©O© 00 N O O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

S-3707. 4

SENATE BI LL 6895

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Roach, Benton, Rasnussen, MCaslin, Shin, Honeyford, and
Carrel

Read first time 01/31/08. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to conbat bonuses for veterans; adding a new
section to chapter 73.04 RCW creating a new section; and nmaking an
appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the legislature to show
gratitude to our conbat troops and mlitary famlies for their
outstanding service to our country. The legislature strives to be
commtted to our conbat troops and mlitary famlies. The |legislature
recognizes that mlitary service entails many sacrifices, including
significant personal and famly financial sacrifices. The |legislature
acknowl edges that mlitary famlies often bear the enotional and
financial costs of relocating to new areas, transferring hones,

changi ng schools, and starting new jobs, all in the call of service
The legislature finds that a conmbat bonus will help assist mlitary
famlies in their tinme of need. The legislature intends that the noney
appropriated in this act will be used as a one-tine service bonus to

assi st conbat veterans and their famlies.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 73.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Wthin funds appropriated for this purpose, the departnent of
veterans affairs shall pay each conbat veteran a one-tine service bonus
in the amount of three thousand five hundred doll ars.

(2) As used in this section, "conbat veteran" neans a person who:

(a) Served or is serving in any branch of the arned forces of the
United States in the follow ng conflicts: Operation Enduring Freedom
Persian @Gulf, or Operation Iraqi Freedom and

(b) Can show proof of receiving one of the follow ng: (1) The
gl obal war on terrorismexpeditionary nedal; (ii) award of hostile fire
pay; or (iii) a leave and earning statenent listing hostile fire pay.

(3) The veteran must show proof that WAshington state is his or her
home of record. Docunentation may include a copy of the mlitary
di scharge papers or enlistnment papers show ng Washi ngton state as the
home of record.

(4) If the veteran is no longer serving in the mlitary, he or she
must have been honorably separated or discharged in order to receive
t he bonus.

(5) A person who has already received extra conpensati on or other
benefits based upon clained residence at the time of entry into such
active service from any other state or territory is not entitled to
conpensati on under this section.

(6) If the veteran is deceased, paynent shall be nade to his or her
beneficiary.

(7) No claim for paynent wunder this section is subject to
garni shment, attachnent, |evy, or execution.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The sumof . . . . dollars, or as nuch
thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the biennium endi ng
June 30, 2009, from the general fund to the departnent of veterans
affairs for the purposes of this act.

~-- END ---
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