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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1421

Passed Legislature - 2008 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House State CGovernment & Tribal Affairs (originally sponsored by
Representatives Green, MIloscia, Kretz, Arnstrong, Appleton, Kessler,
Ornsby, Warnick, and Moeller; by request of Secretary of State)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 04/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to nodifying the provisions of the address
confidentiality program anendi ng RCW 40. 24. 020, 40. 24. 030, 40. 24. 040,
40. 24. 060, and 40.24.070; and adding a new section to chapter 40.24
RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW40.24.020 and 1991 ¢ 23 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Address" nmeans a residential street address, school address,
or work address of an individual, as specified on the individual's
application to be a program participant under this chapter.

(2) (("Programparticipant” neans a person certified as a program
part-etpant—under—ROW-40-24-030—

3y)) "Donestic violence" neans an act as defined in RCW 10.99. 020
and includes a threat of such acts commtted against an individual in
a donestic situation, regardl ess of whether these acts or threats have
been reported to | aw enforcenent officers.

p. 1 SHB 1421. SL
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(3) "Program participant” nmeans a person certified as a program
partici pant under RCW 40. 24. 030.

(4) "Stalking" neans an act defined in RCW9A.46.110 and includes
a threat of such acts conmmtted against an individual, regardless of
whet her these acts or threats have been reported to |aw enforcenent
of ficers.

Sec. 2. RCW40.24.030 and 2001 c 28 s 2 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) An adult person, a parent or guardian acting on behalf of a
m nor, or a guardian acting on behalf of an incapacitated person, as
defined in RCW 11.88.010, nmay apply to the secretary of state to have
an address designated by the secretary of state serve as the person's
address or the address of the mnor or incapacitated person. The
secretary of state shall approve an application if it is filed in the
manner and on the form prescribed by the secretary of state and if it
cont ai ns:

(a) A sworn statenent, under penalty of perjury, by the applicant
that the applicant has good reason to believe (i) that the applicant,
or the mnor or incapacitated person on whose behalf the application is
made, is a victim of donmestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking;
and (ii) that the applicant fears for his or her safety or his or her
children's safety, or the safety of the m nor or incapacitated person
on whose behalf the application is nade;

(b) If applicable, a sworn statenent, under penalty of perjury, by
the applicant, that the applicant has reason to believe they are a
victimof donestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking perpetrated by
an _enpl oyee of a |aw enforcenent agency:;

(c) A designation of the secretary of state as agent for purposes
of service of process and for the purpose of receipt of mail

((€e))) (d) The ((#m++ng)) residential address and any tel ephone

nunber where the applicant can be contacted by the secretary of state,

( (and—t-he—phone nunber or nunbe rhere the ann . N be ad—h

whi ch shall not be disclosed ((fer—the+easen—that)) because disclosure
will increase the risk of donmestic violence, sexual assault, or
st al ki ng;

SHB 1421. SL p. 2
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(e) The signature of the applicant and of any individual or
representative of any office designated in witing under RCW 40. 24. 080
who assisted in the preparation of the application, and the date on
whi ch the applicant signed the application.

(2) Applications shall be filed wwth the office of the secretary of
state.

(3) Upon filing a properly conpleted application, the secretary of
state shall certify the applicant as a program participant. Applicants
shall be certified for four years followi ng the date of filing unless
the certification is withdrawn or invalidated before that date. The
secretary of state shall by rule establish a renewal procedure.

(4) A person who falsely attests in an application that disclosure
of the applicant's address woul d endanger the applicant's safety or the
safety of the applicant's children or the mnor or incapacitated person
on whose behalf the application is made, or who know ngly provides
false or incorrect information upon nmaking an application, shall be
puni shabl e under RCW 40. 16. 030 or other applicable statutes.

Sec. 3. RCW40.24.040 and 1991 ¢ 23 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) If the program participant obtains a ((sramre)) legal change of
identity, he or she loses certification as a program participant.

(2) The secretary of state may cancel a program participant's
certification if there is a change in the residential address ((f+em
the—ene—tHsted—on—the—appteatton)), unless the program partici pant
provides the secretary of state with ((severn)) at |east two days' prior
notice in witing of the change of address.

(3) The secretary of state nmay cancel certification of a program
participant if mail forwarded by the secretary to the program
participant's address is returned as nondeliverable, refused, or
uncl ai ned.

(4) The secretary of state shall cancel certification of a program
participant who applies using false informtion.

Sec. 4. RCW40.24.060 and 1991 ¢ 23 s 6 are each anmended to read
as follows:
((5)) A program participant who is otherwise qualified to vote

may ((apphby—as—a—serviee)) reqgister as an ongoi ng absentee voter under

p. 3 SHB 1421. SL
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29A.40.040 The county auditor shall transmt the absentee ballot to

the program participant at the mailing address ((desighrated—by—the
participant—in—his—orher—application-as—a service voter)) provided
Nei t her the name nor the address of a program participant shall be
included in any list of registered voters available to the public.
(({2) The county auditor may not nmeke the participant's address

Sec. 5. RCW40.24.070 and 1999 ¢ 53 s 1 are each anmended to read
as follows:

The secretary of state may not nake any records in a program
participant's file available for inspection or copying, other than the
address designated by the secretary of state, except under the
foll ow ng circunstances:

(1) If requested by a law enforcenent agency, to the |aw
enf orcenent agency; and

(a) The participant's application contains no indication that he or
she has been a victimof donestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking
perpetrated by a | aw enforcenent enpl oyee; and

(b) The request is in accordance with official |aw enforcenent
duties and is in witing on official law enforcenent letterhead
stationery and signed by the | aw enforcenent agency's chief officer, or
his or her designee; or

(2) If directed by a court order, to a person identified in the
order; ((er

SHB 1421. SL p. 4
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(a) The request is made by a nonl aw enforcenent agency; or

(b) The participant's file indicates he or she has reason to
believe he or she is a victimof donestic violence, sexual assault, or
stal king perpetrated by a | aw enforcenent enpl oyee.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 40.24 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A court order for address confidentiality program participant
information may only be issued upon a probable cause finding by a
judicial officer that release of address confidentiality program
participant information is |legally necessary:

(1) I'n the course of a crimnal investigation or prosecution; or

(2) To prevent immediate risk to a mnor and neet the statutory
requi renents of the Washington child welfare system

Any court order so issued wll prohibit the release of the
information to any other agency or person not a party to the order.

Passed by the House February 13, 2008.

Passed by the Senate March 4, 2008.

Approved by the Governor March 14, 2008.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 17, 2008.
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