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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6246

Passed Legislature - 2008 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Labor, Comerce, Research & Developnent (originally
sponsored by Senator Honeyford)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 07/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to travel expenses for closed industrial insurance
cl ai ms; and anmendi ng RCW 51. 36. 020.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW51.36.020 and 1999 ¢ 395 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) When the injury to any worker is so serious as to require his
or her being taken from the place of injury to a place of treatnent,
his or her enployer shall, at the expense of the nedical aid fund, or
self-insurer, as the case may be, furnish transportation to the nearest
pl ace of proper treatnent.

(2) Every worker whose injury results in the loss of one or nore
limbs or eyes shall be provided with proper artificial substitutes and
every worker, who suffers an injury to an eye producing an error of
refraction, shall be once provided proper and properly equi pped | enses
to correct such error of refraction and his or her disability rating
shal | be based upon the |oss of sight before correction.

(3) Every worker whose accident results in danage to or destruction
of an artificial linb, eye, or tooth, shall have sane repaired or
repl aced.

p. 1 SSB 6246. SL



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W W WPNDNDNDNDNMNDNMNDNDDNNMNDNMNMNMNMNNMNPPRPPRPPRPPRPERPEPRPRPRPREPE
N o oA WNEFE OO 0o NP WDNPE OO oo N O W DN e o

(4) Every worker whose hearing aid or eyeglasses or |lenses are
damaged, destroyed, or lost as a result of an industrial accident shall
have the sane restored or replaced. The departnent or self-insurer
shall be liable only for the cost of restoring damaged hearing aids or
eyegl asses to their condition at the tinme of the accident.

(5)(a) Al nmechanical appliances necessary in the treatnment of an
i njured worker, such as braces, belts, casts, and crutches, shall be
provi ded and all nechanical appliances required as pernmanent equi pnent
after treatnment has been conpleted shall continue to be provided or
repl aced without regard to the date of injury or date treatnent was
conpl eted, notw t hstandi ng any other provision of |aw

(b) Injured workers shall be reinbursed for reasonable travel
expenses when travel is required in order to repair, replace, or
otherwise alter prosthetics, orthotics, or simlar permnent nechani cal
appliances after closure of the claim This subsection (5)(b) does not
include travel for the repair or replacenent of hearing aid devices.

(6) A worker, whose injury is of such short duration as to bring
him or her within the time limt provisions of RCW 51.32.090, shall
neverthel ess receive during the omtted period nedical, surgical, and
hospital care and service and transportation under the provisions of
this chapter.

(7) \Whenever in the sole discretion of the supervisor it 1is
reasonabl e and necessary to provide residence nodifications necessary
to neet the needs and requirenents of the worker who has sustained
catastrophic injury, the departnment or self-insurer may be ordered to
pay an anount not to exceed the state's average annual wage for one
year as determ ned under RCW 50.04. 355, as now existing or hereafter
anmended, toward the cost of such nodifications or construction. Such
paynment shall only be nmade for the construction or nodification of a
residence in which the injured worker resides. Only one residence of
any worker may be nodified or constructed under this subsection,
al t hough the supervisor may order nore than one paynent for any one
home, up to the maxi mum anount permtted by this section.

(8)(a) Whenever in the sole discretion of the supervisor it is
reasonabl e and necessary to nodify a notor vehicle owned by a worker
who has becone an anputee or becones paral yzed because of an industrial
injury, the supervisor may order up to fifty percent of the state's
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average annual wage for one year, as determ ned under RCW50.04. 355, to
be paid by the departnment or self-insurer toward the costs thereof.

(b) In the sole discretion of the supervisor after his or her
review, the anmount paid under this subsection may be increased by no
nmore than four thousand dollars by witten order of the supervisor.

(9) The benefits provided by subsections (7) and (8) of this
section are available to any otherwi se eligible worker regardl ess of
the date of industrial injury.

Passed by the Senate February 18, 2008.

Passed by the House March 5, 2008.

Approved by the Governor March 18, 2008.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 19, 2008.
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