© 00 N O Ol WDN P

N PR R R R R R R R
O © 0o ~NO O W DN - O

S-3986. 1

Senate Joi nt Menorial 8023

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Morton

Read first tinme 01/15/08. Referred to Conmmttee on Natural
Resources, Ocean & Recreation.

TO THE HONORABLE GECRGE W BUSH, PRESIDENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, |IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO THE SECRETARIES OF THE
UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR AND THE UN TED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CULTURE:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbled, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, The federal governnent first declared the gray wolf, Canis
| upus, endangered in 1974 and it remains protected under the federal
endangered species act, 16 U S.C. Sec. 1531 et seq.; and

VWHEREAS, The reestablishnment of gray wolf populations in
nei ghboring states will lead to the continued and i ncreased dispersal
of gray wol ves into Washi ngton; and

WHEREAS, Gray wolves prey primarily on nedium and |arge mamal s,
and livestock, poultry, and pet kills are inevitable as gray wolves
i ncreasingly nove into Washi ngton; and

VWHEREAS, The federal endangered species act, 16 U S.C. Sec. 1531,
et seq., generally prohibits |andowers from harassing, harm ng,
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pur sui ng, hunting, shooting, wounding, killing, trapping, or capturing
an endangered species in order to protect their livestock from gray
wol f depredation; and

VWHEREAS, The United States Fish and Wldlife Service is the agency
with primary responsibility for managing the gray wolf and other
endangered species, and the Aninmal and Plant Health Inspection Service
is the primary investigating agency for wolf depredation reports in
Washi ngt on;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that Congress,
the United States Departnment of the Interior, and the United States
Department of Agriculture, prioritize and provide increased resources
for |andowner assistance and tinely federal investigation of wolf
depredation reports in Washi ngton.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the Secretaries of the United States Departnent of the Interior
and the United States Department of Agriculture, the President of the
United States Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
each nmenber of Congress fromthe State of WAshi ngton

~-- END ---
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