
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 6639

As of January 28, 2010

Title:  An act relating to creating alternatives to total confinement for nonviolent offenders with 
minor children.

Brief Description:  Creating alternatives to total confinement for nonviolent offenders with 
minor children.

Sponsors:  Senators Brown, Stevens, Gordon and Shin; by request of Department of Corrections.

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Human Services & Corrections:  2/04/10.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES & CORRECTIONS

Staff:  Shani Bauer (786-7468)

Background:  Under certain circumstances, a court may waive imposition of an offender's 
sentence within the standard sentencing range and instead order an alternative sentence.  
Current law provides for a first time offender waiver, a drug offender sentencing alternative, 
and a special sex offender sentencing alternative.  

An offender who is given a sentencing alternative will have a term of community custody 
under the supervision of the Department of Corrections (DOC).  In the event the person 
violates the provisions of the sentencing alternative, the court may impose further conditions 
of community custody, impose sanctions, or order the offender to serve a term of 
confinement within the standard sentence range for the offense.

For offenders who have been sentenced to confinement time, the statute authorizes the final 
six months of the person's term of confinement to be served in partial confinement.  Partial 
confinement includes work release, home detention, work crew, or a combination of work 
crew and home detention.

Summary of Bill:  Sentencing Alternative. A parenting sentencing alternative is created.  
An offender is eligible for the alternative if:

�

�

the high end of the standard sentence range for the current offense is greater than one 
year;
the offender has no current convictions for a sex offense or violent offense;
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�

�

the offender is not subject to a deportation detainer;
the offender signs any release of information waivers required to allow information 
regarding current or prior child welfare cases to be shared with DOC and the court; 
and
the offender has physical custody of his or her minor child or is a legal guardian of a 
child at the time of the offense.

The court may request DOC to complete a risk assessment report or a chemical dependency 
screening report prior to sentencing.  DOC must contact the Department of Social and Health 
Services (DSHS) to determine if the agency has any open or prior cases of substantiated 
referrals of abuse or neglect involving the offender or if the agency is aware of any tribal 
child welfare case.  If the offender has a current or prior substantiated case, DOC will request 
a report from DSHS to be provided to the court.

If the court determines the offender is eligible for the sentencing alternative and the 
sentencing alternative is appropriate, the court must waive imposition of the sentence within 
the standard sentence range and impose a sentence of 12 months of community custody.  

DOC may impose conditions of community custody including parenting classes, chemical 
dependency treatment, and vocational training.  DOC must provide the court with a quarterly 
report of the offender's progress and report to the court if the offender commits any violations 
of his or her sentence conditions.  The court may bring the offender back into court at any 
time and may modify the conditions of community custody, impose sanctions, or order the 
offender to serve a term of total confinement within the standard sentence range.

Partial Confinement. If an offender was not sentenced to a parenting sentencing alternative, 
an offender may still be eligible for release to partial confinement in the parenting program.  
No more than the final 12 months of an offender's term of confinement may be served in 
home detention under the parenting program.  The offender must meet the same criteria as 
required for the sentencing alternative, except that in lieu of physical or legal custody of the 
child, the offender must show (1) an ongoing and substantial relationship with his or her 
minor child that existed prior to the commission of the current offense; or  (2) if the parent 
was the legal guardian of the child at the time of the offense, it is determined that such a 
placement would be in the best interests of the child.

DOC must inquire with DSHS as to any current or prior substantiated referrals of child abuse 
or neglect involving the offender.  DOC is not liable for the acts of an offender participating 
in the parenting program unless DOC or its employees acted with willful and wanton 
disregard.   

All offenders placed in home detention as part of the parenting program must have an 
approved residence and living arrangement.  The offender must be on electronic home 
monitoring and is required to participate in programming and treatment as required by the 
offender's community custody officer.  A community custody officer must be assigned to 
monitor the offender.  If the offender has an open child welfare case with DSHS, DOC will 
collaborate with the assigned social worker.
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DOC may return any offender serving partial confinement in the parenting program to total 
confinement if the offender is not complying with the sentence requirements.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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