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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 3212

Passed Legislature - 2008 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Education (originally sponsored by Representatives Santos
and Hudgi ns)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 05/ 08.

AN ACT Rel ating to nonitoring and addressi ng achi evenent of groups
of students; and anendi ng RCW 28A. 300. 130, 43. 06B. 020, and 28A. 655. 090.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 28A.300.130 and 2006 c 116 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) To facilitate access to information and materials on
educational inprovenent and research, the superintendent of public
instruction, to the extent funds are appropriated, shall establish the
center for the inprovenent of student |earning. The center shall work
in conjunction wth parents, educat i onal service districts,
institutions of higher education, and education, parent, comunity, and
busi ness organi zati ons.

(2) The center, in conjunction with other staff in the office of
t he superintendent of public instruction, shall:

(a) Serve as a clearinghouse for information regardi ng successf ul
educational inprovenent and parental involvenent prograns in schools
and districts, and information about efforts within institutions of
hi gher education in the state to support educational inprovenent
initiatives in Washi ngton schools and districts;
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(b) Provide best practices research that can be used to help
school s devel op and i npl enent: Prograns and practices to inprove
instruction; systens to analyze student assessnent data, wth an
enphasi s on systens that will conbine the use of state and | ocal data
to nonitor the academ c progress of each and every student in the
school district; conprehensive, school-w de inprovenent plans; school -
based shared decision-making nodels; prograns to pronote |ifelong
learning and community involvenent in education; school-to-work
transition progranms; prograns to neet the needs of highly capable
students; prograns and practices to neet the needs of students wth
disabilities; prograns and practices to neet the diverse needs of
students based on gender, racial, ethnic, econom c, and special needs
status; research, information, and technology systens; and other
prograns and practices that will assist educators in hel ping students
|l earn the essential academ c | earning requirenents;

(c) Develop and nmaintain an internet web site to increase the
avai lability of information, research, and other materials;

(d) Wrk wth appropriate organizations to inform teachers,
district and school admnistrators, and school directors about the
wai vers available and the broadened school board powers under RCW
28A. 320. 015;

(e) Provide training and consultation services, i ncl udi ng
conducting regional summer institutes;

(f) ldentify strategies for inproving the success rates of ethnic
and racial student groups and students wth disabilities, wth
di sproportionate academ ¢ achi evenent;

(g0 Wrk wth parents, teachers, and school districts in
establ i shing a nodel absentee notification procedure that will properly
notify parents when their student has not attended a class or has

m ssed a school day. The office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall consider various types of conmunication with parents
including, but not limted to, electronic mail, phone, and postal mail;
and

(h) Perform other functions consistent with the purpose of the
center as prescribed in subsection (1) of this section.

(3) The superintendent of public instruction shall select and
enploy a director for the center.

SHB 3212. SL p. 2
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(4) The superintendent may enter into contracts with individuals or

organi zations including but not I|imted to: School districts;
educational service districts; educational organizations; teachers;
hi gher education faculty; institutions of higher education; state

agenci es; business or comunity-based organizations; and ot her
individuals and organizations to acconplish the duties and
responsibilities of the center. In carrying out the duties and
responsibilities of the center, the superintendent, whenever possible,
shall wuse practitioners to assist agency staff as well as assist
educators and others in schools and districts.

(5) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
report to the legislature by Septenber 1, 2007, and thereafter
biennially, regarding the effectiveness of the center for ((Fhe})) the
i nprovenent of student |earning, how the services provided by the
center for ((fthe})) the inprovenent of student |earning have been used
and by whom and recommendations to inprove the accessibility and
application of know edge and information that |eads to i nproved student
| earning and greater famly and community involvenent in the public
education system

Sec. 2. RCW43.06B. 020 and 2006 ¢ 116 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

The education onbudsman shall have the foll ow ng powers and duties:

(1) To develop parental i nvol venent mat eri al s, i ncl udi ng
instructional guides developed to inform parents of the essential
academ c learning requirenents required by the superintendent of public
i nstruction. The instructional guides also shall contain actions
parents may take to assist their children in neeting the requirenents,
and should focus on reaching parents who have not previously been
involved with their children's education;

(2) To provide information to students, parents, and interested
menbers of the public regarding this state's public elenentary and
secondary education system

(3) To identify obstacles to greater parent and comrunity
i nvol venent in school shared decision-naking processes and recomrend
strategies for helping parents and community nenbers to participate
effectively in school shared decision-making processes, including
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under st andi ng and respecting the rol es of school bui | di ng
adm ni strators and staff;

(4) To identify and recommend strategies for inproving the success
rates of ethnic and racial student groups and students wth
disabilities, with disproportionate academ c achi evenent;

(5 To refer conplainants and others to appropriate resources,
agenci es, or departnents;

(6) To facilitate the resolution of conplaints made by parents and
students with regard to the state's public elenentary and secondary
education system

(7) To perform such other functions consistent with the purpose of
t he educati on onbudsman; and

(8) To consult with representatives of the foll ow ng organi zati ons
and groups regarding the work of the office of the educati on onbudsnman,
including but not limted to:

(a) The state parent teacher association;

(b) Certificated and cl assified school enpl oyees;

(c) School and school district adm nistrators;

(d) Parents of special education students;

(e) Parents of English |anguage |earners;

(f) The Washington state conm ssion on Hi spanic affairs;

(g) The Washington state comm ssion on African-Anerican affairs;

(h) The Washington state comm ssion on Asian Pacific American
affairs; and

(1) The governor's office of Indian affairs.

Sec. 3. RCW 28A.655.090 and 1999 c 388 s 301 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) By Septenber 10, 1998, and by Septenber 10th each year
thereafter, the superintendent of public instruction shall report to
school s, school districts, and the legislature on the results of the
Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning and state-mandated norm
referenced standardi zed tests.

(2) The reports shall include the assessnent results by school and
school district, and include changes over tine. For the Washi ngton
assessnment of student learning, results shall be reported as foll ows:

(a) The percentage of students neeting the standards;
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(b) The percentage of students performng at each |evel of the
assessnent; ((and))

(c) Disaggregation of results by at least the foll ow ng subgroups
of students: White, Black, Hi spanic, Anerican |Indian/Al askan Native,
Asian, Pacific Islander/Hawaiian Native, low incone, transitional
bilingual, mgrant, special education, and, beginning wth the 2009-10
school vyear, students covered by section 504 of the federa
rehabilitation act of 1973, as anended (29 U.S.C.  Sec. 794); and

(d) A learning inprovenent index that shows changes in student
performance within the different I evels of student |earning reported on
t he Washi ngton assessnent of student | earning.

(3) The reports shall contain data regarding the different
characteristics of schools, such as poverty |levels, percent of English
as a second | anguage students, dropout rates, attendance, percent of
students in special education, and student nobility so that districts
and schools can learn fromthe inprovenent efforts of other schools and
districts wwth simlar characteristics.

(4) The reports shall contain student scores on mandated tests by
conpar abl e Washi ngton schools of simlar characteristics.

(5) The reports shall contain information on public school choice
options avail able to students, including vocational education.

(6) The reports shall be posted on the superintendent of public
instruction's internet web site.

(7) To protect the privacy of students, the results of schools and
districts that test fewer than ten students in a grade |evel shall not

be reported. In addition, in order to ensure that results are reported
accurately, the superintendent of public instruction shall maintain the
confidentiality of statewde data files wuntil the superintendent

determ nes that the data are conplete and accurate.

(8) The superintendent of public instruction shall nonitor the
percentage and nunber of special education and limted English-
proficient students exenpted fromtaking the assessnents by school s and
school districts to ensure the exenptions are in conpliance wth
exenption guidelines.

Passed by the House February 14, 2008.

Passed by the Senate March 11, 2008.

Approved by the Governor March 26, 2008.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 26, 2008.
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