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SENATE BI LL 6891

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Stevens, Hargrove, Carrell, Brandl and, and Roach

Read first time 01/31/08. Referred to Conmttee on Hunman Services &
Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to children's adm nistration social workers; adding
a new section to chapter 43.20A RCW and creating a new section

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. In Novenber 2007, the Washington state
children's adm nistration workload study was rel eased. The study's
aut hors recomended several areas for inproved efficiency, including
facilitation of data processing, covering "uncovered" casel oads, and
conpliance wth mandatory obligati ons.

In January 2008, the joint legislative audit and review commttee
issued its report entitled "children's adm nistration social worker

qualifications."” The report noted that while the <children's
admnistration has four social worker classifications, the social
worker 1 and 2 classifications are largely unfilled. Wil e these

classifications enconpass those social workers not vyet able or
permtted to carry a caseload, the legislature finds that both of these
classifications, while training to beconme case-carrying social workers,
can assist other social workers with their cases in a variety of ways.
The legislature finds that a nore expansive use of social worker 1 and

p. 1 SB 6891



w N

©O© 00 N o o b

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

2 classifications should have a positive effect on the ability of the
children's admnistration to address the recomendations of the
wor kl oad st udy.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.20A RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Wien hiring children's admnistration social workers, the
departnment shall ensure that fifteen percent of those hired at any
given tine are either social worker 1s or 2s.

(2) The departnent shall establish a training process for socia
worker 1s and 2s that includes a pathway for these social workers to
becone social worker 3s.

(3) The training process shall include, but is not limted to,
assigning tasks and duties that:

(a) Are required preparation for the duties of social worker 3s;

(b) Include data processing responsibilities necessary to use the
i nformati on system used by case-carrying social workers; and

(c) Require attendance at neetings on behalf of case-carrying
soci al workers which provide instruction both on individual cases and
soci al worker adm nistrative responsibilities.

(4) The training process shall also be designed to renediate the
current workl oad of social worker 3s including but not limted to the

tasks and duties provided in subsection (3) of this section. The
departnment may assign social worker 1s and 2s to other tasks within
their departnent of personnel classification that will relieve case-

carrying social workers of their workl oad.

--- END ---

SB 6891 p. 2



	Section 1.
	Section 2.

