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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5459

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2011 1st Special Session
State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2011 1st Speci al Session

By Senate Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators Kline,
Kei ser, Regala, and McAuliffe)

READ FI RST TI ME 05/ 19/ 11.

AN ACT Relating to services for people wth devel opnental
disabilities; anending RCW 71A 10.020, 71A. 20. 010, 71A. 20. 020,
71A.18.040, 71A 20.080, and 71A 20.170; adding new sections to chapter
71A. 20 RCW adding a new section to chapter 70.02 RCW creating new
sections; providing an effective date; and decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) A devel opnental disability is a natural part of human |ife and
t he presence of a devel opnental disability does not dimnish a person's
rights or the opportunity to participate in the |life of the Iocal
communi ty;

(2) The system of services for people wth devel opnenta
disabilities should provide a balanced range of health, social, and
supportive services at home or in other residential settings. The
receipt of services should be <coordinated so as to mnimze
adm nistrative cost and service dupl i cati on, and el imnate
unnecessarily conpl ex systemorgani zati on;

(3) The public interest would best be served by a broad array of
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services that would support people with devel opnental disabilities at
home or in the comunity, whenever practicable, and that pronote
i ndi vi dual autonony, dignity, and choi ce;

(4) I'n Washington state, people living in residential habilitation
centers and their famlies are satisfied wth the services they
receive, and deserve to continue receiving services that neet their
needs if they choose to receive those services in a comunity setting;

(5 As other care options for people wth devel opnental
disabilities becone nore avail able, the relative need for residential
habilitation center beds is |likely to decline. The legislature
recogni zes, however, that residential habilitation centers wll
continue to be a critical part of the state's |long-termcare options;
and that such services should pronote individual dignity, autonony, and
a hone-Ilike environnent; and

(6) In atim of fiscal restraint, the state should consider the
needs of all persons with devel opnental disabilities and spend its
l[imted resources in a manner that serves nore people, while not
conprom sing the care people require.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. It is theintent of the |legislature that:

(1) Community-based residential services supporting people with
devel opnental disabilities should be available in the nost integrated
setting appropriate to individual needs; and

(2) An extensive transition planning and placenent process should
be used to ensure that people noving from a residential habilitation
center to a community setting have the services and supports needed to
meet their assessed health and wel fare needs.

Sec. 3. RCW71A 10.020 and 2010 ¢ 94 s 21 are each anended to read
as follows:

As used in this title, the followwng terns have the neanings
i ndi cated unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Community residential support services," or "comunity support
services," and "in-honme services" neans one or nore of the services
listed in RCW71A. 12. 040.

(2) "Crisis_stabilization_ services" neans_services_ provided_ to
persons with devel opnental disabilities who are experiencing behaviors

2SSB 5459. SL p. 2
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that jeopardize the safety and stability of their current living
situation. Crisis stabilization services include:

(a) Tenporary intensive_ services and supports, typically not_to
exceed sixty days, to prevent  psychiatric hospitalization,
institutional placenent, or other out-of-hone placenent; and

(b) Services designed to stabilize the person and strengthen their
current living situation so the person may continue to safely reside in
the comunity during and beyond the crisis period.

(3) "Departnent” neans the departnent of social and health
servi ces.

((2))) (4) "Devel opnental disability" nmeans a disability
attributable to intellectual disability, cerebral palsy, epilepsy,
autism or another neurological or other condition of an individua
found by the secretary to be closely related to an intellectual
disability or to require treatnment simlar to that required for
individuals with intellectual disabilities, which disability originates
before the individual attains age eighteen, which has continued or can
be expected to continue indefinitely, and which constitutes a
substantial limtation to the individual. By January 1, 1989, the
departnment shall pronul gate rules which define neurol ogical or other
conditions inaway that is not l[imted to intelligence quotient scores
as the sole determ nant of these conditions, and notify the |egislature
of this action.

((4)Y)) (5) "Eligible person” neans a person who has been found by
the secretary under RCW 71A. 16.040 to be eligible for services.

((65))) (B6) "Habilitative services" neans those services provided
by program personnel to assist persons in acquiring and nmaintaining
life skills and to raise their |evels of physical, nental, social, and
vocational functi oning. Habilitative services include education,
training for enpl oynent, and therapy.

((66))) (7) "Legal representative" neans a parent of a person who
is under eighteen years of age, a person's |egal guardian, a person's
limted guardian when the subject matter is within the scope of the
[imted guardianship, a person's attorney-at-I|aw, a person's
attorney-in-fact, or any other person who is authorized by |law to act
for anot her person.

((A)) (8) "Notice" or "notification" of an action of the
secretary neans notice in conpliance with RCW 71A. 10. 060.

p. 3 2SSB 5459. SL
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((68))) (9) "Residential habilitation center” neans a state-
operated facility for persons wth devel opnental disabilities governed
by chapter 71A. 20 RCW

((69)) (10) "Respite services" neans relief for famlies and other
careqgivers of people with disabilities, typically not to exceed ninety
days, to include both in-honme and out-of-hone respite care on an hourly
and daily basis, including twenty-four hour care for severa
consecutive days. Respite care workers provide supervision,
conpani onshi p, and personal care services tenporarily replacing those
provided by the primary careqgiver of the person with disabilities.
Respite care may include other services needed by the client, including

nedical care_which_ nust be provided by a_licensed_ health_ care
practitioner.

(11) "Secretary" neans the secretary of social and health services
or the secretary's designee.

((26y)) (12) "Service" or "services" neans services provided by
state or | ocal governnent to carry out this title.

(((xH)) (13) "State-operated living alternative"” neans prograns
for community residential services which may include assistance _w th
activities of daily living, behavioral, habilitative, interpersonal
protective, nedical, nursing, and nobility supports to individuals who

have been assessed by the departnent as neeting state and federal
requirenents for eligibility in_honme_and_community-based_ waiver

prograns _for individuals wth developnental disabilities. St at e-
operated living alternatives are operated and staffed with state
enpl oyees.

(14) "Supported living" neans community residential services and
housi ng which may include_assistance with activities of daily living,
behavioral, habilitative, interpersonal, protective, nedical, nursing,
and_nobility supports provided to_individuals with disabilities who
have been_assessed by the_ departnent as_neeting state and_federal
requirenents for eligibility in_ home and_ community-based waiver
prograns_for _individuals with devel opnental disabilities. Supported
living services are provided under contracts with private agencies or
with individuals who are not state enpl oyees.

(15) "Vacancy" neans an opening at a residential habilitation
center, which when filled, would not require the center to exceed its
bi enni al | y budget ed capacity.

2SSB 5459. SL p. 4
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Sec. 4. RCW71A 20.010 and 1988 c 176 s 701 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) This chapter covers the operation of residential habilitation
centers. The selection of persons to be served at the centers is
governed by chapters 71A 16 and 71A 18 RCW The purposes of this
chapter are: To provide for those ((ehiHtdren—and-adults)) persons who
are exceptional in their needs for care, treatnent, and education by
reason of developnental disabilities, residential care designed to
devel op their individual capacities to their optinum to provide for

adm ttance, wi t hdr awal and discharge from state residential
habilitation centers upon application; and to insure a conprehensive
program for the education, gui dance, care, treat ment, and

rehabilitation of all persons admtted to residential habilitation
centers.

(2) Effective no later than July 1, 2012, no person under the age
of sixteen years may be admitted to receive services at a residential
habilitation center. Effective no later than July 1, 2012, no person
under the age of twenty-one years may be admitted to receive services
at a residential center, unless there are no service options avail able
in the community to appropriately neet the needs of the individual
Such adm ssion is limted to the provision of short-termrespite or
crisis stabilization services.

Sec. 5. RCW71A 20.020 and 1994 ¢ 215 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except as_provided in_subsection (2) of this_ section, the
followng residential habilitation centers are pernmanently established
to provide services to persons wth developnental disabilities:
Lakel and Village, |ocated at Medical Lake, Spokane county; Rainier
School, |located at Buckley, Pierce county; Yakim Valley School,
| ocated at Selah, Yakima county; and Fircrest School, |ocated at
Seattle, King county((:—anrd—Frances—Haddon Morgan—Children s—Center -
Focated—alt—Bremerton—Ki-tsap—county) ).

(2) The Yakinma_ Valley School, |ocated at_ Selah, Yakinma_ county,
shall cease to operate as a residential habilitation center when the
conditions in section 6(2)(b) are net.

p. 5 2SSB 5459. SL
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A newsection is added to chapter 71A. 20 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) By Decenber 31, 2011, the departnent shall:

(a) C ose Frances Haddon Modrgan residential rehabilitation center
and relocate current residents consistent with the requirenents of
section 7 of this act; and

(b) Establish at |least two state operating living alternatives on
the canpus of the Frances Haddon Mrgan center, if residents have
chosen to receive care in such a setting and subject to federal
requi renents related to the recei pt of federal nedicaid matching funds.

(2)(a) Upon the effective date of this section, the departnment
shall not permt any new adm ssion to Yakima Valley School unless such
adm ssion is limted to the provision of short-termrespite or crisis
stabilization services. Except as provided in (b) of this subsection,
no current permanent resident of Yakinma Valley School shall be required
or conpelled to relocate to a different care setting as a result of
this act.

(b) The Yakima Valley School shall continue to operate as a
residential habilitation center wuntil such tinme that the census of
permanent residents has reached sixteen persons. As part of the
cl osure plan, at |least two cottages will be converted to state-operated
living alternatives, subject to federal requirenents related to the
recei pt of federal nedicaid nmatching funds.

(3) To assure the successful inplenentation of subsections (1) and
(2) of this section, the departnent, within avail abl e funds:

(a) Shall establish state-operated living alternatives to provide
comunity residential services to residential habilitation center
residents transitioning to the comunity under this act who prefer a
state-operated living alternative. The departnment shall of fer
residential habilitation center enployees opportunities to work in
state-operated living alternatives as they are establi shed,

(b) May use existing supported living program capacity in the
comunity for former residential habilitation center residents who
prefer and choose a supported Iiving program

(c) Shall continue to staff and operate at Yakinma Valley School
crisis stabilization beds and respite service beds at the existing bed
capacity as of June 1, 2011, for individuals wth devel opnental
disabilities requiring such services;

2SSB 5459. SL p. 6
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(d) Shall establish up to eight state-staffed crisis stabilization
beds and up to eight state-staffed respite beds based upon funding
provided in the appropriations act and the geographic areas with the
greatest need for those services; and

(e) Shall establish regional or nobile specialty services evenly
distributed throughout the state, such as dental care, physical
t herapy, occupational therapy, and specialized nursing care, which can
be made available to fornmer residents of residential habilitation
centers and, within available funds, ot her individuals wth
devel opnental disabilities residing in the comunity.

*NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. A newsection is added to chapter 71A 20 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent:

(1) My, wthin sixty days of admssion to a residential

habilitation center, ensure that each resident's i ndi vi dual
habilitation plan includes a plan for discharge to the community;
(2) Shall wuse a person-centered approach in developing the

di scharge plan to assess the resident's needs and identify services the
resident requires to successfully transition to the comunity,
i ncl udi ng:

(a) Engaging famlies and guardians of residents by offering
famly-to-famly nentoring provided by famly nmenbers who thensel ves
experienced noving a famly nmenber with devel opnental disabilities from
an institution to the community. The departnment shall contract with
t he devel opnental disabilities council to provide nentoring services;

(b) Enployees of the residential habilitation centers and the
departnment providing transition planning for residents. To strengthen
continuity of care for residents leaving residential habilitation
centers, the departnent shall provide opportunities for residential
habilitation center enployees to obtain enploynent in state-operated
living alternatives;

(c) Providing choice of comunity living options and providers,
consistent wth federal requirenents, including offering to place, with
the consent of the resident or his or her guardian, each resident of
the residential habilitation center on the appropriate honme and
communi ty- based wai ver, as authorized under 42 U. S.C. Sec. 1396n, and

p. 7 2SSB 5459. SL
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provi de continued access to the services that neet his or her assessed
needs;

(d) Providing residents and their famlies or guardians
opportunities to visit state-operated living alternatives and supported
living options in the comunity;

(e) Ofering residents leaving aresidential habilitation center a
"right toreturn"” to aresidential habilitation center during the first
year follow ng their nove;

(f) Addressing services in addition to those that will be provided
by residential services providers that are necessary to address the
resident's assessed needs, including:

(1) Medical services;

(11) Nursing services;

(1i1) Dental care;

(1v) Behavioral and nental health supports;

(v) Habilitation services;

(vi) Enploynment or other day support; and

(vii) Transportation or other supports needed to assist famly and
friends in maintaining regular contact with the resident;

(3) Shall assure that, prior to discharge from a residential
habilitation center, clients continue to be eligible for services for
whi ch they have an assessed need,

(4) Shall maximze federal funding for transitioning clients
t hrough the roads to community |iving grant;
(5) Shall Ilimt the ability of a state-operated |living alternative

to reject clients;

(6) Shall use any savings achieved through efficiencies to extend
services, including state-staffed crisis stabilization and respite
services, to people with devel opnental disabilities currently receiving
[imted or no services; and

(7)(a) Shall enmploy the quality assurance process currently in use
by the departnent to nonitor the adjustnment of each resident who | eaves
a residential habilitation center; and

(b) Convene a work group to review findings from the quality
assurance for people noving process and provide feedback on the
transition process. The work group shall include representatives of
t he devel opnental disabilities council, disability rights Washi ngton

2SSB 5459. SL p. 8
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Uni versity of Washington center for human devel opnent and disability,
providers, and fam |ies and advocates of persons with disabilities.
*Sec. 7 was vetoed. See nessage at end of chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. A new section is added to chapter 70.02 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A developnental disability service system task force 1is
est abl i shed.

(2) The task force shall be convened by Septenber 1, 2011, and
consi st of the foll ow ng nenbers:

(a) Two nmenbers of the house of representatives appointed by the
speaker of the house of representatives, from different political
caucuses;

(b) Two nenbers of the senate appointed by the president of the
senate, fromdifferent political caucuses;

(c) The foll ow ng nenbers appoi nted by the governor:

(1) Two advocates for people with devel opnental disabilities;

(1i) Arepresentative fromthe devel opnental disabilities council;

(iii) A representative of famlies of residents in residentia
habilitation centers;

(iv) Two representatives of |abor unions representing workers who
serve residents in residential habilitation centers;

(d) The secretary of the departnment of social and health services
or their designee; and

(e) The secretary of the departnent of general adm nistration or
t hei r desi gnee.

(3) The nenbers of the task force shall select the chair or
cochairs of the task force.

(4) Staff assistance for the task force wll be provided by
| egislative staff and staff fromthe agencies listed in subsection (2)
of this section.

(5) The task force shall nake reconmendati ons on:

(a) The developnment of a system of services for persons wth
devel opnent al disabilities that is <consistent wth the goals
articulated in section 1 of this act;

(b) The state's long-term needs for residential habilitation center
capacity, including the benefits and di sadvantages of nmintaining one
center in eastern Washi ngton and one center in western Washi ngton;

p. 9 2SSB 5459. SL
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(c) Aplan for efficient consolidation of institutional capacity,
i ncl udi ng whether one or nore centers should be downsized or closed
and, if so, atime frame for closure;

(d) Mechanisns through which any savings that result from the
downsi zing, consolidation, or <closure of residential habilitation
center capacity can be used to create additional comrunity-based
capacity;

(e) Strategies for the use of surplus property that results from
the cl osure of one or nore centers;

(f) Strategies for refram ng the m ssion of Yakim Valley Schoo
consistent with this act that consider:

(1) The opportunity, where cost-effective, to provide nedical
services, including centers of excellence, to other clients served by
t he departnent; and

(iit) The <creation of a treatnent team consisting of «crisis
stabilization and short-termrespite services personnel, with the | ong-
term goal of expanding to include the provisions of specialty services
such as dental care, physical therapy, occupational therapy, and
speci alized nursing care to individuals with devel opnental disabilities
residing in the surrounding community.

(6) The task force shall report their recommendations to the
appropriate commttees of the |egislature by Decenber 1, 2012.

Sec. 9. RCW71A. 18.040 and 1989 c 175 s 142 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) A person who is receiving a service under this title or the
person's legal representative may request the secretary to authorize a
service that is available under this title in place of a service that
the person is presently receiving.

(2) The secretary upon receiving a request for change of service
shall consult in the manner provided in RCW 71A 10.070 and within
ni nety days shall determ ne whether the following criteria are net:

(a) The alternative plan proposes a |l ess dependent programthan the
person is participating in under current service,;

(b) The alternative service is appropriate under the goals and
obj ectives of the person's individual service plan;

(c) The alternative service is not in violation of applicable state
and federal |aw, and

2SSB 5459. SL p. 10



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W WNNNNMNNNMNNMNNMNNNRRRRRRERLERPRPR
P O © 0 N UM WNEROOOO-NOOOUDAWRINIERO

32
33
34
35
36
37

(d) The service can reasonably be nade avail abl e.

(3) If the requested alternative service neets all of the criteria
of subsection (2) of this section, the service shall be authorized as
soon as reasonable, but not |later than one hundred twenty days after
conpletion of the determnation process, unless the secretary
determ nes that:

(a) The alternative plan is nore costly than the current plan;

(b) Current appropriations are not sufficient to inplenment the
alternative service w thout reducing services to existing clients; or

(c) Providing alternative service woul d take precedence over ot her
priorities for delivery of service.

(4) The secretary shall give notice as provided in RCW71A 10. 060
of the grant of a request for a change of service. The secretary shal
give notice as provided in RCW 71A. 10.060 of denial of a request for
change of service and of the right to an adjudi cative proceedi ng.

(5) (@) VWhen the secretary has changed service from a residenti al
habilitation center to a setting other than a residential habilitation
center, the secretary shall reauthorize service at the residential
habilitation center if the secretary in reevaluating the needs of the
person finds that the person needs service in a residential
habilitation center.

(b) A person who has noved froma residential habilitation center
that has closed to a comunity-based setting shall be offered a right
to return to a residential habilitation center during the first year
following their nove to the comunity.

(6) If the secretary determnes that current appropriations are
sufficient to deliver additional services w thout reducing services to
persons who are presently receiving services, the secretary 1is
aut hori zed to give persons notice under RCW 71A. 10.060 that they may
request the services as new services or as changes of services under
this section.

Sec. 10. RCW 71A.20.080 and 1989 c¢ 175 s 143 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) VWhenever in the judgnent of the secretary, the treatnent and
training of any resident of a residential habilitation center has
progressed to the point that it is deened advisable to return such
resident to the community, the secretary may grant placenent on such

p. 11 2SSB 5459. SL
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terme and conditions as the secretary may deem advisable after
consultation in the manner provided in RCW 71A.10.070. The secretary
shall give witten notice of the decision to return a resident to the
community as provided in RCW 71A. 10.060. The notice nust include a
statenment advising the recipient of the right to an adjudicative
proceedi ng under RCW 71A. 10.050 and the time limts for filing an
application for an adjudicative proceeding. The notice nust also
include a statenent advising the recipient of the right to judicial
review of an adverse adjudicative order as provided in chapter 34.05
RCW

(2) A placenment decision shall not be inplenented at any |eve
during any period during which an appeal can be taken or while an
appeal is pending and undeci ded, unless authorized by court order so
|l ong as the appeal is being diligently pursued.

( { Fhe—department—ofl—social—and—heatt-h—services—shall—pertodicaltby
evalvate—at—reasonableintervalstheadrustent—of—the resident—to-the
specte —placenent — bo — determine —whether — the — restdent —should —be
contnued—i-n—the—placerent—or—returned—to—the—ast-tubon—or—ghven—a
di fferent placenent.))

*NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. A new section is added to chapter 71A 20
RCWto read as foll ows:

Begi nni ng Novenber 1, 2012, and annually thereafter, the departnent
shall submt information to the appropriate conmttees of the
| egi sl ature regardi ng persons who have transitioned from residentia
habilitation centers to the community, for the first tw years
foll owm ng each person's new pl acenent, including:

(1) Progress toward neeting the requirenments of this act;

(2) dient and guardian satisfaction wth services;

(3) Stability of placenent and provider turnover, including
information on returns to a residential habilitation center under
section 7(2)(e) of this act;

(4) Safety and health out cones;

(5) Types of services received by clients transitioned to the
community; and

(6) Continued accessibility of former residents to famly.

*Sec. 11 was vetoed. See nessage at end of chapter.

2SSB 5459. SL p. 12
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Sec. 12. RCW71A 20.170 and 2008 ¢ 265 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The developnental disabilities conmmunity trust account 1is
created in the state treasury. All net proceeds fromthe use of excess
property identified in the 2002 joint legislative audit and review
commttee <capital study or other studies of the division of
devel opmental disabilities residential habilitation centers ((at
LakelandMi-H-age—Yakina—Val-ey—school—Francihs—Haddon—Morgan—Center—
and —Ratnter—sehooel)) that would not inpact current residential
habilitation center operations nust be deposited into the account.

(2) Proceeds may cone from the |ease of the |and, conservation
easenents, sale of tinber, or other activities short of sale of the
property, except as permtted under section 7 of this act.

(3) "Excess property"” includes that portion of the property at
Rai nier school previously wunder the cognizance and control of
Washi ngton State University for wuse as a dairy/forage research
facility.

(4) Only investnent income from the principal of the proceeds
deposited into the trust account nmay be spent fromthe account. For

pur poses of this section, "investnent incone" includes |ease paynents,
rent paynments, or other periodic paynents deposited into the trust
account . For purposes of this section, "principal" is the actual

excess | and fromwhich proceeds are assigned to the trust account.

(5) Moneys in the account may be spent only after appropriation
Expendi tures from the account shall be used exclusively to provide
famly support and/or enploynent/day services to eligible persons with
devel opnental disabilities who can be served by community-based
devel opnental disability services. It is the intent of the | egislature
that the account should not be used to replace, supplant, or reduce
exi sting appropriations.

(6) The account shall be known as the Dan Thonpson nenori al
devel opnmental disabilities community trust account.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 13. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 14. If any part of this act is found to be in
conflict with federal requirenments that are a prescribed condition to
the allocation of federal funds to the state, the conflicting part of
this act is inoperative solely to the extent of the conflict and wth
respect to the agencies directly affected, and this finding does not
affect the operation of the remainder of this act inits applicationto
t he agenci es concerned. Rules adopted under this act nust neet federal
requirenents that are a necessary condition to the receipt of federa
funds by the state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 15. Section 7 of this act is necessary for the
i mredi ate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or
support of the state governnment and its existing public institutions,
and takes effect June 30, 2011.

Passed by the Senate May 25, 2011.

Passed by the House May 25, 2011.

Approved by the Governor June 15, 2011, with the exception of
certain itens that were vetoed.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State June 15, 2011.

Note: Governor's explanation of partial veto is as follows:

"l am returning, wthout my approval as to Sections 7 and 11, Second
Substitute Senate Bill 5459 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Relating to services for people wth devel opnental
disabilities."

This bill nakes a nunber of changes that address the increased
provision of services to persons with devel opnental disabilities in
community settings. | t reduces adm ssi ons to residentia

habilitation centers, closes the Frances Haddon Myrgan Center by
Decenber 31, 2011, provides for relocation and alternatives, and
strengthens the array of support available in communities.

Section 7 of this bill mndates that the Departnent of Social and
Heal th Services provide a series of processes and services that assist
successful client transitions into the community. Mst provisions in

this section are current practices within the Departnent, including
the follow ng: person-centered approaches to discharge plans, famly
ment ori ng, offering residential habilitation center enpl oyees
opportunities for enpl oynent in community settings, of fering

residents leaving a residential habilitation center the ability to
return, and maxi m zing federal funding. Approval of Section 7 is not
required to inplenment these approaches. However, Section 7(2)(f)
(vii) could be interpreted to nandate that the Departnent provide new
transportation services and other supports to assist famly and
friends in maintaining regular contact with residents who have noved
out of a residential habilitation center. VWhile | agree that clients
should maintain contact with their famly and friends, this subsection
could create a broad, undefined requirenent that is also unfunded.
The type, frequency, and costs of transportation are not easily
assessed. Because these unknown elenents present serious concerns
about unanticipated fiscal inpacts, | amvetoing Section 7.
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Section 11 mandates that the Departnent annually submt a report to
the Legislature regarding persons who have transitioned from
residential habilitation centers to the comunity. Much of the
information required for this report is already gathered as a standard
part of the client assessnent and existing quality assurances
processes. Aggregating and assenbling client-specific information
into a newreport is a significant unfunded nmandate.

Al t hough | amvetoing this section, | am directing the Departnment to
share the various reports related to the quality of client transitions
and communi ty-based services with the Legi sl ature.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Sections 7 and 11 of Second
Substitute Senate Bill 5459.

Wth the exception of Sections 7 and 11, Second Substitute Senate Bil
5459 is approved.”
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