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Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description:  Allowing registered tow truck operators to pass the costs of tolls and ferry 
fares to the impounded vehicle's registered owner.

Sponsors:  Representatives Armstrong, Clibborn and Ormsby.

House Committee on Transportation
Senate Committee on Transportation

Background:  

Tow truck operators who impound vehicles from private or public property or tow for law 
enforcement agencies must be registered with the Department of Licensing (Department).  
Impounds, i.e., the taking and holding of a vehicle in legal custody without the consent of the 
owner, may only be performed by registered tow truck operators (operators).  If on public 
property, the impound is at the direction of a law enforcement officer.  If the vehicle is on 
private property, the impound is at the direction of the property owner or his agent.

An operator must file a fee schedule with the Department and may not charge fees that 
exceed those in the schedule.

Operators are also prohibited from committing certain acts.  A violation of these prohibitions 
is a gross misdemeanor.  These prohibitions include: 

�

�

�

�

asking for or receiving compensation, gratuities, or rewards from a person authorized 
to sign an impound authorization related to the impounding of a vehicle beyond the 
costs of towing, storage, or other services rendered; 
having an interest in a contract, agreement, or understanding between a person having 
control of private property and an agent of the person authorized to sign an impound 
authorization; 
having an interest in an entity whose functions include acting as an agent or 
representative of a property owner for the purpose of authorizing impounds; and 
entering into any contract or agreement or offering an incentive to a person authorized 
to order a private impound that is related to the authorization of an impound. 

Operators are not prohibited, however, from collecting the costs of towing, storage, or other 
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services rendered during the course of towing, removing, impounding, or storing of an 
impounded vehicle. 

Summary:  

In addition to collecting costs of towing, storage, or other services, tow truck operators may 
also collect the costs of tolls and ferry fares paid during the course of towing, removing, 
impounding, or storing an impounded vehicle.

Votes on Final Passage:  

House 98 0
Senate 49 0

Effective:  June 7, 2012
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