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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1519

Passed Legislature - 2011 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2011 Regul ar Session

By House Education Appropriations & Oversight (originally sponsored
by Representatives Hope, Dunshee, Anderson, Haler, Pettigrew, Fagan
Sells, Johnson, Owall, Haigh, Kenney, Kelley, and O nsby)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 23/ 11.

AN ACT Rel ating to school assessnents for students with cognitive
di sabilities; adding a new section to chapter 28A. 655 RCW and creating
a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) One of the difficult issues facing states and school districts
t hroughout the country is the neaningful inclusion of students wth
significant cognitive challenges in their current state assessnent and
accountability systens.

(2) Assessnent and accountability systens provide valuable
information to parents and educators, and all students deserve a system
t hat encourages them to neaningfully access and nake progress in the
general education curriculum Nevert hel ess, assessing the academc
knowl edge and skills of students with unique and significant cognitive
disabilities can be chall enging concerning the student's access to and
progress in the general education curriculum Furthernore, the
devel opnment of neani ngful assessnent portfolios in the current system
can be extrenely tine-consum ng for both teachers and students, provide
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limted information for parents, and include questionable test and
measur enent practices.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A 655
RCWto read as foll ows:

The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
continue to actively collaborate with teachers and directors of speci al
education prograns in the devel opnent and inplenentation of a process
to transition from the current portfolio system of assessnent of
students with significant cognitive challenges to a performance task-
based alternative assessnment system based on state standards. Before
such tinme as a new assessnent becones available, and w thin existing
resources, the office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
coordinate efforts to: Align academc goals in a student's
i ndi vi dual i zed education programw th the current statew de assessnent
system by identifying detailed statewide alternate achievenent
benchmarks for use by teachers in the current portfolio system devel op
a transparent and reliable scoring process; efficiently use technol ogy;
and devel op a sensi bl e approval process to shorten the tine involved in
devel oping and collecting current assessnent data for students wth
significant cognitive disabilities.

Passed by the House March 2, 2011.

Passed by the Senate April 5, 2011.

Approved by the Governor April 14, 2011.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 14, 2011.
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