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ENGRCOSSED HOUSE BI LL 1986

State of WAshi ngton 61st Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Hasegawa, Anderson, Wallace, Wite, and Sells

AN ACT Rel ating to peer nentoring; adding a new section to chapter
28B. 12 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that peer nentoring
provides tangible and long-lasting opportunities for all students,
especially for lowincone students, students of color, and first
generation students. These benefits include inproved student
achi evenrent and planning for success in postsecondary education. The
| egislature further finds that nmentoring increases the self-worth of
both mentees and nentors, while cultivating opportunities to inprove
communi cation skills and develop and enhance |eadership and other
critical transferable skills. Furthernore, the legislature finds that
ment orshi p provides a val uabl e opportunity to i ncrease student interest
in career opportunities in the counseling and teachi ng professions, and
thus intends to support those efforts to the maxi numextent possible.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A newsection is added to chapter 28B.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:
(1) Western Washington University shall create and inplenent a
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pilot nmentoring program to inspire academ c success and introduce
el ementary students to educational opportunities. In addition to
establishing a pilot project on its own canpus, the university, in
cl ose collaboration with the state board for community and technica
col l eges, shall jointly identify a community or technical college to
participate in the pilot program The community or technical college
sel ected shall denonstrate active partnerships with interested comon

schools, Ilocal Dbusinesses, and community organizations. Western
Washi ngton University and the state board for conmmunity and techni cal
col |l eges shall identify the community or technical coll ege by August 1,
2009.

(2) The state board for comrunity and techni cal colleges shall work
in close collaboration with Western Washington University to identify
a community or technical college to participate in the pilot nentoring
program

(3) Wthin overall appropriations for the state work study program
t he hi gher education coordi nating board shall award grants to eligible
institutions participating in the nentoring pilot project. Grants
shal | be awarded according to other procedures established by the board
for award of grants under this chapter.

(4) The goals of the pilot project are to:

(a) Encourage at-risk elenentary school students to conpl ete high
school and attend college, boosting the percentage of Washington
students who conti nue onto col | ege;

(b) Provide positive role nodels for at-risk students and all ow
col l ege students the opportunity to performcomunity service;

(c) Strengthen rel ationshi ps between the comunity, the university,
and area yout h;

(d) Introduce at-risk students to college and provide them an
opportunity to experience their public colleges and universities;

(e) Increase the nunber of youth who view going to college as both
necessary and achi evabl e; and

(f) Develop a nodel that is scal abl e statew de.

(5) Wthin existing resources, the pilot institutions shall:

(a) Recruit college students interested in serving as nentors to
el ementary school students;

(b) Identify local elenmentary schools with denonstrated need for a
ment ori ng program
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(c) Develop a curriculumused for training college nentors. The
college may grant college-level credit to students who conplete the
cour se;

(d) Devel op any necessary contracts or interagency agreenents to
facilitate programi npl enentati on;

(e) Provide ongoi ng support and oversi ght of the program

(f) Solicit grants, awards, and gifts fromindividuals, businesses,
agenci es, and foundati ons;

(g) Provide community outreach and publicity for the program

(h) Devel op appropriate outcone neasures and eval uate the program
at regular intervals;

(1) Together with the state board for comunity and technical
colleges and in close collaboration wth other comunity and
institutional partners, submt to the | egislature:

(i) A prelimnary progress report by Decenber 1, 2010, that
includes a review of prelimnary findings from the pilot project,
recommendati ons regarding the resources necessary to expand the nodel
statew de, and a process and tineline for statew de i nplenentation; and

(i) A final report, updating the findings from the prelimnary
report, by Decenber 1, 2011

~-- END ---
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