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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6777

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Water, Energy & Tel econmunications (originally sponsored by
Senators McDernott, Brown, Mirray, Kohl-Wlles, and Pridenore)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 08/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to clarifying interests in certain state |ands
adding a new section to chapter 79.105 RCW creating new sections;
provi di ng an expiration date; and declaring an emnergency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that there exists
di sagreenent over the ownership of certain mnerals |ocated on |and
formerly owned by the state of Washington |located on Maury Island in
section 29, township 22N, range 03E, and conveyed by the state in deeds
dated in 1910 and 1923. Al t hough the fee sinple ownership of these
lands were clearly transferred into private hands, the conveyance
instrunments contained a mneral reservation whereby the ownership of
the mnerals located on the land remained in state ownership to be
managed for the benefit of the state land trust beneficiaries.
Al t hough the conveyance instrunments expressly reserve to the state the
ownership of all mnerals of every kind, nane, or description |ocated
in or upon the |and, there has been no | egal determination of the title
to the sand, gravel, and rock resources |ocated on these |ands and
whet her sand, gravel, and rock resources are included in this broad
m neral reservation
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(2) It is the intent of this act to fulfill the state's fiduciary
duty to the state |land trust beneficiaries by preserving any interest
it my have in the mneral resources on these |lands until the question
of title to such resources is determ ned.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 79.105 RCW
under the subchapter headi ng "general provisions"” to read as foll ows:

(1) Until a judgnent is entered by a Washington appellate court
that determnes title to the sand, gravel, and rock resources in the
| ands described in subsection (2) of this section, the departnent shall
not authorize any portion of the state-owned aquatic |ands that
conprise the Maury Island aquatic reserve designated by comm ssioner
order dated Novenber 8, 2004, for industrial uses or for transportation
of materials froma surface mne as defined under RCW 78. 44. 031, m ni ng
operation, or other industrial activities, and may not authorize the
construction of docks or other inprovenents associated with these uses.

(2) This section applies to those parcels of |and | ocated on Maury
Island within section 29, township 22N, range O0O3E and originally
conveyed from state ownership by deeds recorded on or about February
18, 1910, and January 26, 1923.

(3) This section expires January 1, 2011.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The joint legislative audit and review
commttee shall contract with an appropriate entity to develop a report
consisting of a summary of the original grant to the state and al
subsequent conveyances, and to review and fully anal yze the conveyance
docunents including conpliance with applicable statutory requirenents
in effect at the tinme of each sale, verify the chain of title, and
identify any flaws in conplying with applicable statutory requirenents
in the use and the reservation of mneral rights, including the title
to sand and gravel, wth respect to lands fornmerly owned by the state
of Washington |ocated on Maury Island in section 29, township 22N
range 03E, and conveyed by the state in deeds dated in 1910 and 1923.
The joint legislative audit and review commttee shall provide a report
to the appropriate conmttees of the |legislature by January 31, 2009.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the immediate
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preservation of the public peace, health, or safety,
state governnent and its existing public institutions,
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---

or support of the
and takes effect
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