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Brief Description:  Authorizing urban growth area boundary modifications for industrial land by
certain counties.

Sponsors:  Senate Committee on Government Operations, Tribal Relations & Elections 
(originally sponsored by Senators Delvin and Hewitt).

Senate Committee on Government Operations, Tribal Relations & Elections
House Committee on Local Government

Background:  The Growth Management Act (GMA) is the comprehensive land use planning 
framework for county and city governments in Washington.  Enacted in 1990 and 1991, 
GMA establishes numerous planning requirements for counties and cities obligated by 
mandate or choice to fully plan under GMA.  It also establishes a reduced number of 
directives for all other counties and cities.

GMA includes numerous requirements relating to the use or development of land in urban 
and rural areas.  GMA directs jurisdictions that fully plan under GMA to adopt internally 
consistent comprehensive land use plans that are generalized, coordinated land use policy 
statements of the governing body.  Comprehensive plans are implemented through locally-
adopted development regulations, both of which are subject to review and revision 
requirements prescribed in GMA. 

Additionally, counties that fully plan under GMA (planning counties) must designate urban 
growth areas (UGAs) or areas within which urban growth must be encouraged and outside of 
which growth can occur only if it is not urban in nature.  Planning counties and the cities 
within these counties must include areas and densities within their UGAs that are sufficient 
to permit the urban growth projected to occur in the county or city for the succeeding 20-year 
period. 

The Interlocal Cooperation Act allows public agencies to enter into agreements with one 
another for joint or cooperative action.  Any power, privilege, or authority held by a public 
agency may be exercised jointly with one or more other public agencies having the same 
power, privilege, or authority.  A public agency for purposes of interlocal agreements 
includes any agency, political subdivision, or unit of local government.  
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This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Summary:  A city planning under GMA may request that a county amend the UGA within 
which the city is located.  A city’s request to the county to amend the UGA should be done as 
part of the county’s annual comprehensive plan amendment process and must meet the 
county’s application deadline for that year’s comprehensive plan amendment process.  The 
county must make a decision regarding the request as part of the county’s annual 
comprehensive plan amendment process.  These requests are subject to certain conditions, 
including that the request:
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may only occur in counties located east of the crest of the Cascade Mountains with a 
population of more than 100,000 and less than 200,000;
must be for the purpose of increasing the amount of territory within the amended 
UGA that is zoned for industrial purposes and the additional land is needed to meet 
the city’s and county’s documented needs for additional industrial land to serve their 
planned population growth;
may not increase the amount of territory within the amended UGA more than 7 
percent of the total area within the city;
must be preceded by a completed development proposal and phased master plan for 
the area to be added to UGA and a capital facilities plan with identified funding 
sources to provide the public facilities and services needed to serve the area; and
are null and void if the development proposal has not been partially or wholly 
implemented within five years of the amendment or if the area has not been annexed 
within five years of the amendment to the UGA.

Counties and cities may enter into interlocal agreements for planning costs incurred by the 
county in accordance with a request to amend UGA for this purpose.  Requests by a city to a 
county to amend the UGA must be done before December 31, 2015.

Votes on Final Passage:  

Senate 46 0
House 94 2 (House amended)
Senate 48 0 (Senate concurred)

Effective:  June 7, 2012
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