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ENGROSSED SENATE BI LL 6215

Passed Legislature - 2012 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2012 Regul ar Session
By Senators Frockt, Kline, Nelson, Kohl-WIlles, and Conway

Read first tinme 01/16/12. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Rel ating to establishing an optional transportation benefit
district rebate program for [|owinconme individuals; anending RCW
36. 73. 065; reenacting and anending RCW 36.73.015; and adding a new
section to chapter 36.73 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW36.73.015 and 2010 ¢ 251 s 2 and 2010 ¢ 105 s 1 are
each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "City" means a city or town.

(2) "District" neans a transportation benefit district created
under this chapter.

(3) "Lowincone" neans household incone that is at or belowforty-
five percent of the nedian_household incone, adjusted for_ household
size, for the district in which the fees, taxes, or tolls were inposed.

(4) "Rebate progranmt neans an_optional program established by a
transportation benefit district that includes a city with a population
of five hundred thousand persons or_nore for the purpose of providing
rebates to lowincone individuals for fees, taxes, and/or tolls inposed
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by such transportation benefit district for: (a) Vehicle fees inposed
under RCW 36. 73.040(3)(b); (b) sales_and use taxes_inposed under RCW
36.73.040(3)(a); and/or (c) tolls inposed under RCW 36. 73. 040(3) (d).

(5) "Supplenental transportation inprovenent” or "supplenental
i nprovenent"” neans any project, work, or undertaking to provide public
transportation service, in addition to a district's existing or planned
vot er - approved transportation i nprovenents, proposed by a participating
city menmber of the district under RCW 36. 73. 180.

((4y)) (6) "Transportation inprovenent” means a project contained
in the transportation plan of the state, a regional transportation
pl anni ng organization, <city, county, or eligible jurisdiction as
identified in RCW 36.73.020(2). A project may include investnment in
new or exi sting hi ghways of statew de significance, principal arterials
of regional significance, high capacity transportation, public
transportation, and other transportation projects and prograns of
regional or statewide significance including transportation demand
managenent. Projects may al so i nclude the operation, preservation, and
mai nt enance of these facilities or prograns.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 36.73 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Adistrict that: (a) Includes a city wth a population of five
hundred t housand persons or nore; and (b) inposes a vehicle fee under
RCW 36. 73. 040(3) (b), sales and use taxes under RCW 36. 73.040(3)(a), or
tolls under RCW36. 73. 040(3)(d), may establish a rebate programfor the
pur poses of providing rebates of up to forty percent of the actual fee,
tax, or toll paid by alowincone individual.

(2) Funds collected from a vehicle fee under RCW 36. 73. 040(3) (b),
sales and wuse tax wunder RCW 36.73.040(3)(a) or tolls under RCW
36.73.040(3)(d) may be used for a rebate programestablished under this
section.

(3) Adistrict that establishes a rebate programis responsible for
t he devel opnent and adm ni stration of the programand all functions and
costs associated with the rebate program

(4) Adistrict that establishes a rebate programunder this section
must report back to the legislature two years after the program takes
effect. The report nust include, but is not limted to, a detailed
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description of the structure of the program the average rebate, the
total amount of rebates issued, and the nunber of people that received
rebat es.

Sec. 3. RCW36.73.065 and 2007 ¢ 329 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section, taxes,
fees, charges, and tolls may not be inposed by a district wthout
approval of a mgjority of the voters in the district voting on a
proposition at a general or special election. The proposition mnust
i nclude a specific description of: (a) The transportation inprovenent
or inprovenents proposed by the district, (b) any rebate_ program
proposed to_be established under section 2 of this act; and (c) the
proposed taxes, fees, charges, and the range of tolls inposed by the
district to raise revenue to fund the inprovenent or inprovenents or
rebate program as applicable.

(2) Voter approval under this section ((shal)) nust be accorded
subst anti al weight regarding the wvalidity of a transportation
i nprovenent as defined in RCW36. 73. 015.

(3) Adistrict may not increase any taxes, fees, charges, or range
of tolls inposed or change a rebate programunder this chapter once the
taxes, fees, charges, ((er)) tolls, or rebate program takes effect,
unl ess aut horized by the district voters pursuant to RCW36. 73. 160.

(4)(a) A district that includes all the territory within the
boundaries of the jurisdiction, or jurisdictions, establishing the
district may inpose by a majority vote of the governing board of the
district the foll ow ng fees and charges:

(i) U to twenty dollars of the vehicle fee authorized in RCW
82. 80. 140; or

(ii) Afee or charge in accordance with RCW36. 73. 120.

(b) The vehicle fee authorized in (a) of this subsection may only
be i nposed for a passenger-only ferry transportation i nprovenent if the
vehicle fee is first approved by a majority of the voters within the
jurisdiction of the district.

(c)(i) A district solely conprised of a city or cities shall not
i npose the fees or charges identified in (a) of this subsection wthin
one hundred eighty days after July 22, 2007, unless the county in which
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the city or cities reside, by resolution, declares that it wll not
i npose the fees or charges identified in (a) of this subsection wthin
t he one hundred ei ghty-day period; or

(ii1) Adistrict solely conprised of a city or cities identified in
RCW 36. 73. 020(6) (b) ((shalt)) nmay not inpose the fees or charges until
after May 22, 2008, unless the county in which the city or cities
reside, by resolution, declares that it will not inpose the fees or
charges identified in (a) of this subsection through May 22, 2008.

(5) If the interlocal agreenent in RCWB82.80.140(2)(a) cannot be
reached, a district that includes only the unincorporated territory of
a county may inpose by a mpjority vote of the governing body of the
district up to twenty dollars of the vehicle fee authorized in RCW
82. 80. 140.

Passed by the Senate February 14, 2012.

Passed by the House March 2, 2012.

Approved by the Governor March 29, 2012.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 29, 2012.
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