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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5913

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2009 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By Senate Health & Long-Term Care (originally sponsored by Senators
Pflug, Keiser, and Shin)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 25/ 09.

AN ACT Relating to online access to the University of Washi ngton
health sciences library by certain health care providers; and anendi ng
RCW 43. 70. 110 and 43. 70. 112.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

*Sec. 1. RCW43.70.110 and 2007 ¢ 259 s 11 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The secretary shall charge fees to the |icensee for obtaining
a license. After June 30, 1995, nmunicipal corporations providing
energency nedical care and transportation services pursuant to chapter
18. 73 RCW shall be exenpt from such fees, provided that such other
energency services shall only be charged for their pro rata share of
the cost of licensure and inspection, if appropriate. The secretary
may wai ve the fees when, in the discretion of the secretary, the fees
woul d not be in the best interest of public health and safety, or when
the fees would be to the financial disadvantage of the state.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section, fees
charged shall be based on, but shall not exceed, the cost to the
departnment for the |licensure of the activity or class of activities and
may i ncl ude costs of necessary i nspection.

p. 1 SSB 5913. SL
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(3) License fees shall include anounts in addition to the cost of
licensure activities in the follow ng circunstances:

(a) For registered nurses and licensed practical nurses |icensed
under chapter 18.79 RCW support of a central nursing resource center
as provided in RCW 18. 79. 202, until June 30, 2013;

(b) For all health care providers licensed under RCW 18. 130. 040,
the cost of regulatory activities for retired vol unteer nedi cal worker
i censees as provided in RCW18. 130. 360; and

(c) () For physicians |icensed under chapter 18.71 RCW physician
assistants |licensed under chapter 18.71A RCW osteopathic physicians
i censed under chapter 18.57 RCW osteopathic physicians' assistants
i censed under chapter 18.57A RCW naturopaths |icensed under chapter
18. 36A RCW podi atrists |licensed under chapter 18.22 RCW chiropractors
| i censed under chapter 18.25 RCW psychol ogi sts |icensed under chapter
18.83 RCW registered nurses |icensed under chapter 18.79 RCW
optonetrists |licensed under chapter 18.53 RCW nental health counsel ors
i censed under chapter 18.225 RCW nassage therapists |licensed under
chapter 18.108 RCW clinical social workers |icensed under chapter
18. 225 RCW and acupuncturists |licensed under chapter 18.06 RCW the
license fees shall include up to an additional twenty-five dollars to
be transferred by the departnent to the University of Wshington for
t he purposes of RCWA43.70.112. However, each_person subject to this
subsection_(3)(c) is_required to_ pay_ only one_surcharge_of up_to
twenty-five dollars annually for the purposes of RCW 43.70.112,
regardl ess of how many professional |icenses he or she holds. Each
year, by Decenber 1st, the_ departnent shall provide_an__annual
accounting_ of the use of the surcharge paid_under this_subsection,
including the ampunts paid by each of the professions subject to the
surcharge. The accounting_nust be transmtted by electronic nmail to
the nmenbers of the health care commttees of the |l eqgislature.

(ii) Annually, beginning within one year after the programbeqins,
the departnent shall convene a user advisory group to review the online

access program under RCW 43.70.112 and_ nmke recommendations for
i nproving the program The work group nust include a_ licensed
professional from each of the cateqgories of professionals_paying the
surcharge under (c)(i) of this subsection, a departnent representative,

and a representative fromthe University of \Washi ngton.

SSB 5913. SL p. 2
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(4) Departnent of health advisory committees may review fees
established by the secretary for |icenses and comment upon the
appropri ateness of the | evel of such fees.

*Sec. 1 was vetoed. See nessage at end of chapter.

Sec. 2. RCW43.70.112 and 2007 ¢ 259 s 12 are each anended to read
as follows:

Wthin the amounts transferred fromthe departnment of health under
RCW 43.70.110(3), the University of Wshington shall, through the
health sciences library, provide online access to selected vital
clinical resources, nedical journals, decision support tools, and
evi dence- based revi ews of procedures, drugs, and devices to the health
professionals listed in RCWA43.70.110(3)(c). Onl i ne access shall be
avai l able no later than January 1, 2009. Each year, by Decenber 1st,
the University of Washington shall provide an annual accounting of the
use_of the funds_transferred, including_which categories_of health
professionals are using the nmaterials available under the program The
accounting nust be transmtted by electronic mail to the nenbers of the
health care committees of the | eqgislature.

Passed by the Senate April 25, 2009.

Passed by the House April 8, 2009.

Approved by the Governor My 19, 2009, with the exception of
certain itens that were vetoed.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 20, 2009.

Note: Governor's explanation of partial veto is as follows:

"1 have approved, except for Section 1, Substitute Senate Bill 5913
entitled:

"AN ACT Relating to online access to the University of Wshington
heal th sciences library by certain health care providers; and anendi ng
RCW 43. 70. 110 and 43.70. 112. "

| fully support the intent of this legislation, including its
clarification t hat t he exi sting sur char ge to heal th care
prof essi onal s shoul d be assessed only once per year, regardl ess of the
nunber of |icenses a professional holds. Unfortunately, Section 1 also
requires the Departnment of Health (Departnent) to create an ongoi ng,
annual advisory group. Establishing new advisory groups in statute is
contrary to our recent efforts to reduce the nunber of boards,
comm ssions and advi sory groups across all of state governnent. There
are other, nore efficient ways to keep interested parties infornmed and
engaged on energi ng i ssues.

G ven the inportance of this to many, | ask that Departnent pursue al
avail able options to address the surcharge issue admnistratively. |
also recomend that Departnent convene stakeholders to solicit
f eedback about the program and provi de recommendati ons.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Section 1 of Substitute Senate Bill
5913.
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Wth the exception of Section 1, Substitute Senate Bill 5913 is
approved. "
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