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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1956

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2010 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 61st Legislature 2010 Regul ar Session

By House Local Governnment & Housing (originally sponsored by
Representatives WIllianms, Chase, Onsby, Darneille, Van De Wuqge,
Di ckerson, and Si npson)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 20/ 09.

AN ACT Relating to the housing of honeless persons on property
owned or controlled by a church; adding a new section to chapter 36.01
RCW adding a new section to chapter 35.21 RCW adding a new section to
chapter 35A. 21 RCW and creating new secti ons.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that there are many
honel ess persons in our state that are in need of shelter and other
services that are not being provided by the state and |ocal
gover nnent s. The legislature also finds that in many communities,
religious organizations play an inportant role in providing needed
services to the honeless, including the provision of shelter upon
property owned by the religious organization. By providing such
shelter, the religious institutions in our comunities perform a
val uabl e public service that, for many, offers a tenporary, stop-gap
solution to the | arger social problemof increasing nunbers of honel ess

persons.
This act provides guidance to cities and counties in regulating
honmel ess encanpnents within the community, but still |eaves those

entities with broad discretion to protect the health and safety of its

p. 1 ESHB 1956. SL
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citizens. It is the hope of this legislature that |ocal governnents
and religious organizations can work together and utilize dispute
resol ution processes without the need for litigation.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 36.01 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Areligious organization may host tenporary encanpnents for the
honel ess on property owned or controlled by the religious organization
whet her within buildings |located on the property or el sewhere on the
property outside of buildings.

(2) A county may not enact an ordi nance or regulation or take any
ot her action that:

(a) I nposes conditions other than those necessary to protect public
heal th and safety and that do not substantially burden the decisions or
actions of a religious organization regarding the |ocation of housing
or shelter for honeless persons on property owned by the religious
or gani zati on;

(b) Requires a religious organization to obtain insurance
pertaining to the liability of a municipality with respect to honel ess
persons housed on property owned by a religious organization or
otherwse requires the religious organization to indemify the
muni ci pal ity against such liability; or

(c) Inposes permt fees in excess of the actual costs associ ated
with the review and approval of the required permt applications.

(3) For the purposes of this section, "religious organization"
means the federally protected practice of a recognized religious
assenbly, school, or institution that owns or controls real property.

(4) An appointed or elected public official, public enployee, or
public agency as defined in RCW4.24.470 is immune fromcivil liability
for (a) danages arising fromthe permtting decisions for a tenporary
encanpnent for the honeless as provided in this section and (b) any
conduct or unlawful activity that may occur as a result of the
tenporary encanpnent for the honel ess as provided in this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 35.21 RCW
to read as foll ows:
(1) Areligious organization may host tenporary encanpnents for the

ESHB 1956. SL p. 2
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honmel ess on property owned or controlled by the religious organization
whet her within buildings |located on the property or el sewhere on the
property outside of buildings.

(2) Acity or town may not enact an ordi nance or regul ation or take
any ot her action that:

(a) Inposes conditions other than those necessary to protect public
heal th and safety and that do not substantially burden the decisions or
actions of a religious organization regarding the |ocation of housing
or shelter for honeless persons on property owned by the religious
or gani zati on;

(b) Requires a religious organization to obtain insurance
pertaining to the liability of a municipality with respect to honel ess
persons housed on property owned by a religious organization or
otherwse requires the religious organization to indemify the
muni ci pal ity against such liability; or

(c) Inposes permt fees in excess of the actual costs associ ated
with the review and approval of the required permt applications.

(3) For the purposes of this section, "religious organization"
means the federally protected practice of a recognized religious
assenbly, school, or institution that owns or controls real property.

(4) An appointed or elected public official, public enployee, or
public agency as defined in RCW4.24.470 is immune fromcivil liability
for (a) danages arising fromthe permtting decisions for a tenporary
encanpnent for the honeless as provided in this section and (b) any
conduct or unlawful activity that may occur as a result of the
tenporary encanpnent for the honel ess as provided in this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A newsectionis added to chapter 35A 21 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Areligious organization my host tenporary encanpnents for the
honel ess on property owned or controlled by the religious organization
whet her within buildings |located on the property or el sewhere on the
property outside of buildings.

(2) A code city may not enact an ordi nance or regul ation or take
any ot her action that:

(a) Inposes conditions other than those necessary to protect public
heal th and safety and that do not substantially burden the decisions or

p. 3 ESHB 1956. SL
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actions of a religious organization regarding the |ocation of housing
or shelter for honeless persons on property owned by the religious
or gani zati on;

(b) Requires a religious organization to obtain insurance
pertaining to the liability of a municipality with respect to honel ess
persons housed on property owned by a religious organization or
otherwse requires the religious organization to indemify the
muni ci pal ity against such liability; or

(c) Inposes permt fees in excess of the actual costs associ ated
with the review and approval of the required permt applications.

(3) For the purposes of this section, "religious organization”
means the federally protected practice of a recognized religious
assenbly, school, or institution that owns or controls real property.

(4) An appointed or elected public official, public enployee, or
public agency as defined in RCW4.24.470 is immune fromcivil liability
for (a) danages arising fromthe permtting decisions for a tenporary
encanpnent for the honeless as provided in this section and (b) any
conduct or unlawful activity that may occur as a result of the
tenporary encanpnent for the honel ess as provided in this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Nothing in this act is intended to change
applicable law or be interpreted to prohibit a county, city, town, or
code city fromapplying zoning and | and use regul ati ons al | owabl e under
established law to real property owned by a religious organization,
regardl ess of whether the property owned by the religious organization
is used to provide shelter or housing to honel ess persons.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Nothing in this act supersedes a court
ordered consent decree or other negotiated settlenment between a public
agency and religious organi zation entered into prior to July 1, 2010,
for the purposes of establishing a tenporary encanpnent for the
honmel ess as provided in this act.

Passed by the House March 6, 2010.

Passed by the Senate March 2, 2010.

Approved by the Governor March 23, 2010.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 23, 2010.
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