east sixty days
bef ore adopting a resol ution approving expansi on, the comm ssion shal
adopt policies governing the expansion process and integration of new
counties into the existing conmm ssion.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 302. GOVERNANCE. (1) A board of comm ssioners
consisting of fifteen nonpartisan comm ssioners shall govern a regi onal
transportati on comm ssion.

(2) Conmm ssioners are apportioned and el ected as fol |l ows:

(a) Six conm ssioners appointed by the governor with the consent of
the senate. The governor's appoi ntnments shoul d i nclude individuals who
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have experience in regional transportation issues and are experienced
in the design, construction, operation, maintenance, or financing of
public transportation and nobility projects;

(b) Nine comm ssioners apportioned to nine geographical districts
and el ected on a nonpartisan basis. Each comm ssioner representing a
district nmust be a registered voter residing wthin that district.
Initial apportionnment and establishnment of district lines nust be
determ ned by the governor within thirty days of the formation of a
regional transportation conmm ssion according to the requirenents in (c)
of this subsection. Subsequent reapportionnment and drawi ng of district
lines nust be conducted by the W shington state redistricting
commi ssion during its decennial redistricting operations under Article
1, section 43 of the state Constitution;

(c) Each district nust contain a popul ation, excluding nonresident
mlitary personnel, as equal as practicable to the population of any
other district. To a reasonable extent, each district nust contain
contiguous territory, be conpact and convenient, and be separated from
adjoining districts by natural geographic barriers, artificial
barriers, or political subdivision boundari es.

(3) Comm ssioners shall serve six-year terns of office, except that
three of the initially elected conm ssioners representing a district
shall serve a two-year term of office and three of the initially
el ected conm ssioners representing a district shall serve four-year
terms. The governor shall designate which districts have conm ssioners
that serve two-year, four-year, and six-year terns. The first election
for comm ssioners nust be held at the general election followng the
formati on of a conm ssion, consistent with Title 29A RCW

(4) The governor shall appoint a chair every three years from anong
the six regi on-w de appoi nted conm ssi oners.

(5) Vacancies in positions appoi nted by the governor nust be filled
by appoi ntnment of the governor. Vacancies in elected positions nust be
filled by a person approved by a mjority of the remaining
comm ssioners who shall serve until the vacancy is filled at the next
general election held nore than one hundred eighty days after the date
the vacancy is filled on an interim basis. The person appointed to
fill a vacancy shall serve for the remainder of the unexpired term of
the office to which he or she was appoi nt ed.
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(6) If a comm ssioner is appointed by the governor, the governor
shall only renove that conmm ssioner for malfeasance or m sfeasance in
of fice.

(7) If a commssion is forned and the geographic area of that
commi ssion includes a county or counties that are within the area of a
regional transportation investnent district, the comm ssion shal
assune all rights, powers, and obligations of that district wth
respect to the portion of the district within that county or those
counties under chapter 36.120 RCW and the regional transportation
investnment district will no |longer have jurisdiction within that area.
If a commssion is forned that has a geographical area that is
substantially equivalent to an existing regional transportation
investnment district, that district dissolves upon the creation of the
comm ssion, and all rights, powers, and obligations of the district are
transferred to the conm ssion as successor to the district.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 303. POAERS AND PURPCSES. (1) A regional
transportati on conmm ssi on may:

(1) Prepare, adopt, and inplenment a regional nobility investnent
pl an for highways, streets, roads, and public transportation that wl|
serve the residents of the region, and anend the plan to neet changed
conditions and requirenments. In inplenenting the plan, the conm ssion
may: Levy, inpose, collect, and spend taxes, user fees, tolls, and
charges; receive and spend state, federal, and private funds; and | end
and grant funds to public transportation agencies, cities, counties,
other local governnents, and the departnent for the purposes of
pl anni ng, designing, constructing, operating, or nmaintaining nobility
projects, including, without limtation, public transportation;

(2) Establish routes and classes of service, fix rates, tolls,
fares, and charges for public transportation services or routes that
constitute public transportation of regional significance, and inpose
transportation inpact fees on public and private devel opnents that have
a material inpact on the wuse of nobility projects of regional
signi ficance;

(3) Establish a programfor interconnecting fares, schedul es, and
transfers on trips using two or nore public transportati on agencies for
public transportation or public transportation routes that constitute
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public transportation of regional significance, and require the
participation of public transportation agencies in that program

(4) Establish a procedure requiring that bond issues, taxes, user
fees, tolls, or charges that (a) require voter approval, for public
transportation or nobility projects located within the comm ssion's
geogr aphi ¢ boundaries and (b) constitute nobility projects of regional
significance or public transportation of regional significance, be
approved by the conm ssion before placing those bond or revenue
measures on a ballot for voter approval. Bond issues, property taxes,
and excise taxes for public transportation or nobility projects that do
not constitute nobility projects of regional significance shall not
requi re a conmm ssion's approval before being placed on the ballot;

(5) Prioritize all state transportation projects wthin the
commi ssion's borders and the order in which state transportation funds
for mobility projects within the comm ssion's borders are expended, and
receive state funds, and control their disbursenment, for nobility
projects within the conm ssion's geographic area,;

(6) Serve as the regional transportation planning organization for
the area wthin the commssion's borders and, if designhated or
redesi gnated under federal l|law, serve as the netropolitan planning
organi zation for the comm ssion's geographic area. A conm ssion has
all the powers and responsibilities of a regional transportation
pl anni ng organi zation described wunder chapter 47.80 RCW The
comm ssion is the | ead planning agency for planning under chapter 47.80
RCW unless the conm ssion designates another |lead agency for a
speci fied project;

(7) Unless the comm ssion designates another |ead agency for a
specified project, act as the state environnental policy act (SEPA)
| ead agency, as defined in WAC 197-11-758, under chapter 43.21C RCWfor
any project included in a regional nobility investnent plan. Unl ess
t he comm ssi on desi gnates anot her | ead agency for a specified project,
a regional transportation comm ssion shall act as the SEPA | ead agency
for projects in a regional nmobility investnment plan that are not
included in the plan as part of public transportation agency or | ocal
jurisdiction plans;

(8) Enploy or contract with engineering, legal, financial, or other
enpl oyees, specialized personnel, or consultants as necessary to
acconplish the purposes of the comm ssion;

SB 5803 p. 8
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(9) Exercise all other powers necessary and appropriate to carry
out its responsibilities including, without limtation, the power to
sue and be sued, to enter into contracts, and to acquire, own, and
transfer real and personal property and property rights by |ease,
subl ease, purchase, or sale. A commssion may also sell, |ease,
convey, or otherwi se dispose of any real or personal property or
property rights no | onger necessary or desirable for the conduct of the

affairs of the comm ssion. However, a regional transportation
commi ssion may not own, operate, construct, or nmaintain nobility
projects or public transportation assets, but shall contract or

ot herwi se provide for such ownership, operation, construction, or
mai nt enance to be carried out by other public or private entities;

(10) Determ ne and establish the tolls and charges for any or al
bri dges, highways, |anes, and roads within the conm ssion's geographic
ar ea. Any determ nation and establishnment of tolls and charges for
bri dges, highways, |anes, roads, and other facilities are not subject
to legislative or Washington state transportation conm ssion approval
under RCW 47.56.031, 47.56.075, and 47.46. 100. Thi s subsection does
not apply to the transportation commssion's authority regarding
Washi ngton state ferries under RCW 47.56. 030;

(11) Exercise the duties and responsibilities of any regional
transportation investnent district wwthin the comm ssion's geographic
area. |f approved by the governor and necessary | ocal parties under 23
US C Sec. 134, the commssion shall be the netropolitan planning
organi zation for the region to pronote consistency Dbetween
transportation inprovenents and state and |ocal planned growth and
econom ¢ devel opnent patterns;

(12) Enter into interlocal agreenents or agreenents wth |ocal
governnments, the state, or the federal governnment regarding the
establ i shnent, conposition, and responsibilities of a policy advisory
board under section 304 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 304. POLICY ADvVISORY BQOARD. (1) Each
comm ssion shall create a policy advisory board to provide a forum for
state, regional, and l|local officials, transportation providers, and
private citizens to deliberate issues that affect transportation
pl anni ng, prioritization, and funding wthin the commssion's

p. 9 SB 5803
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boundari es. The comm ssion shall develop procedures governing the
policy advisory board's duties, procedures, and formal review of plans
and prograns.

(2) The comm ssion shall determne the conposition and
responsibilities of the policy advisory board, including any functions
necessary to conply with federal |Iaw as directed by a federal agency.
The policy advisory board nust contain at |east fifteen voting nenbers,
but no nore than thirty-one voting nenbers, all appointed by the
conmi ssi on. Menbers should include |ocal el ected officials,
representatives of public transportation agencies, representatives of
private sector transportation and shipping industries, private
citizens, and representatives of mmajor enployers within the region
Any nmenbers of the state house of representatives or senate whose
districts are wholly or partly within the boundaries of the conm ssion
are ex officio, nonvoting policy advisory board nenbers, but nmay stil
be appoi nted as voting board nenbers by the comm ssion. Menbers of a
comm ssion may al so be appointed as policy advisory board nenbers, and
el ected conm ssioners who serve on a policy advisory board are deened
local elected officials for the purposes of this section. If a
comm ssi on contains a conponent county with a popul ation greater than
one mllion, then the policy advisory board' s voting nenbers nust
i nclude representatives fromeach of the comm ssion area's four |argest
port districts as neasured by gross revenues.

(3) The policy advisory board shall formally review and conment on
the regional nobility investnent plan, the transportation inprovenent
program prepared to conply with applicable federal |aw, and other
transportation planning docunents relevant to the region before
adoption and inplenentation by the conm ssion. The policy advisory
board shall hold at |east one public hearing before issuing fornmal
comments on a transportation inprovenent program

(4) The policy advisory board is an advisory body to the
conmi ssi on. If required by a federal agency, the conmm ssion may
provide that a transportation inprovenent programfor federal purposes
be approved by the policy advisory board and that the policy advisory
board serve as the policy board of a netropolitan planning organization
under 23 U. S.C. Sec. 134 and 23 C.F.R Part 450.

SB 5803 p. 10
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 305. REG ONAL MOBILITY | NVESTMENT PLAN. (1)
The comm ssion shall prepare a regional nobility investnent plan for
roads and transit that creates a prioritized list of regional nobility
projects and public transportation projects that will be funded in
whol e or in part by or through the regional transportati on comm ssion,
the state, the federal governnent, or private sources. The plan nust
also identify which funding sources, as authorized by this chapter,
will be levied, inposed, or otherwise authorized to carry out the
projects identified in the regional nobility investnent plan.

(2) An initial plan nust be placed on a general election ballot for

el ector approval. If a myjority of the electors voting on the plan
vote in favor of it, the conm ssion may inplenment nmeasures contained in
the plan. The ballot title nust reference the regional nobility

i nvestment plan. However, if a regional transportation comm ssion is
formed within two years after voter approval of a ballot neasure under
RCW 36. 120. 040, 36.120.070, and 36.120.080, the conm ssion, wthout the
need for additional voter approval, shall adopt those voter-approved
pl ans as the regional transportation plan. The comm ssion may submt
subsequent plans for voter approval at general or special elections
that the conm ssion determ nes as appropri ate.

(3) Municipal corporations within a conm ssion's borders, including
regional transit authorities, nmay request that the comm ssion
incorporate, in the regional nobility investnment plan, any |ocal plans
or proposed nobility projects, or both, together with taxes, user fees,
tolls, and charges to finance those projects. Vot er approval of a
regional nmobility investnent plan that includes |ocal plans or proposed
mobility projects, or both, constitutes the necessary voter approva
for (a) the local plans and projects and (b) the levy, inposition, or
aut hori zation of the local taxes, tolls, charges, and user fees by the
muni ci pal corporations. The conm ssion shall establish procedures for
the inclusion of |ocal plans, proposed projects, taxes, and user fees
in the regional nobility investnent plan. The policy advisory board
may decline to include any |ocal plans, projects, taxes, tolls,
charges, or user fees in the regional nobility investnent plan.

(4) After a regional nobility investnent plan has received voter
approval, a two-thirds majority of the policy advisory board may anend
any aspect of the plan including, without limtation, the regiona
project list and prioritization of projects included in the plan, and
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may redirect the expenditure of taxes, user fees, tolls, and charges.
The plan may al so be anended in any respect by a najority vote of the
electors of the commssion, if the anmendnents are proposed to the
electors by a mpjority of the policy advisory board. A | ocal
jurisdiction or transit agency shall not redirect taxes or fees
approved by voters as part of a regional nobility investnent plan
w thout the approval of a two-thirds majority of the conmm ssion, but
may redirect the taxes or fees if approved by the conm ssion.

(5) Before adoption, approval, or anmendnent of a regional nobility
i nvestnent plan, the comm ssion shall review any recommendati ons of the
policy advisory board and hold at |east one public hearing in each
conponent county to allow citizens, public agencies, freight shippers,
provi ders of freight and public transportation servi ces,
representatives of pedestrian walkway and bicycle facility users,
representatives for individuals with disabilities, and agencies for
safety/security operations a reasonable opportunity to be involved in
the transportation planni ng process.

(6) The adoption and approval of a regional nobility investnent
plan is exenpt fromchapters 43.21C and 36. 70A RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 306. TAXES, USER FEES, AND TOLLS. (L A
regional transportation conmm ssion nmay, as part of a regional nobility
i nvest nent plan, recomrend the inposition or authorization of sonme or
all of the follow ng revenue sources, which a regional transportation
comm ssion may |evy, inpose, or authorize if contained in a regiona
mobi ity investnment plan approved by the el ectors under section 305 of
this act:

(a) A regional sales and use tax, as specified in RCWS82.14.430, of
up to 0.1 percent of the selling price, in the case of a sales tax, or
value of the article used, in the case of a wuse tax, upon the
occurrence of any taxable event in the regional transportation
comm ssion jurisdiction;

(b) A local option vehicle license fee, as specified under RCW
82.80. 100, of up to one hundred dollars per vehicle registered in the
district. As used in this subsection, "vehicle" nmeans notor vehicle as
defined in RCW 46.04. 320. Certain classes of vehicles, as defined
under chapter 46.04 RCW nmay be exenpted fromthis fee;

(c) A parking tax under RCW 82.80. 030;

SB 5803 p. 12
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(d) Alocal notor vehicle excise tax under RCW 81. 100. 060;

(e) Alocal option fuel tax under RCW 82.80. 120;

(f) An enpl oyer excise tax under RCW 81. 100. 030;

(g Vehicle user fees inposed for capacity/demand managenent
including, but not I|imted to, high-occupancy |ane charges and
congestion chargi ng;

(h) Excise taxes or fees inposed on paid parking, collected by the
comm ssion fromthe person purchasing parking or the person providing
par ki ng, or both; and

(i) Vehicle tolls and demand managenent charges on nobility
projects of regional significance including, wthout limtation, state
or federal highways within the boundaries of the comm ssion, if the
followi ng conditions are net:

(1) The regional nmobility investnment plan nust identify the
facilities that may be toll ed; and

(1i1) Unless otherw se specified by law or by contract between a
comm ssion and the departnent, the departnment shall adm nister the
collection of wvehicle rates, tolls, and charges on designated
facilities, which nust, if required by the departnent, be conpatible
with statew de standards and protocols for internodal and interfacility
char ges.

(2) Taxes and vehicle license fees described in this section may
not be inposed or authorized wthout an affirmative vote of the
majority of the voters wthin the boundaries of the regional
transportation comm ssion voting on a ballot proposition either as part
of the voter approval of a regional mobility investnent plan under
section 305 of this act or as a separate ballot neasure. User fees and
tolls may be inposed or authorized on any project approved by the
policy advisory board. Revenues from taxes, fees, and tolls may be
used only to inplenent a regional nobility investnment plan as set forth
in this chapter. A district may contract with the state departnent of
revenue or other appropriate entities for the admnistration and
collection of any of the taxes, fees, charges, or tolls authorized in
this section.

(3) Taxes and vehicle |license fees described in this section shal
not be inposed by the conmssion if a tax or vehicle license fee,
substantially simlar to a tax or fee authorized in subsection (1)(a)
t hrough (h) of this section, has been | evied or inposed by a regional
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transit authority in the comm ssion's geographic area under chapter
81.104 RCW and remains in force. A conmm ssion nay |Inpose taxes or
vehicle license fees that are substantially simlar to those previously
i nposed or levied by a regional transit agency to the extent that the
tax or vehicle license fee does not exceed the statutory limt.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 307. TAX EXEMPTION. A regional transportation
comm ssion, the taxes, fees, charges, and tolls it <collects, and
transactions it enters into are not subject to utility, business and
occupation, or other taxes inposed by nunicipal corporations |ocated
within the comm ssion's borders. A comm ssion and transactions it
enters into are not subject to state sales, excise, property, or other
t axes i nposed by the state of WAashi ngton.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 308. TREASURER (1) A regional transportation
conmmi ssion, by resolution, shall designate a person with experience in
financial or fiscal matters as treasurer of the conmm ssion. The
comm ssion nmay designate the treasurer of any county within which the
commssion is located to act as its treasurer. The designated
treasurer has all of the powers, responsibilities, and duties the
county treasurer has related to investing surplus funds. The
comm ssion shall require a bond with a surety conpany authorized to do
business in this state in an anmount and under the terns and conditions
the comm ssion, by resolution, fromtine to tinme finds will protect the
comm ssion against |oss. The comm ssion shall pay the prem umon the
bond.

(2) If the treasurer of the comm ssion is also the treasurer of a
county, all comm ssion funds nust be deposited with a county depository
under the sane restrictions, contracts, and security as provided for
county depositories. If the treasurer of the comm ssion is not the
treasurer of a county, all funds nust be deposited in a bank or banks
that are authorized to do business in this state and are qualified for
insured deposits under any federal deposit insurance act as the
district, by resolution, designates, or funds shall be invested in
| egal investnents for counties.

(3) The conm ssion nmay provide and require a reasonabl e bond of any
ot her person handling noney or securities of the conm ssion, but the
comm ssion shall pay the prem umon the bond.
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NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 309. PER DI EM COVPENSATI ON. Each comm ssi oner
of the policy advisory board nay receive conpensation, as determ ned by
t he Washi ngton citizens' comm ssion on salaries for elected officials,
for attending neetings or conferences on behalf of the comm ssion. A
comm ssioner may waive all or a portion of his or her conpensation
under this section during his or her term of office, by a witten
waiver filed wth the regional transportation conmm ssion. The
conpensation provided in this section is in addition to reinbursenent
for expenses paid to comm ssioners by the regional transportation
conmi ssi on.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 310. EMPLOYEES, SALARIES, AND BENEFITS. A
regi onal transportation conmm ssion may create and fill positions, fix
reasonabl e wages and sal aries, pay costs involved in hiring enpl oyees,
and establish reasonabl e benefits for enployees, including holiday pay,
vacations or vacation pay, retirenent benefits, and nedical, |ife,
accident, or health disability insurance, as approved by the policy
advi sory board.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 311. EXI STING REG ONAL PLANNI NG STAFFS. (1) If
a commssion is formed in an area wth an existing regional

transportation planning organization, the conmssion shall, as a
successor enployer, initially hire all enployees of the regional
transportation planning organization to continue enploynment in
substantively simlar positions and on ternms simlar to their prior
enpl oynent .

(2) If a commssionis formed in an area with an existing regional
transit agency, the commssion shall, as a successor enployer,

initially hire all enployees of the regional transit agency engaged in
| ong-range planning, including system plans, to continue enploynent in
substantively simlar positions and on ternms simlar to their prior
enpl oynent .

(3) This section does not prevent the dism ssal of enployees that
IS necessary to neet budget constraints or for other reasons in the
ordi nary course of business.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 312. TRANSIT STUDI ES. (1) If a comm ssion
i ncludes one or nore counties adjoining Puget Sound, the comm ssion
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shall submt to the legislature a report and reconmendati ons regardi ng
the feasibility of integrating or combining public transit agencies in
the central Puget Sound region no later than eighteen nonths after
formation of the comm ssion.

(2) If a comm ssion includes a county adjoi ning Puget Sound with a
popul ati on greater than one mllion, the conm ssion shall submt to the
| egislature a report and recomendati ons regardi ng the application of
regional transportation governance to waterways and ferries in the
central Puget Sound region no later than eighteen nonths after
formation of the conmm ssion.

Sec. 313. RCW 47.80.020 and 1990 1st ex.s. ¢ 17 s b4 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

The | egi slature her eby aut hori zes creation of regi onal
transportation planning organizations wwthin the state. Each regional
transportation planning organization shall be formed through the

vol untary association of |ocal governnents within a county, or within
geogr aphi cal ly contiguous counties. Each organi zation shall:

(1) Enconpass at |east one conplete county;

(2) Have a popul ation of at |east one hundred thousand, or contain
a mninmm of three counties; and

(3) Have as nenbers all counties within the region, and at | east
sixty percent of the cities and towns within the region representing a
m ni mum of seventy-five percent of the cities' and towns' popul ation.

The state departnent of transportation nust verify that each
regional transportation planning organization conforns wth the
requi renents of this section.

In urbanized areas, the regional transportation planning
organi zation is the same as the netropolitan planning organization
designated for federal transportation planning purposes. I|f a regional
transportation comm ssion serves as the regional transportation
pl anni ng organi zati on under section 303 of this act and if required by
a federal agency, the policy advisory board of the regiona
transportation conmmission may take approval actions required of
netropolitan planning organizations under 23 U.S.C. Sec. 134 and 23
C.F.R Part 450.
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Sec. 314. RCW 47.80.060 and 2005 c 334 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

In order to qualify for state planning funds available to regional
transportation planning organizations, the regional transportation
pl anni ng organi zations containing any county with a population in
excess of one mllion shall provide voting nenbership on its executive
board to the state transportati on comm ssion, the state departnent of
transportation, and the four largest public port districts wthin the
region as determ ned by gross operating revenues. It shall further
assure that at least fifty percent of the county and city |ocal elected
officials who serve on the executive board al so serve on transit agency
boards or on a regional transit authority. This section does not apply
to a regional transportation conm ssion that serves as a regional
transportation planning organi zati on under section 303 of this act.

Sec. 315. RCW 81.104.080 and 1991 ¢ 318 s 7 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

VWere applicabl e, r egi onal transportation plans and | ocal
conpr ehensi ve plans shall address the rel ationship between urban growh
and an effective high capacity transportati on system plan, and provide
for cooperation between local jurisdictions and transit agencies.

(1) Regional high capacity transportation plans shall be included
in the designated regional transportation planning organization's
regional transportation plan review and update process to facilitate
devel opment of a coordinated nultinodal transportation system and to
nmeet federal funding requirenents.

(2) Interlocal agreenents between transit authorities, cities, and
counties shall set forth conditions for assuring | and uses conpati bl e
wi th developnment of high capacity transportation systens. These
i ncl ude devel opi ng sufficient |and use densities through | ocal actions
in high capacity transportation corridors and near passenger stations,
preserving transit rights of way, and protecting the region's
environnental quality. The inplenentation program for high capacity
transportation systens shall favor cities and counties with supportive

| and use plans. In devel oping local actions intended to carry out
these policies cities and counties shall insure the opportunity for
public comment and participation in the siting of such facilities,
including stations or transfer facilities. Agenci es providing high
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capacity transportation services, in cooperation with public and
private interests, shall pronote transit-conpatible |and uses and
devel opnment whi ch includes joint devel opnent.

(3) Interlocal agreenents shall be consistent with state pl anning
goals as set forth in chapter 36.70A RCW Agreenents shall al so
include plans for concentrated enpl oynent centers, m xed- use
devel opment, and housing densities that support high capacity
transportation systens.

(4) Agencies providing high capacity transportation service and
other transit agencies shall develop a cooperative process for the
pl anni ng, devel opnent, operations, and funding of feeder transportation
systens. Feeder systens may include existing and future intercity
passenger systens and alternative technol ogy peopl e nover systens which
may be devel oped by the private or public sector.

(5 GCties and counties along corridors designated in a high
capacity transportation system plan shall enter into agreenents wth
their designated regional transportation planning organizations, for
the purpose of participating in a right of way preservation review
process which includes activities to pronote the preservation of the

high capacity transportation rights of way. The regional
transportation planning organi zation shall serve as the coordi nator of
the review process. In areas where a regional transportation

conmi ssion serves as the regional transportation planning organi zation
under section 303 of this act, the regional transportation conm Ssion
is not required to enter into an agreenent with cities and counties to
conpel their participation in a right of way preservation review
process. The comm ssion may conpel participation from cities and
counties without an agreenent.

(a) Gties and counties shall forward all devel opnment proposals for
projects within and adjoining to the rights of way proposed for
preservation to the designated regional transportation planning
organi zations, which shall distribute the proposals for review by
parties to the right of way preservation revi ew process.

(b) The regional transportation planning organizations shall also
revi ew proposals for conformance with the regional transportation plan
and associated regional devel opnent strategies. The designated
regi onal transportation planning organi zation shall w thin ninety days
conpile local and regi onal agency comments and communi cate the sane to
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D 01~ W DN PP

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

the originating jurisdiction and the joint regional policy commttee.
In areas where a regional transportation conm ssion serves as the
regional transportation planning organization under section 303 of this
act, the regional transportation conm ssion nust approve all city and
county proposals submtted under this section before the city or county
can take further action on the proposal.

Sec. 316. RCW81.104.090 and 1995 c¢ 269 s 2602 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The departnent of transportation shall be responsible for
di stributing anounts appropriated fromthe high capacity transportation
account, which shall be allocated by the departnent of transportation
based on criteria in subsection (2) of this section. The depart nent
shal |l assenble and participate in a commttee conprised of transit
agencies eligible to receive funds from the high <capacity
transportati on account for the purpose of review ng fund applications.

(1) State high capacity transportati on account funds may provide up
to eighty percent matching assistance for high capacity transportation
pl anni ng efforts.

(2) Aut hori zations for state funding for high capacity
transportation planning projects shall be subject to the follow ng
criteria:

(a) Conformance wth the designated regional transportation
pl anni ng organi zation's regional transportation plan. If a regional
transportation commission is the regional transportation planning
organi zation, the regional transportation conm ssion nust approve the
proj ect ;

(b) Local matching funds;

(c) Denonstration of projected inprovenent in regional nobility;

(d) Conformance wth planning requirenents prescribed in RCW
81.104.100, and if five hundred thousand dollars or nore in state
funding is requested, conformance wth the requirenents of RCW
81.104. 110; and

(e) Establishnment, through interlocal agreenents, of a joint
regional policy conmttee as defined in RCW81.104. 030 or 81.104. 040.

(3) The departnent of transportation shall provide general review
and nonitoring of the system and project planning process prescribed in
RCW 81. 104. 100.
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Sec. 317. RCW 81.112.080 and 1992 ¢ 101 s 8 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

An authority shall have the following powers in addition to the
general powers granted by this chapter:

(1) To <carry out the planning processes set forth in RCW
81. 104. 100. If an authority is located in the geographic area of a
r egi onal transportation conm Ssion, the reqgional transportation
comm ssion shall carry out the planning process set forth in RCW
81.104.100;

(2) To acquire by purchase, condemmation, gift, or grant and to
| ease, construct, add to, inprove, replace, repair, nmaintain, operate,
and reqgulate the use of high capacity transportation facilities and
properties within authority boundaries including surface, underground,
or overhead railways, trammays, busways, buses, bus sets, entrained and
i nked buses, ferries, or other neans of |ocal transportation except
taxis, and including escalators, noving sidewal ks, personal rapid
transit systens or other peopl e-noving systens, passenger term nal and
parking facilities and properties, and such other facilities and
properties as may be necessary for passenger, vehicular, and vessel
access to and from such people-noving systens, term nal and parking

facilities and properties, together with all lands, rights of way,
property, equipnment, and accessories necessary for such high capacity
transportation systens. When devel oping specifications for high

capacity transportation system operating equi pnent, an authority shal
take into account efforts to establish or sustain a donestic
manuf acturing capacity for such equi pnent. The right of em nent donmain
shal |l be exercised by an authority in the sane manner and by the sane
procedure as or may be provided by law for cities of the first class,
except insofar as such |aws nay be inconsistent wth the provisions of
this chapter. Public transportation facilities and properties which
are owned by any city, county, county transportation authority, public
transportation benefit area, or netropolitan municipal corporation may
be acquired or used by an authority only with the consent of the agency
owni ng such facilities. Such agencies are hereby authorized to convey
or |l ease such facilities to an authority or to contract for their joint
use on such terns as may be fixed by agreenent between the agency and
the authority((-
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(3) To dispose of any real or personal property acquired in
connection with any authority function and that is no | onger required
for the purposes of the authority, in the sanme manner as provided for
cities of the first class. Wen an authority determnes that a
facility or any part thereof that has been acquired from any public
agency W thout conpensation is no longer required for authority
pur poses, but is required by the agency fromwhich it was acquired, the
authority shall by resolution transfer it to such agency;

(4) To fix rates, tolls, fares, and charges for the use of such
facilities and to establish various routes and classes of service,_
subject to approval by and coordination with a regional transportation
comm ssion under section 303 of this act. Fares or charges nmay be
adj usted or elimnated for any distinguishable class of users.

Sec. 318. RCW 47.56.030 and 2002 c 114 s 19 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Except as permtted under chapter 47.46 RCW or sections 301
t hrough 305 of this act:

(a) The departnment of transportation shall have full charge of the
construction of all toll bridges and other toll facilities including
the Washington state ferries, and the operation and maintenance
t her eof .

(b) The transportation conmm ssion shall determ ne and establish the
tolls and charges thereon, and shall perform all duties and exercise
all powers relating to the financing, refinancing, and fiscal
managenent of all toll bridges and other toll facilities including the
Washi ngton state ferries, and bonded indebtedness in the manner
provi ded by | aw

(c) The departnent shall have full charge of design of all toll
facilities.

(d) Except as provided in this section, the departnent shall
proceed with the construction of such toll bridges and other facilities
and the approaches thereto by contract in the manner of state hi ghway
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construction i medi ately upon there being made avail abl e funds for such
work and shall prosecute such work to conpletion as rapidly as
practicable. The departnment is authorized to negotiate contracts for
any anount w thout bid under (d)(i) and (ii) of this subsection:

(1) Enmergency contracts, in order to nmake repairs to ferries or
ferry termnal facilities or renoval of such facilities whenever
continued use of ferries or ferry termnal facilities constitutes a
real or immedi ate danger to the traveling public or precludes prudent
use of such ferries or facilities; and

(ii) Single source contracts for vessel dry dockings, when there is
clearly and legitimately only one avail abl e bidder to conduct dry dock-
related work for a specific class or classes of vessels. The contracts
may be entered into for a single vessel dry docking or for nultiple
vessel dry dockings for a period not to exceed two years.

(2) The departnent shall proceed with the procurenent of nmaterials,
supplies, services, and equi pnent needed for the support, maintenance,
and use of a ferry, ferry termnal, or other facility operated by
Washi ngton state ferries, in accordance with chapter 43.19 RCW except
as follows:

(a) Except as provided in (d) of this subsection, when the
secretary of the departnment of transportation determnes in witing
that the use of invitation for bid is either not practicable or not
advant ageous to the state and it may be necessary to make conpetitive
eval uations, including technical or performance evaluations anong
accept abl e proposals to conplete the contract award, a contract nay be
entered into by use of a conpetitive seal ed proposals nethod, and a
formal request for proposals solicitation. Such formal request for
proposals solicitation shall include a functional description of the
needs and requirenents of the state and the significant factors.

(b) When purchases are made through a formal request for proposals
solicitation the contract shall be awarded to the responsi bl e proposer
whose conpetitive sealed proposal is determned in witing to be the
nost advantageous to the state taking into consideration price and
ot her evaluation factors set forth in the request for proposals. No
significant factors may be used in evaluating a proposal that are not
specified in the request for proposals. Factors that nay be consi dered
in evaluating proposals include but are not |imted to: Price;
mai ntainability; reliability, comonality; performance levels; life
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cycle cost if applicable under this section; cost of transportation or
delivery; delivery schedule offered; installation cost; cost of spare
parts; availability of parts and service offered; and the foll ow ng:

(i) The ability, capacity, and skill of the proposer to performthe
contract or provide the service required,

(1i) The character, integrity, reputation, judgnent, experience,
and efficiency of the proposer;

(iii1) Wether the proposer can performthe contract wthin the tine
speci fi ed;

(tv) The quality of performance of previous contracts or services;

(v) The previous and existing conpliance by the proposer with | aws
relating to the contract or services;

(vi) Qnojective, neasurable criteria defined in the request for
proposal. These criteria may include but are not limted to itens such
as discounts, delivery costs, maintenance services costs, installation
costs, and transportation costs; and

(vii) Such other information as may be secured having a bearing on
the decision to award the contract.

(c) When purchases are made through a request for proposal process,
proposal s recei ved shall be eval uated based on the evaluation factors
set forth in the request for proposal. When issuing a request for
proposal for the procurenent of propul sion equi pnent or systens that
i ncl ude an engi ne, the request for proposal nust specify the use of a
life cycle cost analysis that includes an evaluation of fuel
efficiency. Wien a life cycle cost analysis is used, the life cycle
cost of a proposal shall be given at |east the sane relative inportance
as the initial price elenent specified in the request of proposa
docunents. The departnent may reject any and all proposals received.
If the proposals are not rejected, the award shall be nmade to the
proposer whose proposal 1is nobst advantageous to the departnent,
considering price and the other evaluation factors set forth in the
request for proposal.

(d) If the departnent is procuring |arge equipnent or systens
(e.g., electrical, propulsion) needed for the support, maintenance, and
use of a ferry operated by Washington state ferries, the departnent
shall proceed with a formal request for proposal solicitation under
this subsection (2) wthout a determnation of necessity by the
secretary.
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Sec. 319. RCW81.104.040 and 1992 ¢ 101 s 21 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Transit agencies in each county with a popul ation of one mllion or
nmore, and in each county with a population of from two hundred ten
t housand to | ess than one mllion bordering a county with a popul ation
of one mllion or nore that are authorized on January 1, 1991, to
provi de high capacity transportation planning and operating services
must establish through interlocal agreenents a joint regional policy
commttee with proportional representation based upon the popul ation
distribution wthin each agency's designated service area, as
determ ned by the parties to the agreenent.

(1) The nenbership of the joint regional policy commttee shal
consist of locally elected officials who serve on the legislative
authority of the existing transit systens and a representative fromthe
departnment of transportation. Nonvoting nenbership for elected
officials from adjoining counties may be allowed at the commttee's
di scretion. A joint regional policy comrittee shall not exist in an
area where a regional transportation comm ssion has been forned.

(2) The joint regional policy conmttee shall be responsible for
t he preparation and adoption of a regional high capacity transportation
i npl ementati on program which shall include the system plan, project
plans, and a financing plan. In an area where a regiona
transportation comm ssion has been forned, the regional transportation
comm ssion shall prepare and adopt a regqional high capacity
transportation inplenentation program which nust include the system
plan, project plans, and a financing plan. This program shall be in
conformance with the regional transportation planning organization's
regional transportation plan and consistent with RCW81. 104. 080.

(3) The joint regional policy conmttee shall present an adopted
hi gh capacity transportation system plan and financing plan to the
boards of directors of the transit agencies within the service area or
to the regional transit authority, if such authority has been forned.
The authority shall proceed as prescribed in RCW 81.112. 030. If a
regional transportation conm ssion prepares and adopts a regional high
capacity transit plan under the requirenents of this section, the
regional transportation conmm ssion shall proceed as prescribed in this
act .

SB 5803 p. 24



0 N O O A W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

PART |V
ADDI TI ONAL TAXI NG AND TOLLI NG AUTHORI TY

Sec. 401. RCW 82.80.005 and 2002 c¢c 56 s 415 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

For the purposes of this chapter, "district" neans a regional
transportation investnent district created under chapter 36.120 RCW or
a regional transportation conm ssion created under section 301 of this
act .

Sec. 402. RCW 82.14.430 and 2006 c¢c 311 s 17 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) If approved by the majority of the voters within its boundaries
voting on the ballot proposition for a regional nobility investnent
plan or regional transportation investnent district, a regional
transportation conmm ssion or regional transportation investnent
district may inpose a sales and use tax of up to 0.1 percent of the
selling price or value of the article used in the case of a use tax.
The tax authorized by this sectionis in addition to the tax authorized
by RCW 82.14.030 and nust be collected from those persons who are
taxable by the state under chapters 82.08 and 82.12 RCW upon the
occurrence of any taxable event within the taxing district. Mot or
vehicles are exenpt from the sales and use tax inposed under this
subsecti on.

(2) If approved by the majority of the voters within its boundaries
voting on the ballot proposition, a regional transportation comm Ssion
or regional transportation investnent district nmay inpose a tax on the
use of a notor vehicle within a regional transportation conm Ssion or
regional transportation investnent district. The tax applies to those
persons who reside within the regional transportation conm ssion or
regional transportation investnent district. The rate of the tax may
not exceed 0.1 percent of the value of the notor vehicle. The tax
authorized by this subsection is in addition to the tax authorized
under RCW 82.14.030 and nust be inposed and collected at the tine a
t axabl e event under RCW 82.08.020(1) or 82.12.020 takes pl ace. Al
revenue received under this subsection nust be deposited in the | oca
sales and wuse ‘tax account and distributed to the regiona
transportation conmm ssion or regional transportation investnent
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di strict according to RCW82.14.050. The follow ng provisions apply to
the use tax in this subsection:

(a) Where persons are taxable under chapter 82.08 RCW the seller
shall collect the use tax from the buyer wusing the collection
provi si ons of RCW 82. 08. 050.

(b) Where persons are taxable under chapter 82.12 RCW the use tax
nmust be coll ected using the provisions of RCW82.12. 045.

(c) "Motor vehicle" has the neaning provided in RCW 46. 04. 320, but
does not include farm tractors or farm vehicles as defined in RCW
46. 04. 180 and 46.04. 181, off-road and nonhi ghway vehicles as defined in
RCW 46. 09. 020, and snownpbil es as defined in RCW46. 10. 010.

(d) "Person" has the neaning given in RCW 82.04. 030.

(e) The value of a notor vehicle nust be determ ned under RCW
82.12.010.

(f) Except as specifically stated in this subsection (2), chapters
82.12 and 82.32 RCWapply to the use tax. The use tax is a |ocal tax
i nposed under the authority of chapter 82.14 RCW and chapter 82.14 RCW
applies fully to the use tax.

(3) In addition to fulfilling the notice requirenents under RCW
82.14.055(1), and wunless waived by the departnent, a regional
transportation conm ssion or regional transportation investnent
district shall provide the departnent of revenue with digital mapping
and | egal descriptions of areas in which the tax will be collected.

Sec. 403. RCW 82.80.100 and 2002 c 56 s 408 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Upon approval of a majority of the voters within its boundaries
voting on the ballot proposition for a regional nobility investnent
plan or regional transportation investnent district, a regional
transportation conmm ssion or regional transportation investnent
district may set and i npose an annual |ocal option vehicle |license fee,
or a schedul e of fees based upon the age of the vehicle, of up to one
hundred dollars per notor vehicle registered wthin the boundaries of
the ((regien)) comm ssion or district on every notor vehicle. As used
in this section "nmotor vehicle" has the neaning provided in RCW
46. 04. 320, but does not include farm tractors or farm vehicles as
defined in RCW 46.04.180 and 46.04.181, off-road and nonhi ghway
vehi cl es as defined in RCW46.09. 020, and snowmbil es as defined in RCW
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46. 10. 010. Vehicles registered under chapter 46.87 RCW and the
international registration plan are exenpt fromthe annual |ocal option
vehicle license fee set forth in this section. The departnent of
licensing shall adm nister and collect this fee on behalf of regional
transportation comm ssions or regional transportation investnent
districts and remt this fee to the custody of the state treasurer for
nmont hly distribution under RCW 82. 80. 080.

(2) The local option vehicle license fee applies only when renew ng
a vehicle registration, and is effective upon the registration renewal
date as provided by the departnent of |icensing.

(3) Aregional transportation comm Ssion or regional transportation
investnment district inposing the |ocal option vehicle |icense fee or
initiating an exenption process shall enter into a contract with the
departnent of |icensing. The contract nust contain provisions that
fully recover the costs to the departnment of licensing for collection
and adm nistration of the fee.

(4) Aregional transportation comm Ssion or regional transportation
investnment district inposing the local option fee shall delay the
effective date of the | ocal option vehicle Iicense fee inposed by this
section at least six nonths fromthe date of the final certification of
t he approval election to allow the departnment of |icensing to inplenent
the adm nistration and collection of or exenption fromthe fee.

Sec. 404. RCW 81.100.060 and 2006 c¢ 318 s 2 and 2006 c¢ 311 s 15
are each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

A county with a population of one mllion or nore and a county with
a population of fromtwo hundred ten thousand to | ess than one mllion
that is adjoining a county with a population of one mllion or nore,
having within their boundaries existing or planned high-occupancy
vehicle lanes on the state highway system a regional transportation
conmi ssion, or a regional transportation investnent district, ((buyt

the—ecounty—)) may, with voter approval, inpose a |local surcharge of not
nmore than three-tenths of one percent in the case of a county, or
eight-tenths of one percent in the case of a regional transportation
comm ssion or regional transportation investnent district, of the value
on vehicles registered to a person residing wwthin the county, regional
transportation comm ssion, or investnent district and not nore than
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13. 64 percent on the state sales and use taxes paid under the rate in
RCW 82. 08. 020(2) on retail car rentals within the county or investnent
district. A county may inpose the surcharge only to the extent that it
has not been inposed by the regional transportation conmm ssion or
investnent district. No surcharge may be inposed on vehicles |icensed
under RCW 46.16.070 except vehicles with an unladen weight of six
t housand pounds or |ess, RCW46. 16.079, 46.16.085, or 46.16.090.

Counties, regional transportation comm ssions, or investnent
districts inmposing a surcharge under this section shall contract,
before the effective date of the resolution or ordinance inposing a
surcharge, adm nistration and collection to the state departnent of
licensing, and departnent of revenue, as appropriate, which shall
deduct a percentage anount, as provided by contract, not to exceed
((twe)) one percent of the taxes, for admnistration and collection
expenses incurred by the departnent. Al admnistrative provisions in
chapters 82.03, 82.32, and 82.44 RCW shall, insofar as they are
applicable to notor vehicle excise taxes, be applicable to surcharges
i nposed under this section. Al admnistrative provisions in chapters
82.03, 82.08, 82.12, and 82.32 RCW shall, insofar as they are
applicable to state sales and use taxes, be applicable to surcharges
i nposed under this section. A surcharge inposed under this section, or
a change to the surcharge, shall take effect no sooner than seventy-
five days after the departnment of Ilicensing or the departnent of
revenue receives notice of the surcharge or change to the surcharge,
and shall take effect only on the first day of January, April, July, or
Cct ober . Unl ess waived by the department of |licensing or the
departnment of revenue, notice includes providing the appropriate
departnment with digital mapping and |egal descriptions of areas in
which the ((+ax)) surcharge will be coll ected.

({ H—the—tae—avthortzed—n—ROWN-81-100-030—s—also—itrposed—the

Sec. 405. RCW 82.80.120 and 2006 ¢ 311 s 18 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:
(1) For purposes of this section:
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(a) "Distributor”™ neans every person who inports, refines,
manuf act ures, produces, or conpounds notor vehicle fuel and speci al
fuel as defined in RCW82.36.010 and 82. 38. 020, respectively, and sells
or distributes the fuel into a county;

(b) "Person" has the sanme neaning as in RCW 82.04. 030;

(c) "District" means a regional transportation investnment district
under chapter 36.120 RCW_

(d) "Conm ssion"” neans a regional transportation conm Ssion.

(2) A regional transportation conm ssion under chapter 36.-- RCW
(as created in section 803 of this act) or regional transportation
i nvestnent district under chapter 36.120 RCW subject to the conditions
of this section, may | evy additional excise taxes equal to ten percent
of the statew de notor vehicle fuel tax rate under RCW 82.36.025 on
each gallon of notor vehicle fuel as defined in RCW 82.36.010 and on
each gallon of special fuel as defined in RCW82.38.020 sold within the
boundari es of the comm ssion or district. The additional excise tax is
subject to the approval of a mgjority of the voters wthin the
comm ssion or district boundaries. Vehicles paying an annual |icense
fee under RCW 82.38.075 are exenpt from the conm ssion or district's
fuel excise tax. The additional excise taxes are subject to the sane
exceptions and rights of refund as applicable to other notor vehicle
fuel and special fuel excise taxes levied under chapters 82.36 and
82.38 RCW The proposed tax may not be levied | ess than one nonth from
the date the election results are certified. The comencenent date for
the levy of any tax under this section will be the first day of
January, April, July, or Cctober.

(3) The local option notor vehicle fuel tax on each gallon of notor
vehicle fuel and on each gallon of special fuel is inposed upon the
di stributor of the fuel.

(4) A taxable event for the purposes of this section occurs upon
the first distribution of the fuel wthin the boundaries of the
district to a retail outlet, bulk fuel user, or ultimte user of the
fuel .

(5) Al admnistrative provisions in chapters 82.01, 82.03, and
82.32 RCW insofar as they are applicable, apply to |local option fuel
t axes i nposed under this section.

(6) Before the effective date of the inposition of the fuel taxes
under this section, a commission or district shall contract with the
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departnent of licensing for the adm nistration and collection of the
t axes. The contract nust provide that a percentage anount, not to
exceed one percent of the taxes inposed under this section, will be
deposited into the local tax adm nistration account created in the
custody of the state treasurer. The departnent of |icensing may spend
money fromthis account, upon appropriation, for the adm nistration of
the | ocal taxes inposed under this section.

(7) The state treasurer shall distribute nonthly to the conm ssion
or district levying the tax as part of the regional nobility investnent
plan or regional transportation investnent district plan, after the
deductions for paynents and expenditures as provided in RCW
46. 68.090(1) (a) and (b).

(8) The proceeds of the additional taxes levied by a conm ssion or
district in this section, to be used as a part of a regional nobility
investnent plan or regional transportation investnent district plan((;

Sec. 406. RCW 81.100.030 and 2002 c 56 s 410 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Acounty with a population of one mllion or nore, or a county
with a population of from two hundred ten thousand to |ess than one
mllion that is adjoining a county with a popul ation of one mllion or
nor e, and having wthin its boundaries existing or planned
hi gh- occupancy vehicle |anes on the state highway system a regiona

transportation comm ssion, or a regional transportation investnent
district for capital inprovenents, ((but—enrly—to—the—extent—that—the
tax—has—not—already—been—inposed—by—the—ecounty-)) nay, wth voter
approval inpose an excise tax of up to two dollars per enployee per
month on all enployers or any class or classes of enployers, public and
private, including the state located in the agency's jurisdiction,
measured by the nunber of full-tinme equival ent enpl oyees. 1In no event
may the total taxes inposed under this section exceed two dollars per
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enpl oyee per nonth for any single enployer. The county, reqional
transportation comm ssion, or investnment district inposing the tax
authorized in this section may provide for exenptions fromthe tax to
such educati onal , cul tural, heal t h, charit abl e, or religious
organi zations as it deens appropriate.

Counties, nobility authorities, or investnment districts may
contract with the state departnment of revenue or other appropriate
entities for adm nistration and collection of the tax. Such contract
shall provide for deduction of an anobunt for admnistration and
col | ecti on expenses.

(2) The tax shall not apply to enploynent of a person when the
enpl oyer has paid for at l|east half of the cost of a transit pass
i ssued by a transit agency for that enployee, valid for the period for
whi ch the tax woul d otherw se be owed.

(3) A county, regional transportation conm ssion, or investnment
district shall adopt rules that exenpt fromall or a portion of the tax
any enployer that has entered into an agreenent with the county,
regional transportation comm ssion, or investnent district that is
designed to reduce the proportion of enployees who drive in single-
occupant vehicles during peak comruting periods in proportion to the
degree that the agreenent is designed to neet the goals for the
enpl oyer's | ocation adopted under RCW 81. 100. 040.

The agreenent shall include a list of specific actions that the
enpl oyer will undertake to be entitled to the exenption. Enpl oyer s
havi ng an exenption fromall or part of the tax through this subsection
shal | annually certify to the county, r egi onal transportation
conmi ssion, or investnent district that the enployer is fulfilling the
terms of the agreenent. The exenption continues as long as the

enpl oyer is in conpliance with the agreenent.

Sec. 407. RCW 47.56.031 and 2005 c¢ 335 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

No tolls may be inposed on new or existing highways or bridges
W t hout specific legislative authorization, or upon a ngjority vote of
the people wthin the boundaries of the unit of government enpowered to
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i npose tolls. This section applies to chapter 47.56 RCW and to any
tolls authorized under chapter 47.29 RCW the transportation innovative

partnership act of 2005. This section does not apply to tolls
aut hori zed by a regional transportation conm ssion under section 303 of
this act. A regional transportation conmission nmay inpose tolls

consistent with section 303 of this act without specific |leqislative
aut hori zati on.

Sec. 408. RCW 47.56.075 and 2002 ¢ 56 s 404 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

The departnent shall approve for construction only such toll roads
as the legislature specifically authorizes or such toll facilities as
are specifically sponsored by a regional transportation investnent
district, city, town, or county. Departnent approval is not required
for the inposition, authorization, or inplenentation of tolls approved
by a regional transportation conm ssion under section 303 of this act.

PART V
AUTHORI TY TO | SSUE BONDS

NEW SECTION. Sec. 501. COW SSION TO | SSUE GENERAL OBLI GATI ON
BONDS. In addition to any other authority provided by |aw, and subject
to applicable constitutional limtations, a regional transportation
comm ssion nay issue general obligation bonds or other evidences of
i ndebt edness for public transportation and nobility project capita
pur poses. However, the general indebtedness incurred under this
section when considered together with all the other outstandi ng general
i ndebt edness of the regional transportati on conmm ssion shall not exceed
one and one-half percent of taxable property within its boundaries
wi t hout the approval of three-fifths of the voters therein voting at an
el ection held for that purpose, and in cases requiring such approval,
not exceeding a total of five percent of taxable property within its
boundari es. The bonds shall be issued and sold in accordance wth
chapter 39.46 RCW and may be in any form including bearer bonds or
regi stered bonds as provided in RCW 39. 46. 030.

Any regional transportation conm ssion may pledge any portion of
any taxes and any tolls, charges, or user taxes authorized to be |evied
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or inposed by the commssion for the paynent or security of the
principal of and interest on any bonds issued for authorized public
transportati on purposes.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 502. (1) The conmm ssion may at any time borrow
money for public transportation and nobility project capital purposes
and may issue revenue bonds or other evidences of indebtedness, secured
by the pledge of one or nore of the taxes, tolls, charges, or user fees
aut hori zed to be inposed by the comm ssion. These obligations shall be
i ssued and sold in accordance with chapter 39.46 RCW

(2) The district may enter into agreenents wth public
transportation agencies, counties, cities, or the state of Wshi ngton,
when aut hori zed by the plan, to pledge taxes or other revenues of the
district for the purpose of paying in part or whole principal and
i nterest on bonds issued by any public transportati on agency, county,
city, or by the state of Washington. The agreenents pl edgi ng revenues
and taxes shall be binding for their ternms, but not to exceed forty
years, and no tax pledged by an agreenent may be elimnated or nodified
if it would inpair the pledge nmade in any agreenent.

PART Vi
RTC AND RTI D MJUTUALLY EXCLUSI VE

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 601. A new section is added to chapter 36.120
RCWto read as foll ows:

A regional transportation investnment district shall not be created
in an area where a regional transportation conm ssion has been forned.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 602. A new section is added to chapter 36.120
RCWto read as foll ows:

If a regional transportation commssion is formed wthin a
geographic area that includes an existing regional transportation
investnment district, the rights, powers, and obligations of the
district and governing board nust be transferred to the regional
transportati on conm ssion consistent with sections 302 and 305 of this
act . Upon conmpletion of the district's project construction
financing, and debt service prograns, a regional transportation
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comm ssion that has assuned the responsibilities and powers of a
district under this section shall not be subject to the dissolution
requi renents of RCW 36.120. 170.

PART VI |
2007 RTA BALLOT MEASURES

Sec. 701. RCW81.112.030 and 2006 ¢ 311 s 12 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Two or nore contiguous counties each having a popul ation of four
hundred thousand persons or nore nmay establish a regional transit
authority to devel op and operate a high capacity transportation system
as defined in chapter 81.104 RCW

The authority shall be forned in the foll ow ng manner:

(1) The joint regional policy commttee created pursuant to RCW
81.104. 040 shall adopt a system and financing plan, including the
definition of the service area. This action shall be conpleted by
Septenber 1, 1992, contingent upon satisfactory conpletion of the
pl anni ng process defined in RCW 81.104. 100. The final system plan
shall be adopted no |ater than June 30, 1993. In addition to the
requi renents of RCW 81.104. 100, the plan for the proposed system shal
provide explicitly for a mninmum portion of new tax revenues to be
allocated to local transit agencies for interimexpress services. Upon
adoption the joint regional policy comnttee shall imediately transmt
the plan to the county legislative authorities within the adopted
service area.

(2) The legislative authorities of the counties wthin the service
area shall decide by resolution whether to participate in the
authority. This action shall be conpleted within forty-five days
foll ow ng recei pt of the adopted plan or by August 13, 1993, whichever
conmes first.

(3) Each county that chooses to participate in the authority shal
appoint its board nenbers as set forth in RCW 81.112.040 and shall
submt its list of nenbers to the secretary of the Washington state
departnment of transportation. These actions nust be conpleted within
thirty days following each county's decision to participate in the
authority.
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(4) The secretary shall call the first neeting of the authority, to
be held within thirty days follow ng recei pt of the appointnents. At
its first neeting, the authority shall elect officers and provide for
t he adoption of rules and other operating procedures.

(5) The authority is formally constituted at its first neeting and
the board shall begin taking steps toward inplenentation of the system
and financing plan adopted by the joint regional policy conmttee. |If
the joint regional policy commttee fails to adopt a plan by June 30,
1993, the authority shall proceed to do so based on the work conpl eted
by that date by the joint regional policy coonmttee. Upon formation of
the authority, the joint regional policy conmttee shall cease to
exi st . The authority may make mnor nodifications to the plan as
deened necessary and shall at a mninumreview | ocal transit agencies
plans to ensure feeder service/high capacity transit service
integration, ensure fare integration, and ensure avoi dance of parall el
conpetitive services. The authority shall also conduct a m ninmm
thirty-day public comment peri od.

(6) If the authority determnes that major nodifications to the
pl an are necessary before the initial ballot proposition is submtted
to the voters, the authority may make those nodifications with a
favorable vote of two-thirds of the entire nenbership. Any such
nodi fication shall be subject to the review process set forth in RCW
81.104.110. The nodified plan shall be transmitted to the |egislative
authorities of the participating counties. The |legislative authorities
shall have forty-five days following receipt to act by notion or
ordinance to confirmor rescind their continued participation in the
authority.

(7) If any county opts to not participate in the authority, but two
or nore contiguous counties do choose to continue to participate, the
authority's board shall be revised accordingly. The authority shall
within forty-five days, redefine the system and financing plan to
reflect elimnation of one or nore counties, and submt the redefined
plan to the legislative authorities of the remaining counties for their
decision as to whether to continue to participate. This action shall
be conpleted within forty-five days follow ng recei pt of the redefined
pl an.

(8) The authority shall place on the ballot within two years of the
authority's formation, a single ballot proposition to authorize the
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inposition of taxes to support the inplenentation of an appropriate
phase of the plan within its service area. 1In addition to the system
plan requirenments contained in RCW 81.104.100(2)(d), the system plan
approved by the authority's board before the submttal of a proposition
to the voters shall contain an equity el enment which

(a) ldentifies revenues anticipated to be generated by corridor and
by county within the authority's boundari es;

(b) ldentifies the phasing of construction and operation of high
capacity system facilities, services, and benefits in each corridor
Phasi ng decisions should give priority to jurisdictions which have
adopted transit-supportive |and use plans; and

(c) ldentifies the degree to which revenues generated within each

county will benefit the residents of that county, and identifies when
such benefits will accrue.

A sinple majority of those voting within the boundaries of the
authority is required for approval. If the vote is affirmative, the
authority shall begin inplenentation of the projects identified in the
proposi tion. However, the authority may not submt any authorizing

proposition for voter-approved taxes prior to July 1, 1993; nor nay the
authority issue bonds or formany |ocal inprovenent district prior to
July 1, 1993.

(9) If the vote on a proposition fails, the board may redefine the
proposition, nake changes to the authority boundaries, and nake
corresponding changes to the conposition of the board. If the
conposition of the board is changed, the participating counties shal
revise the nenbership of the board accordingly. The board may then
submt the revised proposition or a different proposition to the
voters. No single proposition nmay be submtted to the voters nore than
tw ce. Beginning no sooner than the 2007 general election, the
authority may place additional propositions on the ballot to inpose
taxes to support additional phases of plan inplenentation.

(10) In conjunction with RCW 36.120.070, at the 2007 general
el ection the authority shall submt a proposition to support additional
i npl ement ati on phases of the authority's system and financing plan on
the sanme ballot along wth a regional transportation investnent plan
devel oped under chapter 36.120 RCW The proposition shall not be
considered approved unless voters also approve the regional
transportation investnent plan.
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(11) Aregional transit authority shall submt additional phases of

plan inplenentation ((may—hrelude—a—transportati-on—subarea—equity

H—the—authortty s—system-plan—adopted—+n—Mry—1986)) to the regiona

transportation commssion for inclusion in the regional nobility
investnent plan for voter approval under section 305(2) of this act.
The regional transit authority shall not submt its own propositions
and financing plans to the voters after the 2007 general el ection.

(12) If the authority is unable to achieve a positive vote on a
proposition within two years fromthe date of the first election on a
proposition, the board may, by resolution, reconstitute the authority
as a single-county body. Wth a two-thirds vote of the entire
menbership of the voting nenbers, the board nay also dissolve the
authority.

PART VI ||
M SCELLANEQUS

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 801. APPLICABILITY OF PUBLIC LAWS. A regional
transportation conm ssion, its officers, and the board of
comm ssioners, created under this act, are subject to the general |aws
regulating | ocal governments and | ocal gover nnent al officials
including, but not limted to, applicable requirenments under chapters
42.17, 42.23, 42.30, 42.41, and 43.09 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 802. Part headings and captions used in this
act are not any part of the |aw

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 803. Sections 101, 201, 301 through 311, 501,
and 502 of this act constitute a new chapter in Title 36 RCW
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 804. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 805. This act shall be liberally construed to
effect the policies and purposes of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 806. This act is necessary for the immedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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