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Brief Description:  Repealing a conflicting residency requirement for voting in a presidential 

election.

Sponsors:  Senator Carrell.

Brief Summary of Bill

� Proposes that an amendment for the repeal of Article VI, section 1A of the 
Washington state Constitution be submitted to the voters at the next general election.

Hearing Date:  3/9/11

Staff:  Thamas Osborn (786-7129).

Background: 

1910 Amendment to Article VI, Section 1.
Enacted  in 1910, Amendment 5 to the Washington state Constitution (state Constitution) revised 
the voter qualification provisions of Article VI, section 1.  After the 1910 amendment, Article VI, 
section 1 included voter residency provisions, applicable to all elections, requiring that during 
the period immediately preceding an election a voter must be: 

�
�
�

a resident of the state for at least one year;
a resident of the county for at least 90 days; and 
a resident of the city, town, ward, or precinct for at least 30 days. 

1966 Amendment to Section VI (Creating a New Section, Section 1A).
In 1966 the voters approved Amendment 46, creating a new section, section 1A, under Article 
VI, which greatly liberalized residency requirements, but only with respect to presidential 
elections.  Under section 1A,  a citizen of the United States who becomes a resident of 
Washington during the year of a presidential election, and with the intention of making this state 
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his/her permanent residence, may vote for presidential electors or for the office of President and 
Vice-President of the United States, provided he/she has resided in the state for at least 60 days
immediately preceding the election.  In short, section 1A creates a single 60 day state residency 
requirement with respect to presidential elections only and thus establishes an exception to 
residency the requirements created under the 1910 amendment.  The provisions of section 1A 
remain in effect today.    

1974 Amendment to Article VI, Section 1 (Amending the 1910 Amendment).
In 1974 the voters approved Amendment 63, which effectively repealed the 1910 amendment 
and created simplified, uniform residency requirements which are applicable to voting in all
elections.  Specifically, following the passage of  Amendment 63, Article VI, section 1 of the 
state Constitution entitles all persons who are 18 years or older, citizens of the United States, and 
have lived in the state, county, and precinct 30 days immediately preceding the election to vote in 
all elections.  Article VI, section 1, as amended in 1974, remains in effect today. 

Inconsistency Between Sections 1 and 1A of Article VI of the State Constitution.
The residency requirements of sections 1 and 1A of Article VI of the state Constitution conflict 
with each other.  Section 1 establishes a 30 day residency for all elections, whereas section 1A
requires 60 days of state residency for presidential elections.

Summary of Bill: 

At the next general election, an amendment proposing the repeal of section 1A of Article VI of 
the state Constitution will be submitted to the voters. By repealing section 1A, which contains 
the 60 day residency requirement, the proposed amendment would eliminate the conflict between 
the residency requirements of sections 1 and 1A.

The Secretary of State is required to publish notice of the proposed amendment at least four 
times during the four weeks preceding the election in every legal newspaper in the state.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.
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