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Brief Description:  Addressing subarea plan proposals as part of comprehensive land use 

planning.

Sponsors:  Representatives Simpson and Williams.

Brief Summary of Bill

� Modifies requirements pertaining to the amendment of a comprehensive land use 
plan for the initial adoption of a subarea plan.

Hearing Date:  1/11/10

Staff:  Ethan Moreno (786-7386).

Background: 

Growth Management Act.
The Growth Management Act (GMA) is the comprehensive land use planning framework for 
county and city governments in Washington.  Enacted in 1990 and 1991, the GMA establishes 
numerous planning requirements for counties and cities obligated by mandate or choice to fully 
plan under the GMA (planning jurisdictions) and a reduced number of directives for all other 
counties and cities.  Twenty-nine of Washington's 39 counties, and the cities within those 
counties, are planning jurisdictions.

The GMA directs planning jurisdictions to adopt internally consistent comprehensive land use 
plans (comprehensive plans) that are generalized, coordinated land use policy statements of the 
governing body.  Comprehensive plans must address specified planning elements, each of which 
is a subset of a comprehensive plan.  Comprehensive plans may include subarea plans for 
geographic areas that are less than the entirety of the jurisdiction, provided the subarea plans are
consistent with the comprehensive plan.  The implementation of comprehensive plans occurs 
through locally-adopted development regulations mandated by the GMA.  
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Although comprehensive plans are subject to continuing review and evaluation by the adopting 
jurisdiction, amendments to comprehensive plans, with some exceptions, may only be considered 
by the applicable planning jurisdiction once each year.  The exceptions to this limitation are as 
follows:

�

�
�

�

the initial adoption of a subarea plan that does not modify the comprehensive plan 
policies and designations applicable to the subarea;
the adoption or amendment of a shoreline master program;
the amendment of a capital facilities element of a comprehensive plan that occurs 
concurrently with the adoption or amendment of a county or city budget; and
the adoption of comprehensive plan amendments necessary to enact a planned action 
under provisions of the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA).

State Environmental Policy Act.
The State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) establishes a review process for state and local 
governments to identify possible environmental impacts that may result from governmental 
decisions, including the issuance of permits or the adoption of or amendment to land use plans 
and regulations.  Any governmental action may be conditioned or denied pursuant to the SEPA, 
provided the conditions or denials are based upon policies identified by the appropriate 
governmental authority and incorporated into formally designated regulations, plans, or codes.

Summary of Bill: 

The requirements pertaining amending a comprehensive plan for the initial adoption subarea plan 
are modified.  A comprehensive plan amendment for the initial adoption of a subarea plan may 
occur more frequently than annually if the subarea plan clarifies, supplements, or implements 
jurisdiction-wide comprehensive plan policies.  These subarea plans may only be adopted if the 
cumulative impacts of the proposed plan are addressed by appropriate environmental review 
under the SEPA.   A related requirement specifying that the initial adoption of a subarea plan 
may not modify the comprehensive plan policies and designations applicable to the subarea is 
deleted.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested January 6, 2010

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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