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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5431

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE

Passed Legislature - 2009 Regul ar Session

State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session
By Senate Human Services & Corrections (originally sponsored by
Senators Stevens, Hargrove, Regala, MAuliffe, Carrell, Brandl and,
and Ki ng)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 23/ 09.

AN ACT Relating to subsequent foster famly hone placenents;
amendi ng RCW74. 13. 290; and addi ng a new section to chapter 13.34 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW74.13.290 and 1990 ¢ 284 s 11 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) To provide stability to children in out-of-home care, placenent
selection shall be nade with a view toward the fewest possible
pl acenents for each child. |If possible, the initial placenent shall be
viewed as the only placenent for the child. Pursuant to RCW 13. 34. 060
and 13.34.130, placenent of the child with a relative or other suitable
person_is_the_ preferred_ option. The use of short-term interim
pl acenments of thirty days or less to protect the child s health or
safety while the placenent of choice is being arranged is not a
violation of this principle.

(2) If a child has been_previously placed in out-of-hone care and
IS subsequently returned to out-of-hone care, and the departnent cannot
| ocate an appropriate and available relative or other suitable person,
the preferred placenent for the child is in a foster famly hone where
the child previously was placed, if the following conditions are net:
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(a) The foster famly hone is available and willing to care for the
chil d;

(b) The foster famly is appropriate and able to neet the child's
needs; and

(c) The placenent is in the best interest of the child.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 13.34 RCW
to read as foll ows:

If a child has been previously placed in out-of-honme care and is
subsequently returned to out-of-honme care, and the departnent cannot
| ocate an appropriate and avail able rel ative or other suitable person,
the preferred placenent for the child is in a foster famly hone where
the child previously was placed, if the followi ng conditions are net:

(1) The foster famly hone is available and willing to care for the
chil d;

(2) The foster famly is appropriate and able to neet the child's
needs; and

(3) The placenent is in the best interest of the child.

Passed by the Senate April 25, 2009.

Passed by the House April 23, 20009.

Approved by the Governor May 14, 20009.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 18, 20009.
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