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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6371

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2008 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Higher Education (originally sponsored by Senators Hew tt,
Hobbs, Shi n, Parl ette, Ki ng, Rockefell er, Swecker, Br andl and,
McCaslin, Haugen, Kohl-Welles, Rasnussen, Kilnmer, and Shel don)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 24/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to tuition and fee waivers for veterans' famlies;
anendi ng RCW 28B. 15. 621 and 28B. 15. 385; and reenacti ng and anendi ng RCW
28B. 15. 910.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW28B. 15.621 and 2007 ¢ 450 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The legislature finds that active mlitary and naval veterans,
reserve mlitary and naval veterans, and national guard nenbers called
to active duty have served their country and have risked their lives to
defend the lives of all Anericans and the freedons that define and
di stinguish our nation. The legislature intends to honor active
mlitary and naval veterans, reserve mlitary and naval veterans, and
national guard nenbers who have served on active mlitary or naval duty
for the public service they have provided to this country.

(2) Subject to the Iimtations in RCW 28B. 15.910, the governing
boards of the state wuniversities, the regional wuniversities, The
Evergreen State College, and the community coll eges, may waive all or
a portion of tuition and fees for an eligible veteran or national guard
menber.

p. 1 ESSB 6371. SL
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(3) The governing boards of the state universities, the regiona
uni versities, The Evergreen State Coll ege, and the community coll eges,
may waive all or a portion of tuition and fees for a mlitary or naval
veteran who is a Washington domciliary, but who did not serve on
foreign soil or in international waters or in another location in
support of those serving on foreign soil or in international waters and
who does not qualify as an eligible veteran or national guard nenber
under subsection (8) of this section. However, there shall be no state
general fund support for waivers granted under this subsection.

(4) Subject to the conditions in subsection (5) of this section and
the limtations in RCW 28B.15.910, the governing boards of the state
uni versities, the regional universities, The Evergreen State Coll ege,
and the community colleges, shall waive all tuition and fees for the
foll ow ng persons:

(a) A child and the spouse or surviving spouse of an eligible
veteran or national guard nenber who becane totally disabled, as
defined in RCW 28B. 15. 385 ((while—engaged)), as a result of serving in
active federal mlitary or naval service, or who is determ ned by the
federal governnent to be a prisoner of war or mssing in action; and

(b) A child and the surviving spouse of an eligible veteran or
nati onal guard nenber who lost his or her life ((while—engaged)) as a
result of serving in active federal mlitary or naval service.

(5) The conditions in this subsection (5) apply to waivers under
subsection (4) of this section.

(a) A child nmust be a Washington domciliary between the age of
seventeen and twenty-six to be eligible for the tuition waiver. A
child s marital status does not affect eligibility.

(b) (i) A surviving spouse nust be a Washington domciliary.

(ii) Except as provided in (b)(iii) of this subsection, a surviving
spouse has ten years fromthe date of the death, total disability ((as
defned—+n—REOW-28B-15-385)), or federal determ nation of prisoner of
war or mssing in action status of the eligible veteran or nationa
guard nenber to receive ((the)) benefits under the waiver. Upon
remarriage, the surviving spouse is ineligible for the waiver of all
tuition and fees.

(iii) If a death results from total disability, the surviving
spouse has ten years from the date of death in which to receive
benefits under the waiver.

ESSB 6371. SL p. 2
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(c) Each recipient's continued participation is subject to the
school's satisfactory progress policy.

(d) Tuition waivers for graduate students are not required for
those who qualify wunder subsection (4) of this section but are
encour aged.

(e) Recipients who receive a waiver under subsection (4) of this
section may attend full-tine or part-tine. Total credits earned using
the waiver nmay not exceed two hundred quarter credits, or the
equi val ent of senester credits.

(6) Required waivers of all tuition and fees under subsection (4)
of this section shall not affect perm ssive waivers of tuition and fees
under subsection (3) of this section.

(7) Private vocational schools and private higher education
institutions are encouraged to provide waivers consistent with the
terms in subsections (2) through (5) of this section.

(8) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this
section.

(a) "Eligible veteran or national guard nenber"” nmeans a WAshi ngt on
domciliary who was an active or reserve nenber of the United States
mlitary or naval forces, or a national guard nenber called to active
duty, who served in active federal service, under either Title 10 or
Title 32 of the United States Code, in a war or conflict fought on
foreign soil or in international waters or in another location in
support of those serving on foreign soil or in international waters,
and if discharged from service, has received an honorabl e di scharge.

(b) "Totally disabled" neans a person who has been deternm ned to be

one hundred percent disabled by the federal departnent of veterans
affairs.

(c) "Washington domciliary" neans a person whose true, fixed, and
per manent house and place of habitation is the state of WAshington.
"Washi ngton domciliary"” includes a person who is residing in renta

housing or residing in base housing. |In ascertaining whether a child
or surviving spouse is domciled in the state of Wshington, public
institutions of higher education shall, to the fullest extent possible,

rely upon the standards provided in RCW 28B. 15. 013.
(9) As used in subsection (4) of this section, "fees" includes al
assessnents for costs incurred as a condition to a student's full

p. 3 ESSB 6371. SL
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participation in coursework and related activities at an institution of
hi gher educati on.

(10) The governing boards of the state universities, the regqional
universities, The Evergreen State College, and the comunity coll eges
shall report to the higher education commttees of the leqgislature by
Novenber 15, 2010, and every two years thereafter, regarding the status
of inplenentation of the waivers under subsection (4) of this section.
The reports shall include the following data and information:

(a) Total nunber of waivers;

(b) Total anmpunt of tuition waived;

(c) Total ampunt of fees waived;

(d) Average anpunt of tuition and fees waived per recipient;

(e) Recipient denpbgraphic data that is disaggregated by distinct
ethnic categories within racial subgroups; and

(f) Recipient incone level, to the extent possible.

Sec. 2. RCW28B. 15.385 and 2007 ¢ 450 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

For the purposes of RCW 28B.15.380((s)) and 28B.15.520((—and
28B-15-621)), the phrase "totally disabled" neans a person who has
becone totally and permanently disabled for life by bodily injury or
di sease, and is thereby prevented from perform ng any occupation or
gai nful pursuit.

Sec. 3. RCW28B. 15.910 and 2007 c¢ 522 s 948 and 2007 c 450 s 2 are
each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

(1) For the purpose of providing state general fund support to
public institutions of higher education, except for revenue waived
under prograns listed in subsections (3) and (4) of this section, and
unl ess ot herw se expressly provided in the omi bus state appropriations
act, the total anmpunt of operating fees revenue wai ved, exenpted, or
reduced by a state university, a regional university, The Evergreen
State College, or the comunity colleges as a whole, shall not exceed
t he percentage of total gross authorized operating fees revenue in this
subsection. As used in this section, "gross authorized operating fees
revenue" neans the estimted gross operating fees revenue as esti mated
under RCW 82.33.020 or as revised by the office of financial

ESSB 6371. SL p. 4
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(4) The total anount of operating fees revenue waived, exenpted, or
reduced by institutions of higher education participating in the
western interstate conmi ssi on for hi gher educati on western
under gr aduat e exchange program under RCW 28B. 15.544 shall not exceed
t he percentage of total gross authorized operating fees revenue in this
subsecti on.

(a) Washington State University 1 percent
(b) Eastern Washi ngton University 3 percent
(c) Central Washington University 3 percent
(5) The institutions of higher education wll participate in
outreach activities to increase the nunber of veterans who receive
tuition waivers. Coll eges and universities shall revise the

application for admssions so that all applicants shall have the
opportunity to advise the institution that they are veterans who need
assi st ance. If a person indicates on the application for adm ssions
that the person is a veteran who is in need of assistance, then the
institution of higher education shall ask the person whether they have

any funds di sbursed in accordance with the Montgonery G Bill available
to them Each institution shall encourage veterans to utilize funds
available to them in accordance with the Montgonmery G Bill prior to

providing the veteran a tuition waiver.

Passed by the Senate March 12, 2008.

Passed by the House March 11, 2008.

Approved by the Governor March 27, 2008.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 28, 2008.
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