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HOUSE BILL 1468

State of Washington 62nd Legislature 2011 Regular Session

By Representatives Jinkins, Upthegrove, Stanford, Chandler, Tharinger,
and Hunt; by request of Department of Health

Read first time 01/21/11. Referred to Committee on Environment.

AN ACT Relating to public water system operating permits; and
amending RCW 70.119A.110.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 70.119A.110 and 2003 1st sp.s. ¢ 5 s 18 are each
amended to read as follows:

(1) No person may operate a group A public water system unless the
person first submits an application to the department and receives an
operating permit as provided In this section. A new application must
be submitted upon any change in ownership of the system. ((ARy—persoen

(2) The department may require that each application include the
information that is reasonable and necessary to determine that the
system complies with applicable standards and requirements of the
federal safe drinking water act, state law, and rules adopted by the
department or by the state board of health.
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(3) Following 1ts review of the application, 1its supporting
material, and any iInformation received by the department in its
investigation of the application, the department shall issue or deny
the operating permit. The department shall act on initial permit
applications as expeditiously as possible, and shall in all cases
either grant or deny the application within one hundred twenty days of
receipt of the application or of any supplemental information required
to complete the application. The applicant for a permit shall be
entitled to file an appeal in accordance with chapter 34.05 RCW if the
department denies the initial or subsequent applications or iImposes
conditions or requirements upon the operator. Any operator of a public
water system that requests a hearing may continue to operate the system
until a decision iIs issued after the hearing.

(4) At the time of initial permit application or at the time of
permit renewal the department may impose such permit conditions,
requirements for system improvements, and compliance schedules as it
determines are reasonable and necessary to ensure that the system will
provide a safe and reliable water supply to its users.

(5) Operating permits shall be issued for a term of one year, and
shall be renewed annually, unless the operator fails to apply for a new
permit or the department finds good cause to deny the application for
renewal .

(6) Each application shall be accompanied by an annual fee ((as
FfolHows=

HB 1468 p. 2



© 0N O Ol & WN P

W W W W W W WwWwWWMNDNDNDNDNDNDDNMNDNMNDNMNPEPPEPPRPEPRPRPPEPRLPE
00 ~NO O WNPEOOOMNOOOOadOMWDNEPOOONOOOGSMOWNDNDLERELDOO

] _ R
70-119A-180)).

(7) The department shall adopt rules, in accordance with chapter
34.05 RCW, necessary to implement this section.

(8) The department shall establish by rule categories of annual
operating permit fees based on system size, complexity, and number of
service connections. Fees charged must be sufficient to cover, but may
not exceed, the costs to the department of administering a program for
safe and reliable drinking water. ((A)) The department may phase-in
((¥he)) 1mplementation of the annual fee for any group of systems
provided the schedule for implementation is established by rule.

€8))) (9) The department shall notify existing public water systems
of the requirements of RCW 70.119A.030, 70.119A.060, and this section
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at least one hundred twenty days prior to the date that an application
for a permit is required pursuant to RCW 70.119A.030, 70.119A.060, and
this section.

((€2)) (10) The department shall issue one operating permit to any
approved satellite system management agency. Operating permit fees for

approved satellite system management agencies ((shalH-be-one—doHarper
n . I ' I . n I I

| hall ad | : eFiniti _ e

statutery—defirition)) must be established by the department by rule.
((&28)) (11) For purposes of this section, ‘‘group A public water

system”™ and ''system™ mean those water systems with fifteen or more
service connections, regardless of the number of people; or a system
serving an average of twenty-five or more people per day for sixty or
more days within a calendar year, regardless of the number of service
connections.

——— END ---
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