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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5435

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2007 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Senate Commttee on Governnment Operations & Elections (originally
sponsored by Senators Kauffman, Pflug, Swecker and Keiser; by request
of Attorney General)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 06/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to the public records exenptions accountability
commttee; adding a new section to chapter 42.56 RCW and creating a
new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes that public
di scl osure exenptions are enacted to neet objectives that are
determined to be in the public interest. G ven the changing nature of
information technology and nanagenent, r ecor dkeepi ng, and the
i ncreasing nunber of public disclosure exenptions, the legislature
finds that periodic reviews of public disclosure exenptions are needed
to determne if each exenption serves the public interest.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 42.56 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1)(a) The public records exenptions accountability commttee is
created to review exenptions from public disclosure, with thirteen
menbers as provided in this subsection.

(i) The governor shall appoint tw nenbers, one of whom represents
t he governor and one of whomrepresents | ocal governnent.
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(1i) The attorney general shall appoint two nmenbers, one of whom
represents the attorney general and one of whomrepresents a statew de
medi a associ ati on.

(ti1) The state auditor shall appoint one nenber.

(iv) The president of the senate shall appoint one nmenber from each
of the two | argest caucuses of the senate.

(v) The speaker of the house of representatives shall appoint one
menber from each of the two [largest caucuses of the house of
representatives.

(vi) The governor shall appoint four nenbers of the public, with
consideration given to diversity of viewpoint and geography.

(b) The governor shall select the chair of the commttee from anong
its menbership.

(c) Ternms of the nenbers shall be four years and shall be
st agger ed, begi nni ng August 1, 2007.

(2) The purpose of the public records exenptions accountability
committee is to review public disclosure exenptions and provide
recommendati ons pursuant to subsection (7)(d) of this section. The
commttee shall develop and publish criteria for review of public
exenpti ons.

(3) All neetings of the commttee shall be open to the public.

(4) The conmmttee must consider input frominterested parties.

(5) The office of the attorney general and the office of financial
managenent shall provide staff support to the committee.

(6) Legislative nenbers of the commttee shall be reinbursed for
travel expenses in accordance with RCW 44.04.120. Nonl egi sl ati ve
menbers, except those representing an enployer or organization, are
entitled to be reinbursed for travel expenses in accordance wth RCW
43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(7)(a) Beginning August 1, 2007, the code reviser shall provide the
commttee by August 1st of each year with a list of all public
di scl osure exenptions in the Revised Code of Washi ngton.

(b) The commttee shall develop a schedule to acconplish a review
of each public disclosure exenption. The commttee shall publish the
schedul e and publish any revisions nade to the schedul e.

(c) The chair shall convene an initial neeting of the commttee by
Septenber 1, 2007. The conmttee shall neet at |east once a quarter
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and may hold additional neetings at the call of the chair or by a
majority vote of the nmenbers of the commttee.

(d) For each public disclosure exenption, the commttee shall
provide a recomendation as to whether the exenption should be
continued wi thout nodification, nodified, scheduled for sunset review
at a future date, or termnated. By Novenber 15th of each year, the
commttee shall transmt its recomendations to the governor, the
attorney general, and the appropriate conmttees of the house of
representatives and the senate.

--- END ---
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