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Brief Description:  Eliminating the urban arterial trust account.

Sponsors:  Senate Committee on Transportation (originally sponsored by Senators Fain and 
Haugen).

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

� Merges the Urban Arterial Trust Account into the Transportation Improvement 
Account.

Hearing Date:  3/14/11

Staff:  Christie Parker (786-7322).

Background: 

The Transportation Improvement Board (TIB) is an agency that administers funding programs 
for cities, urban areas within counties, and transportation benefit districts.  The Urban Arterial 
Trust Account (UATA) is one of three accounts used by the TIB and is funded by a direct 
allocation of 1.7 cents per gallon of the state's 37.5-cent-per-gallon motor vehicle fuel tax.  The 
other accounts used by the TIB are the Transportation Improvement Account (TIA) and the 
Small City Pavement and Sidewalk Account.

The UATA funds the Urban Arterial Program, the Small City Arterial Program, and the Urban 
Sidewalk Program.  The Urban Arterial Program funds road construction projects for 
preservation and modernization of the street system with an emphasis on safety, pavement 
condition, and congestion relief.  The Small City Arterial Program provides funds for projects 
that expand or improve the arterial road network in cities and towns with a population less than 
5,000. The Urban Sidewalk Program funds the construction, retrofitting, or replacement of 
sidewalks to promote pedestrian safety and mobility as a viable transportation choice. 

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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In 2010 the Joint Transportation Committee commissioned a study to analyze efficiencies in the 
delivery of transportation funding and services to local governments.  One of the study 
recommendations is that the Legislature combine the UATA and the TIA to allow for simpler 
cash management.

Summary of Bill: 

The Urban Arterial Trust Account is merged into the Transportation Improvement Account.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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