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ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5843

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2007 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Senate Commttee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by
Senators Cem g, Tom Rockefeller, Zarelli and Keiser)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 05/ 07.

AN ACT Rel ating to educational data and data systens; anendi ng RCW
28A. 410. 070; addi ng new sections to chapter 28A 300 RCW adding a new
section to chapter 43.41 RCW adding a new section to chapter 28A.320
RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) Reliable data on student progress, characteristics of students
and schools, and teacher qualifications and nobility is critical for
accountability to the state and to the public;

(2) Educational data should be nade available as wi dely as possible
whil e appropriately protecting the privacy of individuals as provided
by | aw,

(3) Having a single, conprehensive, and technically conpatible
student and school -1 evel data system will streamline data collection
for school districts, reduce inefficiencies caused by the Ilack of
connectivity, and mnimze or elimnate multiple data entry; and

(4) Schools and districts should be supported in their managenent
of educational data and should have access to user-friendly prograns
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and reports that can be readily used by classroomteachers and buil di ng
principals to inprove instruction.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The office of the superintendent of public instruction is
aut horized to establish a |ongitudinal student data system for and on
behal f of school districts in the state. The primary purpose of the
data systemis to better aid research into prograns and interventions
that are nost effective in inproving student performance, better
understand the state's public educator workforce, and provide
information on areas wthin the educational system that need
i nprovenent .

(2) The confidentiality of personally identifiable student data
shal | be safeguarded consistent with the requirenments of the federa
famly educational rights privacy act and applicable state | aws.
Consistent with the provisions of these federal and state |aws, data
may be disclosed for educational purposes and studies, including but
not limted to:

(a) Educational studies authorized or nmandated by the state
| egi sl ature;

(b) Studies initiated by other state educational authorities and
aut horized by the office of the superintendent of public instruction,
i ncl udi ng anal ysis conducted by the education data center established
under section 3 of this act; and

(c) Studies initiated by other public or private agencies and
organi zati ons and authorized by the office of the superintendent of
public instruction.

(3) Any agency or organization that is authorized by the office of
t he superintendent of public instruction to access student-Ilevel data
shal |l adhere to all federal and state |aws protecting student data and
safeguarding the confidentiality and privacy of student records.

(4) Nothing in this section precludes the office of the
superintendent of public instruction from collecting and distributing
aggregat e data about students or student-|evel data w thout personally
identifiable information.

E2SSB 5843. SL p. 2
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 43.41 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) An education data center shall be established in the office of
financi al managenent. The education data center shall jointly, wth
the | egislative education and accountability programcommttee, conduct
col | aborative analyses of early learning, K-12, and higher education
prograns and education issues across the P-20 system which includes
the departnment of wearly learning, the superintendent of public
instruction, the professional educator standards board, the state board
of education, the state board for comunity and technical colleges, the
wor kforce training and education coordinating board, the higher
education coordinating board, public and private nonprofit four-year
institutions of higher education, and the enploynent security
depart nent. The education data center shall conduct collaborative
anal yses under this section wth the |legislative evaluation and
accountability programconmttee and provide data electronically to the
| egislative evaluation and accountability program commttee, to the
extent permtted by state and federal confidentiality requirenments
The education data center shall be considered an authorized
representative of the state educational agencies in this section under
applicable federal and state statutes for purposes of accessing and
conpiling student record data for research purposes.

(2) The education data center shall:

(a) Coordinate with other state education agencies to conpile and
anal yze education data, including data on student denographics that is
di saggregated by distinct ethnic categories wthin racial subgroups,
and conpl ete P-20 research projects;

(b) Coll aborate with the | egislative evaluation and accountability
program commttee and the education and fiscal commttees of the
legislature in identifying the data to be conpiled and analyzed to
ensure that legislative interests are served,

(c) Track enrollment and outcones through the public centralized
hi gher education enroll nment system

(d) Assist other state educational agencies' collaborative efforts
to devel op a | ong-range enrol |l nent plan for higher education including
estimates to neet denographi c and wor kforce needs; and

(e) Provide research that focuses on student transitions within and
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anong the early learning, K-12, and hi gher education sectors in the P-
20 system

(3) The departnent of early learning, superintendent of public
i nstruction, professional educator standards board, state board of
education, state board for community and technical coll eges, workforce
training and education coordinating boar d, hi gher educati on
coordi nati ng board, public four-year institutions of higher education,
and enpl oynent security departnment shall work with the education data
center to devel op data-sharing and research agreenents, consistent with
applicable security and confidentiality requirenents, to facilitate the
work of the center. Private, nonprofit institutions of higher
education that provide prograns of education beyond the high school
| evel |leading at |east to the baccal aureate degree and are accredited
by the Northwest association of schools and colleges or their peer
accreditation bodies my also develop data-sharing and research
agreenents wth the education data center, consistent with applicable
security and confidentiality requirenments. The education data center
shal | make data from col | aborative anal yses avail able to the education
agencies and institutions that contribute data to the education data
center to the extent allowed by federal and state security and
confidentiality requirements applicable to the data of each
contributing agency or institution.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 320
RCWto read as foll ows:

No later than the beginning of the 2008-09 school year and
thereafter, each school district shall collect and electronically
submt to the office of the superintendent of public instruction, in a
format and according to a schedule prescribed by the office, the
followi ng data for each class or course offered in each school

(1) The certification nunber or other unique identifier associated
with the teacher's certificate for each teacher assigned to teach the
class or course, including reassignnents that may occur during the
school year; and

(2) The statew de student identifier for each student enrolled in
or being provided services through the class or course.

E2SSB 5843. SL p. 4
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
devel op standards for school data systens that focus on validation and
verification of data entered into the systens to ensure accuracy and
conpatibility of data. The standards shall address but are not |imted
to the foll ow ng topics:

(a) Date validation;

(b) Code validation, which includes gender, race or ethnicity, and
ot her code el enents;

(c) Decimal and integer validation; and

(d) Required field validation as defined by state and federal
requirenents.

(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall develop a
reporting format and instructions for school districts to collect and
submt data on student denographics that is disaggregated by distinct
ethnic categories within racial subgroups so that analyses may be
conducted on student achi evenent using the di saggregated dat a.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. (1) To the extent funds are appropriated for
this purpose, the office of the superintendent of public instruction
shal | conduct a feasibility study on expanding the | ongitudi nal student
data system beyond the elenents currently collected and those required
under section 4 of this act.

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction, in
consultation with the work group established under subsection (5) of
this section, shall identify a prelimnary set of additional data
el ements whose collection shall be field tested on a pilot basis in at
| east two school districts, with at |east one with over twenty thousand
in full-tinme equivalent enrollnment and at | east one with I ess than two
thousand in full-time equivalent enrollnment. Anong the data el enents
to be field tested shall be course codes for a limted set of core high
school mathenatics courses, based on the classification of secondary
school courses by the national center for education statistics.

(3) Additional topics addressed by the feasibility study shall
i nclude, but are not limted to:

(a) Detailed estimates on the cost of the developnent and
i npl ementation of the expanded data system

p. 5 E2SSB 5843. SL
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(b) A final list of specific data elenents that are necessary to
allow effective and efficient research on an individual school,
district, and statew de basis, and of those data elenents,
identification of what data is currently reported by schools and school
districts and what is not reported,;

(c) An inplenmentation plan for consistent coding of secondary
courses in subjects other than mathematics that is based on a national
classification system

(d) A phased-in inplenentation of a conprehensive data systemwth
school -l evel financial, student, teacher, and community variables
consistent with recommendations of the joint legislative audit and
review conmttee; and

(e) The staffing and related inpacts on schools and school
districts from the collection of the recommended data elenents and
consi deration of ways to reduce duplicate reporting of data.

(4) By Novenber 1, 2008, the office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall provide a final report on the results of the
feasibility study, including the results fromthe field tests, to the
appropriate policy and fiscal conmttees of the |egislature.

(5) To assist in conducting the feasibility study and field tests
and in carrying out the responsibilities assigned under section 5 of
this act, the office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
convene a work group conprised of representatives of the follow ng
agenci es and organi zations: The education data center established
under section 3 of this act, the Washington state institute for public
policy, the professional educator standards board, the state board of
education, the joint legislative audit and review commttee, the center
for analysis of longitudinal data in education research, other research
organi zati ons as appropriate, school districts of varying sizes and
geographic | ocations, educational service districts, the Washington
school information processing cooperative, at |east one additional
school information systemvendor, the association of Washi ngton school
princi pals, the Washington association of school adm nistrators, the
Washi ngt on educati on associ ation, the Washi ngton associ ati on of school
busi ness officials, the Washi ngton associ ati on of colleges for teacher
education, and the Washi ngton state school directors' association.
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Sec. 7. RCW 28A.410.070 and 1983 c 56 s 12 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Al certificates issued by the superintendent of public
instruction shall be valid and entitle the hol der thereof to enpl oynent
in any school district of the state upon being registered by the school
district if designated to do so by the school district, which fact
shal|l be evidenced on the certificate in the words, "Registered for use
in . . . . . . district,” together with the date of registry, and an
official signature of the person registering the same: PROVIDED, That
a copy of the original certificate duly certified by the superintendent
of public instruction may be used for the purpose of registry and
endorsenment in lieu of the original.

(2) The superint endent of public instruction may accept
applications for educator certification that are submtted using an

electronic signature fromthe applicant.

Passed by the Senate April 17, 2007.

Passed by the House April 9, 2007.

Approved by the Governor May 9, 2007.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 11, 2007.
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