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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5485

State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2011 Regul ar Session

By Senate Environnent, Water & Energy (originally sponsored by
Senat ors Hargrove and Ranker)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 16/ 11.

AN ACT Relating to maximzing the use of our state's natural
resources; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that research has
shown the i nportance of reducing environnmental inpacts through building
design. The primary focus on building designs has been an attenpt to
reduce energy requirenents, primarily heating and cooling, over the
course of abuilding's lifetinme. However, what has been overl ooked are
opportunities to reduce greenhouse gas emssions and other
envi r onnent al I npacts at earlier stages 1in the building and
construction design process. The selection of building materials and
products, such as using wood and wood products in the design stage,
provi des substantial opportunities to reduce lifetine greenhouse gas
em ssions. A key conponent of life-cycle cost analysis is the energy
expended in the extraction, transportation, manuf act uri ng, and
production of the building materials being considered in the
construction of buildings.
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NEW_ SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The University of Wshington, in
conjunction with a nonprofit consortium involved in research on
renewabl e industrial materials, in consultation with the state buil ding
code council, shall conduct a review of other states' existing codes,
international standards, and Iliterature on life-cycle assessnent,
enbodi ed energy, and enbodi ed carbon in building material s.

(2) By July 2012, the University of Washington, in conjunction with
a nonprofit consortium involved in research on renewable industrial
mat eri al s, shal | make recommendations to the legislature for
met hodol ogies to: (1) Conduct an assessnent and determ ne the anount
of enbodi ed energy and carbon in building materials or greenhouse gas
em ssions avoi ded by using building materials wth | ow enbodi ed energy
or carbon; and (2) devel op a conprehensive guideline using a cormon and
consistent netric for the enbodied energy and carbon in building
mat eri al s. The University of Wshington, in conjunction with a
nonprofit consortium involved in research on renewable industrial
materials, shall seek input from building materials industries and
other interested parties when developing its recomrendations. The
departnent of general admnistration shall nake recommendations for
streamlining current statutory requirenents for life-cycle cost
anal ysi s, energy conservation in design, and hi gh performance of public
bui | di ngs.

--- END ---
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