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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2679

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2008 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Appropriations (originally sponsored by Representatives
Robert s, Pettigrew, Hunt , Hasegawa, Sul |'i van, Chase, Morrel l,
Mcintire, Santos, Barlow, Sinpson, Kenney, Goodman, Wod, Darneille
Lant z, and McDonal d)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 12/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to inproving educational outcones for students in
foster care; anmendi ng RCW 28A. 150. 510; addi ng new sections to chapter
28A. 310 RCW adding a new section to chapter 28A 300 RCW adding a new
section to chapter 74.13 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

*NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28A.310
RCWto read as foll ows:

Subject to the availability of funds appropriated for this purpose,
t he Puget Sound educational service district shall designate a foster
care program supervisor to coordinate prograns and services for
students in foster care. The foster care program supervisor shall:

(1) Facilitate the use of education system resources to inprove
educational stability and other neasurable outcones for children in
children's adm nistration out-of-honme care and enrolled in a school
district within the Puget Sound educational service district;

(2) Develop and distribute nodel school district policies to
i nprove services and supports to children in children's adm nistration
out-of -home care and enrolled in a school district within the Puget
Sound educational service district;

p. 1 SHB 2679. SL
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(3) Provide training to public school staff on the inpact of child
abuse and negl ect, school preparedness, and the child welfare system
upon children who live in children's adm nistration out-of-honme care,
the likely need for students in children's adm nistration out-of-hone
care to have a strong relationship with one or nore adults at schoo
and academ ¢ and behavioral renediation, and the need to determ ne
eligibility of students in children's adm nistration out-of-hone care
for the many prograns for which they qualify that are provided in
school s;

(4) Provide technical assistance to schools concerning interagency
agreenents and children's admnistration policies relative to the
education of children who live in children's adm nistration out-of - hone
care;

(5) Coordinate with the MKinney-Vento education of honeless
children and youth program supervisor wthin the office of the
superintendent of public instruction on issues that relate to the
definition of children's admnistration out-of-home care and
homel essness;

(6) Coordinate with the office of the superintendent of public
instruction the legal interpretations of the famly education rights
and privacy act and the health insurance portability and accountability
act relative to data exchange;

(7) Provide technical assistance to school districts within the
Puget Sound educational service district to facilitate local data
exchange;

(8) Coordinate with regions 4 and 5 children's admnistration
education leads to facilitate conpletion of interagency agreenents for
top priority school districts within the Puget Sound educational
service district; and

(9) Establish a nodel information and data-sharing agreenent
between school districts and the children's admnistration and
facilitate conpletion of information and data-sharing agreenents.

*Sec. 1 was vetoed. See nessage at end of chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

The superintendent of public instruction shall provide an annua
aggregate report to the legislature on the educational experiences and
progress of students in children's admnistration out-of-hone care.

SHB 2679. SL p. 2
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This data should be disaggregated in the smallest units allowable by
|aw that do not identify an individual student, in order to |earn which
school districts are experiencing the greatest success and chal |l enges
in achieving quality educational outcomes with students in children's
adm ni stration out-of-honme care.

*NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 310
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Subject to the availability of funds appropriated for this
pur pose, the Puget Sound educational service district shall create a
grant program for |ocal school districts to inprove stability and
educational outcomes for students in foster care. Grants shall be
awarded to school districts with the highest incidence of child
protective services renovals and foster care placenents under chapter
13. 34 RCW

(2) School districts receiving grants under this section shall
agree to the foll ow ng:

(a) The grant shall not supplant funding already in place for all
st udent s.

(b) The grant shall be used to suppl ement and enhance educati onal
stability and educational outcomes for students in foster care.

(3) Gant activities may include but are not limted to the
fol | ow ng:

(a) Dedicated staff tine for:

(1) Additional counselor support for students in foster care and
foster parent support;

(1i) Facilitation of education planning neetings with children's
adm ni stration caseworkers, students, foster and relative caregivers,
ot her comunity providers, and birth parents when appropri ate;

(ti1) Coordination with progranms for which students in foster care
may be eligible including: Title I, Upward Bound, free and reduced
nmeal s, etc.;

(1v) Tutoring;

(v) Tenporary arrangenents for transportation to enhance
educational stability;

(vi) Coordination with the MKinney-Vento education of honeless
children and youth program activities within the office of the

p. 3 SHB 2679. SL
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superintendent of public instruction and |local school district Title X
|ial sons;

(vii) Activities pronoting engagenent of foster parents in schoo
progranm ng activities;

(viii) Qutreach to birth parents, when appropri ate;

(ix) Assurance of tinmely and accurate record and data transfer when
a student in foster care noves to a different school;

(x) Support for school -based foster parent recruitnent; and

(xi) Addi ti onal school staff training concer ni ng t he
characteristics and needs of students in foster care including
protecting the right to privacy for students in foster care;

(b) Fees normally covered by parents for extracurricular activity
participation, school pictures, yearbooks, ASB cards, school fines
etc.

(4) The Puget Sound educational service district shall annually
submt a report to the |egislature on grant program outcones under this

secti on.
*Sec. 3 was vetoed. See nmessage at end of chapter.

*NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Subject to availability of funds appropriated specifically for
this purpose, the departnent of social and health services, within the
children's adm nistration, shall fund two school district-based foster
care recruitnent pilots in one or nore of the school districts with the
hi ghest nunber of child protective services renovals and out-of-hone

pl acenents wunder chapter 13.34 RCW Pilots nust coordinate wth
existing foster care recruitnment contracts and the famly-to-famly
nodel . Funds can be used to expand existing contracts or fund

children's adm nistration staff.

(2) The departnment of social and health services shall annually
report to the legislature on the increase or decrease of foster hones
within the pilot areas.

*Sec. 4 was vetoed. See nessage at end of chapter.

Sec. 5. RCW28A. 150.510 and 2000 ¢ 88 s 1 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

In order to effectively serve students who are ((uhder—the
pur-sdi-etion—ofthefuvenitejusticesystemas)) dependent pursuant to
chapter 13.34 RCW education records shall be ((released—upon))

SHB 2679. SL p. 4
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transmtted to the departnent of social and health services wthin two
school days after receiving the request ((+e)) fromthe departnent ((ef
soctal—and—health-serviees)) provided that the departnent ((ef—seeial
and—health-serviees)) certifies that it will not disclose to any ot her
party the education records w thout prior witten consent of the parent
or student unless authorized to disclose the records under state |aw.
The departnent of social and health services is authorized to disclose
education records it obtains pursuant to this section to a foster
parent, guardian, or other entity authorized by the departnment ((ef
soctal—and—health—servieces)) to provide residential care to the
st udent .

*NEWSECTION. Sec. 6. |If specific funding for the purposes of this

act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2008, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

*Sec. 6 was vetoed. See nmessage at end of chapter.

Passed by the House March 10, 2008.

Passed by the Senate March 7, 2008.

Approved by the Governor April 1, 2008, with the exception of
certain itens that were vetoed.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 2, 2008.

Note: Governor's explanation of partial veto is as follows:

"I am returning, wthout ny approval as to Sections 1, 3, 4 and 6,
Substitute House Bill 2679 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Relating to inproving educational outconmes for students in
foster care.”

This bill relates to projects to inprove educational outconmes for
students in foster care.

Section 1 creates a foster care program supervi sor at the Puget Sound
Educational Service District.

Section 3 directs the Puget Sound Educational Service District to
create a grant program for school districts to inprove stability and
educational outconmes for students in foster care.

Section 4 directs the Children's Adm nistration to fund two schoo
di strict-based foster care recruitnent pilots.

VWaile it is inportant to provide services to students in foster care,
these services should be informed by effective practice and
fornmulated in a coordinated manner. In 2007, the Legislature created
the Building Bridges grant program (HB 1573) whi ch funds partnerships
of schools, famlies, and conmmunities to build a conprehensive
dropout prevention, intervention and retrieval system These grants

will serve at-risk mddle and high school students; targeted student
popul ations include youth in foster care. The Children's
Adm nistration, in the Departnment of Social and Health Services,
currently has educational advocacy coordinators. In addition, the
suppl enent al budget enhances fundi ng for t he Children's

p. 5 SHB 2679. SL



Adm nistration to provide Child Health Education and Tracki ng (CHET)
screenings for all children who are in out-of-hone care for 30 days
or | onger. Before new pilot prograns are initiated, we need to
evaluate the effectiveness of current prograns and consider the best
approach to coordi nating services.

Section 6 of Substitute House Bill 2679 makes the act null and void
if specific funding for this act is not provided in the omnibus
appropriations act. The funding in the budget was specifically for

Sections 1, 3, and 4. To retain the policies in Sections 2 and 5,
this null and void section nust be vetoed.

For these reasons, | amvetoing Sections 1, 3, 4, and 6 of Substitute
House Bill 2679.

Wth the exception of Sections 1, 3, 4, and 6, Substitute House Bil
2679 is approved.”

SHB 2679. SL p. 6
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