VETO MESSAGE ON E2SHB 1569
May 2, 2007

To the Honorabl e Speaker and Menbers,
The House of Representatives of the State of Washi ngton

Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning, wthout nmy approval as to Sections 3 and 17,
Engr ossed Second Substitute House Bill 1569 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Relating to inproving health insurance
coverage by establishing a health insurance
partnership for the purchase of small enployer
heal t h i nsurance coverage, evaluating the inclusion
of additional health insurance markets in the health
i nsurance partnership, and studying the inpact of
heal th i nsurance mandates."

This bill creates the Washington Health | nsurance Partnership
(WHP), an innovative approach to providing affordable health
care in this state. By conbining public and private resources,
and creating a mechanismto organi ze and i nprove access to the
insurance market, VWHP will offer choice and assistance to
smal | busi ness enpl oyees seeking coverage for thensel ves and
their famlies, and | welcone it.

Section 3 of the bill, which sets forth many of the
operational details of the WHP program is virtually identical
to Section 58 of Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill 5930.
However, it adds the requirenment that eligible enployees who
transition from enployer-sponsored insurance to the WP
program wait six nonths before receiving a subsidy. This
requi rement could unintentionally delay assistance to soneone
at the very point they nost need it -- when they have | ost
their job and are attenpting to retain health benefits
provi ded t hrough the WHP.

Section 17 of the bill is an enmergency cl ause, and would all ow
certain sections of the bill to becone effective on July 1.
The energency clause is not essential to the proper and tinely
i npl enentation of the bill.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Sections 3 and 17 of
Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill 1569.

Wth the exception of Sections 3 and 17, Engrossed Second
Substitute House Bill 1569 is approved.

Respectfully submtted,
Christine O Gregoire
Gover nor



