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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8005

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Senators Stevens, Benton, Swecker and Kline

Read first time 01/23/2007. Referred to Cormittee on Transportation.

TO THE HONORABLE GECRGE W BUSH, PRESIDENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, |IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO THE UN TED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF HOVELAND SECURI TY:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbled, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

WHEREAS, The inplenmentation of the REAL I D Act intrudes upon the
st ates’ sovereign power to determne their own policies for
identification, licensure, and credentialing of individuals residing in
t hose states; and

WHEREAS, One page of the 400-page 9/ 11 Conm ssion Report, which did
not give consideration to identification issues, pronpted Congress to
pass legislation that created the REAL ID Act, ignoring states'
sovereignty and their right to self-governance; and

VWHEREAS, The REAL |ID Act converts the state driver licensing
function into federal |aw enforcenent and national security functions
that are outside the purpose and core conpetency of driver |icensing
bur eaus; and
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VWHEREAS, The REAL ID Act thus constitutes an unfunded nmandate by
the federal governnment to the states; and

WHEREAS, The REAL ID Act requires states to conformtheir processes
of issuing drivers' |licenses and identification cards to federal
st andards by May 2008; and

WHEREAS, A study predicts that for states to conply with the REAL
ID Act, it wll require all of the estimated 245 mllion current
cardholders in the United States to renew their current identity
docunents in person by producing three or four identity docunents,
i ncreasing processing tine and doubling wait tinme at |icensing centers;
and

VWHEREAS, Ildentification-based security provides only Ilimted
security benefits because it can be avoi ded by defrauding or corrupting
card issuers, and because it does not provide protection against
unknown peopl e planning or conmtting wongful acts; and

VWHEREAS, The REAL ID Act wll cost the states over 11 billion
dollars to inplenent according to a recent survey of 47 state |icensing
authorities conducted by the National Governor's Association, the
Nat i onal Conference of State Legislatures, and the Anerican Associ ation
of Motor Vehicle Adm nistrators; and

VWHEREAS, The wuse of identification-based security cannot be
justified as part of a "layered" security systemif the costs of the
identification "layer," mneasured in dollars, lost privacy, and | ost
liberty, is greater than what security identification provides; and

VWHEREAS, The "comon nmachi ne-readabl e technol ogy" required by the
REAL ID Act wuld convert state-issued drivers' i censes and
identification cards into tracking devices, allow ng conputers to note
and record people's whereabouts each tine they are identified; and

VWHEREAS, A nore secure and flexible system of verifying identity
may be achieved by less intrusive neans to the individual and to states
by enpl oying free market and private sector ingenuity; and

WHEREAS, The requirenents that states mnmmintain databases of
i nformati on about their citizens and residents and share this personal
information with all other states wll expose every state to the
i nformati on security weaknesses of every other state and threaten the
privacy of every American; and

WHEREAS, The REAL ID Act wongly coerces states into doing the
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federal governnent's bidding by threatening to refuse nonconplying
states' citizens the privileges and imunities enjoyed by other states’
citizens; and

WHEREAS, The REAL ID Act threatens the privacy and liberty of those
i ndi vi dual s belonging to unpopular mnority groups, including racia
and cultural organizations, firearmowners and collectors, faith-based
and religious affiliates, political parties, and social novenents; and

WHEREAS, Congress passed the REAL I D Act wi thout a single hearing
in either House and wi thout an up-or-down vote in either House; and

WHEREAS, The REAL ID Act thus inposes a national identification
systemthrough the states prem sed upon a threat to national security,
but without the benefit of public debate and di scourse;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the United
States Congress and the United States Departnent of Honel and Security
suspend inplenentation of the REAL ID Act because it opposes
Jeffersonian principles of individual Iliberty, free markets, and
[imted governnent.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the United States Departnent of Honeland Security, the
President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, and each nenber of Congress from the State of
Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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