
HB 1656-S2 - DIGEST
(DIGEST AS ENACTED)

Finds that environmental problems in Puget Sound are
complex and research is needed to provide information that can
guide protective and restorative actions, and to explore and
understand the impacts of a changing environment. The
legislature also finds that there is no predictable funding
process for Puget Sound research projects.

Declares that the state needs a process to focus the
scientific effort on the Puget Sound ecosystem and to
distribute research funds.
X
VETO MESSAGE ON 2SHB 1656XMay 7, 2007XTo the Honorable Speaker and Members,
The House of Representatives of the State of WashingtonXLadies and Gentlemen:XI am returning, without my approval as to Section 2, Second
Substitute House Bill 1656 entitled:X

"AN ACT Relating to establishing a Puget Sound
scientific research account."

This legislation creates a new Puget Sound research account,
and assigns tasks to the Puget Sound Leadership Council
created in Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill 5372 (Puget
Sound Partnership bill).XSection 2 of Second Substitute House Bill No. 1656 would
assign to the Puget Sound Leadership Council the
responsibility for identifying research gaps, and for
competitive selection, prioritization, peer review, and
funding for science projects. However, several of these
responsibilities are assigned to the Puget Sound science panel
created in the Puget Sound Partnership bill.XThe Puget Sound Partnership will be a new agency with many
challenging tasks and issues related to Puget Sound
restoration. Good science is fundamental to the Partnership's
success. Inconsistent responsibility assignments for
scientific research would complicate the agency's ability to
establish and carry out a sound, efficient science program.XI can see the value to the Puget Sound restoration effort of
having a separate account for expenditures related to
scientific research. As a result, I direct the Puget Sound
Partnership to work with the Legislature to develop a



legislative proposal for consideration during the 2008 session
that harmonizes the remaining provisions of Second Substitute
House Bill 1656 with those contained in Engrossed Substitute
Senate Bill 5372.XFor these reasons, I am vetoing Section 2 of Second Substitute
House Bill 1656.XWith the exception of Section 2, Second Substitute House Bill
1656 is approved.XRespectfully submitted,
Christine O. Gregoire
Governor


