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HOUSE BI LL 1366

Passed Legislature - 2009 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Wod, Conway, Condotta, Chandler, and O nsby; by
request of Departnent of Labor & Industries

Read first tine 01/ 20/09. Referred to Commttee on Commerce & Labor.

AN ACT Rel ating to making technical changes to boiler and unfired
pressure vessel statutes; anending RCW70.79.060, 70.79.070, 70.79.080,
70.79.090, and 70.79.240; and repealing RCW70. 79. 210.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW70.79.060 and 1984 ¢ 93 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, no power
boil er, low pressure boiler, or unfired pressure vessel which does not
conformto the rules and regul ations fornmul ated by the board governing
new construction and installation shall be installed and operated in
this state after twelve nonths fromthe date upon which the first rules
and regul ati ons under this chapter pertaining to new construction and
installation shall have becone effective, unless the boiler or unfired
pressure vessel is of special design or construction, and is not
covered by the rules and regulations, nor is in any way inconsistent
with such rul es and regul ations, in which case ((a—speetal—+nstattation

and—eperating—permt)) an inspection certificate may at its discretion
be granted by the board.

p. 1 HB 1366. SL
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(2) ((A—speetral—permt)) An_inspection_certificate may also be
granted for boilers and pressure vessel s manuf actured before 1951 which

do not conply with the code requirenents of the Anmerican Society of
Mechani cal Engi neers adopted under this chapter, if the boiler or
pressure vessel is operated exclusively for the purposes of public
exhi bition, and the board finds, upon inspection, that operation of the
boil er or pressure vessel for such purposes is not unsafe.

Sec. 2. RCW70.79.070 and 1995 ¢ 41 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Al boilers and unfired pressure vessels which were in use, or
installed ready for use inthis state prior to the date upon which the
first rules and regul ations under this chapter pertaining to existing
installations becane effective, or during the twelve nonths period
i medi ately thereafter, shall be nmade to conform to the rules and
regul ations of the board governing existing installations, and the
formul ae prescribed therein shall be used in determ ning the maxi num
al l omabl e working pressure for such boilers and unfired pressure
vessel s.

(2) This chapter shall not be construed as in any way preventing
the use or sale of boilers or unfired vessels as referred to in
subsection (1) of this section, provided they have been made to conform
to the rules and regulations of the board governing existing
installations, and provided, further, they have not been found upon
i nspection to be in an unsafe condition.

(3) ((A—speetal—permt)) An_inspection_certificate nay also be
granted for mniature hobby boilers that do not conply with the code
requi renments of the American society of nechanical engineers adopted
under this chapter and do not exceed any of the followng limts:

(a) Sixteen inches inside dianeter of the shell;

(b) Twenty square feet of total heating surface;

(c) Five cubic feet of gross volunme of vessel; and

(d) One hundred fifty p.s.i.g. maxi mum al | owabl e wor ki ng pressure,
and if the boiler is to be operated exclusively not for commercial or
i ndustrial use and the departnent of |abor and industries finds, upon
i nspection, that operation of the boiler for such purposes is not
unsaf e.

HB 1366. SL p. 2
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Sec. 3. RCW70.79.080 and 2005 ¢ 22 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

This chapter shall not apply to the followng boilers, unfired
pressure vessels and donestic hot water tanks:

(1) Boilers and unfired pressure vessels under federal regulation
or operated by any railroad subject to the provisions of the interstate
conmer ce act;

(2) Unfired pressure vessels neeting the requirenents of the
interstate comerce conm ssion for shipnent of |iquids or gases under
pressure;

(3) Air tanks located on vehicles operating under the rules of
other state authorities and used for carryi ng passengers, or freight;

(4) Air tanks installed on the right-of-way of railroads and used
directly in the operation of trains;

(5) Unfired pressure vessels having a volune of five cubic feet or
| ess when not |ocated in places of public assenbly;

(6) Unfired pressure vessels designed for a pressure not exceedi ng
fifteen pounds per square inch gauge;

(7) Tanks used in connection with heating water for donestic and/or
residential purposes;

(8 Boilers and wunfired pressure vessels in cities having
ordi nances which are enforced and whi ch have requirenents equal to or
hi gher than those provided for wunder this chapter, covering the
installation, operation, maintenance and inspection of boilers and
unfired pressure vessels;

(9) Tanks containing water with no air cushion and no direct source
of energy that operate at ((a)) anbient tenperature ((ef—enre—hundred
thirty degrees Fahrenheit or less));

(10) Electric boilers:

(a) Having a tank volune of not nore than one and one-half cubic
feet;

(b) Having a maxinum all owabl e working pressure of one hundred
pounds per square inch or less, with a pressure relief system to
prevent excess pressure; and

(c) If constructed after June 10, 1994, constructed to Anerican
society of nechanical engineers code, or approved or otherw se
certified by a nationally recognized or recognized foreign testing

p. 3 HB 1366. SL
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| aboratory or construction <code, including but not Ilimted to
Underwiters Laboratories, Edison Testing Laboratory, or Instituto
Superiore Per La Prevenzione E La Sicurezza Del Lavoro;

(11) Electrical switchgear and control apparatus that have no
external source of energy to maintain pressure and are located in
restricted access areas under the control of an electric utility;

(12) Regardless of location, unfired pressure vessels ((anrd—hoet
water—heaters)) |l ess than one and one-half cubic feet (11.25 gallons)

n volune ((wth—a-satety—vabvesetting—ofl—onehundredfHHy—pounds—per
sgquare—+heh—gauge{pstgror—tessy)) or less than six inches in dianeter
((and tess than five cubic feet (37.5 gallons) involune with a safety
vabve —selb —alb —any —pressure——or —Less —than — H-teen—pstg—econtatning
suhstances—pther—than—steam—tethal—substances—or—Hgurds—wth—tow
Hash—poetnts)) with no limtation on_the length of the_ vessel _or
pressure;

(13) Donestic_hot water heaters less than one_and one-half cubic
feet (11.25 gallons) in_volune with a safety valve setting of one
hundred fifty pounds per square inch gauge or |ess.

Sec. 4. RCW70.79.090 and 2005 ¢ 22 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The followi ng boilers and unfired pressure vessels shall be exenpt
fromthe requirenments of RCW70.79.220 and 70. 79. 240 t hrough 70. 79. 330:

(1) Boilers or unfired pressure vessels |ocated on farns and used
solely for agricul tural purposes;

(2) Unfired pressure vessels that are part of fertilizer applicator
ri gs designed and used exclusively for fertilization in the conduct of
agricultural operations;

(3) Steam boilers used exclusively for heating purposes carrying a
pressure of not nore than fifteen pounds per square inch gauge and
whi ch are located in private residences or in apartnent houses of |ess
than six famli es;

(4) Hot water heating boilers carrying a pressure of not nore than
thirty pounds per square inch and which are located in private
residences or in apartnent houses of |less than six famlies;

(5) Approved pressure vessels (hot water heaters, hot water storage
tanks, hot water supply boilers, and hot water heating boilers listed
by a nationally recognized testing agency), wth approved safety

HB 1366. SL p. 4
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devices including a pressure relief valve, with a nomnal water
cont ai ni ng capacity of one hundred twenty gallons or | ess having a heat
i nput of two hundred thousand b.t.u.'s per hour or |ess, ((used+for—hot
wat-er—supphy)) at pressure of one hundred sixty pounds per square inch
or less, and at tenperatures of two hundred ten degrees Fahrenheit or
| ess: PROVI DED, HONEVER, That such pressure vessels are not installed
in schools, child care centers, public and private hospitals, nursing
and boarding honmes, churches, public buildings owed or |eased and
mai ntained by the state or any political subdivision thereof, and
assenbly halls;

(6) Unfired pressure vessels containing only water under pressure
for donestic supply purposes, including those containing air, the
conpression of which serves only as a cushion or airlift punping
systens, when located in private residences or in apartnment houses of
|l ess than six famlies, or in public water systens as defined in RCW
70. 119. 020;

(7) Unfired pressure vessels containing |iquified petrol eum gases.

Sec. 5. RCW70.79.240 and 1993 ¢ 391 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

Each boiler and unfired pressure vessel used or proposed to be used
within this state, except boilers or unfired pressure vessels exenpt in
RCW 70. 79. 080 and 70.79. 090, shall be thoroughly inspected as to their
construction, installation, condition and operation, as foll ows:

(1) Power boilers shall be inspected annually both internally and
externally while not under pressure, except that the board may provide
for |onger periods between inspections where the contents, history, or
operation of the power boiler or the mterial of which it 1is
constructed warrant special consideration. Power boilers shall also be
i nspected annually externally while under pressure if possible;

(2) Low pressure heating boilers shall be inspected both internally
and externally biennially where construction will permt, except that
the board may, in its_discretion, provide for_ |onger periods between
internal inspections;

(3) Unfired pressure vessels subject to internal corrosion shall be
i nspected both internally and externally biennially where construction
will permt, except that the board may, in its discretion, provide for
| onger periods between internal inspections;
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(4) Unfired pressure vessels not subject to internal corrosion
shall be inspected externally at intervals set by the board, but
internal inspections shall not be required of unfired pressure vessels,
the contents of which are known to be noncorrosive to the material of
which the shell, head, or fittings are constructed, either fromthe
chem cal conposition of the contents or from evidence that the contents
are adequately treated with a corrosion inhibitor, provided that such
vessels are constructed in accordance with the rules and regul ati ons of
the board or in accordance with standards substantially equivalent to
the rules and regulations of the board, in effect at the time of
manuf act ur e.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. RCW70.79.210 (Inspectors--Performnce bond
requi red) and 1951 ¢ 32 s 35 are each repeal ed.

Passed by the House February 23, 20009.

Passed by the Senate April 3, 2009.

Approved by the Governor April 15, 2009.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 15, 20009.
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