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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5719

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2009 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By Senate Transportation (originally sponsored by Senators Swecker
and Br own)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 20/ 09.

AN ACT Relating to title and registration requirenents for kit
vehi cl es; amending RCW 46.12.440 and 46.16.680; and adding a new
section to chapter 46.37 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA46.12.440 and 1996 ¢ 225 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

The follow ng procedures nust be followed when applying for a
certificate of ownership for a kit vehicle:

(1) The vehicle identification nunber (VIN) of a new vehicle kit
and of a body kit will be taken fromthe manufacturer's certificate of
origin belonging to that vehicle. If the VIN is not available, the
Washi ngton state patrol shall assign a VIN at the tinme of inspection.

(2) The departnent shall use t he nodel year of a manufactured new
vehicle kit and manufactured body kit ((+s)) as the year reflected on
the manufacturer's certificate of origin.

(3) The nmake shall be listed as "KITV," and the series and body
desi gnati on nust describe ((what—the—vehicletooks—tHke—+—e—Bradley
GFH—5+—Mo—and—must—inrelude—the—werd—"+epliea)) a_discrete vehicle
nodel . ((%))
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(4) Except for kit vehicles licensed under RCW 46.16.680(5), kit
vehi cl es nmust conply with chapter ((264-90)) 204-10 WAC. A kit vehicle
is exenpt from the welding requirenents under WAC 204-10-022(8) if,
upon application for a certificate of ownership, the owner furnishes
docunentation fromthe manufacturer of the vehicle franme that inforns
the owner that the welding on_the franme _was not conpleted by a
certified welder and that the structural strength of the franme has not
been certified by an engineer as neeting the applicable federal notor
vehicle safety standards_set under 49 C F.R Sec. 571.201, 571.214
571.216, and 571.220 through 571.224, and the applicable SAE standards.

(5 The application for the certificate of ownership nust be
acconpani ed by the foll owi ng docunents:

(a) For a mnufactured new vehicle kit, the manufacturer's
certificate of origin or equival ent docunent;

(b) (i) For a manufactured body kit, the manufacturer's certificate
of origin or equivalent docunment; (ii) for the franme, the title or a
certified copy or equival ent docunent;

(c) Bills of sale or invoices for all major conponents used in the
construction of the vehicle. The bills of sale nust be notarized
unl ess the vendor is registered with the departnent of revenue for the
collection of retail sales or use tax. The bills of sale nust include
t he names and addresses of the seller and purchaser, a description of
the vehicle or part being sold, including the nmake, nodel, and
identification or serial nunber, the date of sale, and the purchase
price of the vehicle or part;

(d) A statenent as defined in WAC 308-56A-150 by an authorized
i nspector of the Washington state patrol or other person authorized by
the departnent of Ilicensing verifying the vehicle identification
nunber, and year and make when appl i cabl e;

(e) A conpleted declaration of value form (TD 420-737) to determ ne
the value for excise tax if the purchase cost and year is unknown or
i nconpl et e.

(6) A Washington state patrol VIN inspector nust ensure that al
parts are docunented by titles, notarized bills of sale, or business
recei pts such as obtained froma wecking yard purchase. The bills of
sale nmust contain the VIN of the vehicle the parts canme from or the
yard nunber if froma w ecking yard.

SSB 5719. SL p. 2
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(7) The departnment may not deny a certificate of ownership to an
applicant who conpletes the requisite application, conplies with this
section, and pays the requisite titling fees and t axes.

Sec. 2. RCW46.16.680 and 1996 ¢ 225 s 10 are each anended to read
as follows:

Al kit vehicles are licensed as original transactions when first
titled in Washi ngton, and the foll ow ng provisions apply:

(1) The departnent of |icensing shall charge original I|icensing
fees and i ssue new pl ates appropriate to the use cl ass.

(2) An inspection by the Washington state patrol is required to
determine the correct identification nunber, and year or neke if
needed.

(3) The use class is the actual use of the vehicle, i.e. passenger
car or truck.

(4) The make shall be listed as "KITV," and the series and body
desi gnation nust describe ((what—the—vehicle—tlooks—Hke——e——48
Bradley—GF—57—Ms-——and —mrust—+netlude—the—word—"repltea)) a discrete
vehicle nodel. ((%))

(5 Upon paynent of original licensing fees the departnent may
license a kit vehicle under RCW 46.16.305(1) as a street rod if the
vehicle is manufactured to have the sanme appearance as a simlar
vehi cl e manuf actured before 1949.

(6) For a manufactured new vehicle kit and a manufactured body kit,
the nodel year of the vehicle is the year reflected on the
manufacturer's certificate of origin for that vehicle. |If this is not
avai |l abl e, the Washi ngton state patrol shall assign a nodel year at the
time of inspection.

(7) The vehicle identification nunmber (VIN) of a new vehicle kit
and body kit is the vehicle identification nunber as reflected on the
manuf acturer's certificate of origin. If the VINis not avail able, the
Washi ngton state patrol shall assign a VIN at the tinme of inspection.

(8) The departnment may not deny a vehicle registration, or vehicle
license plates, to an_applicant who conpletes the requisite
application, is_a Washington_resident as_ defined_ in_ RCW 46.16.028,
conplies with this section, and_pays the requisite_vehicle licensing
fees and t axes.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 46.37 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) For the purposes of this section:

(a) "Kit vehicle" nmeans a passenger car or |ight truck assenbl ed
from a manufactured kit, and is either (i) a kit consisting of a
prefabricated body and chassis used to construct a conplete vehicle, or
(i) a kit consisting of a prefabricated body to be nounted on an
exi sting vehicle chassis and drive train, commonly referred to as a
donor vehicle. "Kit vehicle" does not include a vehicle that has been
assenbl ed by a manuf acturer.

(b) "Major conponent part"” includes at | east each of the follow ng
vehicle parts: (1) Engines and short blocks; (ii) frame;, (iii)
transm ssion or transfer case; (iv) cab; (v) door; (vi) front or rear
differential; (vii) front or rear clip; (viii) quarter panel; (iXx)
truck bed or box; (x) seat; (xi) hood; (xii) bunper; (xiii) fender; and
(xiv) airbag.

(2) A kit vehicle nust, prior to inspection, contain the follow ng
conponent s:

(a) Brakes on all wheels. The service brakes, upon application
must be capabl e of stopping the vehicle within a twel ve-foot |ane and
(i) developing an average tire to road retardation force of not |ess
than 52.8 percent of the gross vehicle weight, (ii) decelerating the
vehicle at a rate of not |ess than seventeen feet per second, or (iii)
stopping the vehicle within a distance of twenty-five feet froma speed
of twenty mles per hour. Tests nmusts be made on a level, dry,
concrete or asphalt surface free froml oose material;

(b) Brake hoses that conply wwth 49 C F.R Sec. 571.106;

(c) Brake fluids that comply with 49 C.F. R Sec. 571.119;

(d) A parking brake that nust operate on at |east two wheels on the
sane axl e, and when applied, nust be capable of holding the vehicle on
any grade on which the vehicle is operated. The parking brake nust be
separately actuated so that failure of any part of the service brake
actuation systemw ||l not dimnish the vehicle' s parking brake hol ding
capability;

(e) Lighting equi pnent that conplies wth 49 C F.R Sec. 571.108;

(f) Pneurmatic tires that conply wwith 49 C F. R Sec. 571.109;

(g0 Gazing material that conplies with 49 CF. R Sec. 571.205.
The driver nust be provided with a w ndshield and side w ndows or

SSB 5719. SL p. 4
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opening that allows an outward horizontal vision capability, ninety
degrees each side of a vertical plane passing through the fore and aft
centerline of the vehicle. This range of vision nust not be
interrupted by w ndow fram ng not exceeding four inches in wdth at
each side | ocation

(h) Seat belt assenblies that conply wth 49 C F.R Sec. 571.209;

(i) Defroster and defogging devices capable of defogging and
defrosting the wi ndshield area, except vehicles or exact replicas of
vehicles manufactured prior to January 1938 are exenpt from this
requirenent;

(j) Door latches that firmy and automatically secure the door when
pushed closed and that allow each door to be opened both from the
inside and outside, if the vehicle is enclosed with side doors | eading
directly into a conpartnent that contains one or nore seating
accommodat i ons;

(k) A floor plan that is capable of supporting the weight of the
nunmber of occupants that the vehicle is designed to carry;

(I') I'f an enclosed kit vehicle powered by an internal conbustion
engi ne, a passenger conpartnent that nust be constructed to prevent the
entry of exhaust funmes into the passenger conpartnent;

(m Fenders that nust be installed on all wheels and cover the
entire tread width that cones in contact with the road surface.
Coverage of the tire tread circunference nust be fromat least fifteen
degrees in front and to at |east seventy-five degrees to the rear of
the vertical centerline at each wheel neasured fromthe center of the
wheel rotation. The tire nmust not cone in contact with the body,
fender, chassis, or suspension of the vehicle. Kit vehicles that are
nmore than forty years old and are owned and operated prinmarily as
collector's vehicles are exenpt from this fender requirement if the
vehicle is used and driven during fair weather on well-naintained,
har d- surfaced roads;

(n) A speedoneter that is calibrated to indicate mles per hour
and nmay al so indicate kiloneters per hour;

(o) Mrrors as outlined in RCW 46. 37. 400. M rror nountings nust
provide for mrror adjustnment by tilting both horizontally and
vertically;

(p) An accelerator control system that, in accordance with 49
CF.R Sec. 571.124, contains a double spring that returns engine
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throttle to an idle position when the driver renpves the actuating
force from the accelerator control. The geonetry of the throttle
I i nkage nust be designed so that the throttle will not |ock in an open
position. A vehicle equipped with cruise control is exenpt when the
crui se control is actuated,;

(q) A fuel systemthat, in accordance with 49 C F.R Secs. 571.301
and 571.302, is securely fastened to the vehicle so as not tointerfere
with the vehicle's operation. The conponents, such as tank, tubing,
hoses, and punp, nust be of |eak proof design and be securely attached
with fasteners designed for that purpose. Al fuel systemvent |ines
must extend outside of the passenger conpartnment and be positioned as
not to be in contact with the high tenperature surfaces or noving
conponents. If the vehicle is fueled using alternative neasures, it
must be installed in accordance with any applicable standards set by
the United States departnent of transportation;

(r) A steering wheel as outlined in RCW46.37.375 and WAC 204-10-
034;

(s) A suspension as outlined in WAC 204- 10- 036;

(t) An exhaust system as outlined in WAC 204-10-038; and

(u) A horn that is capable of emtting sound audi bl e under nor nal
conditions froma distance of not |l ess than two hundred feet. The horn
or anot her warning device nust not emt an unreasonably |oud or harsh
sound or whistle. A bell or siren must not be used as a warning
device. The device used to actuate the horn nust be easily accessible
to the driver when operating the vehicle.

(3) Akit vehicle nmay al so be equi pped with hoods and bunpers. |If
this equipnent is present, it nust neet the foll ow ng requirenents:

(a) Hood latches nust be equipped with a primary and secondary
| at ching systemto hold the hood in a closed position if the hood is a
front opening hood; and

(b) Bunpers nmust be 4.5 inches in vertical height, centered on the
vehicle's centerline, and extend no less than the wdth of the
respective wheel track distances. Bunpers nust be horizontal | oad
veering and attach to the franme to effectively transfer energy when
i npacted. The bunper nust be installed in accordance with the bunper
hei ghts outlined i n WAC 204-10- 022.

Passed by the Senate April 20, 2009.

Passed by the House April 13, 20009.

Approved by the Governor April 29, 2009.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 29, 20009.
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