HB 1857 - DI GEST
(SEE_ALSO PROPOSED 1ST SUB)

Finds that public utility districts that own utility
pol es and that are exenpt fromthe pole attachnment provisions
under chapter 80.54 RCW have sought to charge nmultiple
attachnment fees on the sanme pole and have used attachnent
rates, terms, and conditions that are inconsistent with the
pol e attachment provisions under chapter 80.54 RCWand federal
conmmuni cati ons comm ssi on regul ati ons.

Finds that these practices: (1) Are inconsistent with the
policy of the state;

(2) Do not advance the efficiency or availability of
tel ecommuni cations facilities in rural or urban areas;

(3) Do not encourage the introduction of conpetition,
making the use of these essential facilities difficult for
provi ders of tel ecommunications and cabl e tel evision services;
and

(4) Result in excessive litigation costs, the courts
being the only recourse available to |icensees who do not
agree to contract terns.



