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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6470

Passed Legislature - 2012 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2012 Regul ar Session

By Senate CGovernnent Operations, Tribal Relations & Elections
(originally sponsored by Senators MAuliffe and Chase)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 12.

AN ACT Relating to benefit charges for the enhancenent of fire
protection services; and addi ng a new section to chapter 35.13 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 35.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A city or town that has annexed since 2006 or is conducting
annexations of all or a part of a fire protection district or fire
protection districts may by resolution, for the enhancenent of fire
protection services, fix and inpose a benefit charge on personal
property and i nprovenents to real property that are located in the city
or town, to be paid by the owners of the properties: PROVIDED, That a
benefit charge shall not apply to personal property and i nprovenents to
real property owned or used by: (a) Any recognized religious
denom nation or religious organization as, or including, a sanctuary or
for purposes related to the bona fide religious mnistries of the
denom nation or religious organization, including schools and
educational facilities used for kindergarten, primary, or secondary
educational purposes or for institutions of higher education and all
grounds and buildings related thereto, but not including personal

p. 1 ESSB 6470. SL



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W W W WMNDNDNDNDDNMNDNMDDNMNMNDMNMDNMNMNMNMDNEPRPPRPEPRPRPRPPRPERPRPERPPRPRE
0O N Ol WNPEFP O OOOWwNOD O P WNEPEOOMOOWwWNO OPMwDNDERLOo

property and inprovenents to real property owned or used by any
recognized religious denomnation or religious organization for
busi ness operations, profit-making enterprises, or activities not
i ncluding use of a sanctuary or related to kindergarten, primry, or
secondary educational purposes or for institutions of higher education;
or (b)) any entity exenpt from taxation wunder RCW 35.82.210,
84.36.030(3), or 84.36.560.

(2) A benefit charge inposed shall be reasonably proportioned to
t he nmeasurabl e benefits to property resulting from the enhancenent of
services afforded by the city or town fire departnent. It is
acceptable to apportion the benefit charge to the values of the
properties as found by the county assessor or assessors nodified
generally in the proportion that fire insurance rates are reduced or
entitled to be reduced as the result of providing the services. Any
other nethod that reasonably apportions the benefit charges to the
actual benefits resulting from the degree of protection, which my
include but is not limted to the distance from regularly maintained
fire protection equipnent, the level of fire prevention services
provided to the properties, or the need of the properties for
speci ali zed services, nmay be specified in the resolution and shall be
subject to contest on the ground of unreasonable or capricious action
or action in excess of the neasurable benefits to the property
resulting fromservices afforded by the city or town fire departnent.
The city or town may determne that certain properties or types or
cl asses of properties are not receiving neasurable benefits based on
criteria they establish by resolution. A benefit charge authorized by
this section shall not be applicable to the personal property or
i nprovenents to real property of any individual, corporation
partnership, firm organization, or association maintaining a fire
departnment and whose fire protection and training system has been
accepted by a fire insurance underwiter maintaining a fire protection
engi neering and inspection service authorized by the state insurance
comm ssioner to do business in this state, but such property may be
protected by the city or town under a contractual agreenent. For
adm ni strative purposes, the benefit charge inposed on any individual
property may be conpiled into a single charge, provided that the city
or town, upon request of the property owner, provide an item zed |i st
of charges for each nmeasurabl e benefit included in the charge.

ESSB 6470. SL p. 2
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(3) The resolution establishing benefit charges shall specify, by
| egal geographi cal areas or other specific designations, the charge to
apply to each property by location, type, or other designation, or
other information that is necessary to the proper conputation of the
benefit charge to be charged to each property owner subject to the
resolution. The county assessor of each county shall determ ne and
identify the personal properties and inprovenents to real property
which are subject to a benefit charge in each city or town and shal
furnish and deliver to the county treasurer of that county a listing of
the properties wth information describing the |Ilocation, |[egal
description, and address of the person to whomthe statenent of benefit
charges is to be mailed, the nane of the owner, and the value of the
property and i nprovenents, together with the benefit charge to apply to
each. These benefit charges shall be certified to the county treasurer
for collection in the sanme manner that is used for the collection of
fire protection assessnents for forest I|ands protected by the
departnent of natural resources under RCW 76.04.610 and the sane
penal ties and provisions for collection shall apply.

(4) Each city and town shall contract, prior to the inposition of
a benefit charge, for the adm nistration and collection of the benefit
charge by each county treasurer, who shall deduct a percent, as
provi ded by contract to reinburse the county for expenses incurred by
the county assessor and county treasurer in the adm nistration of the
resolution and this section. The county treasurer shall nmake
di stributions each year, as the charges are collected, in the anount of
the benefit charges inposed on behalf of the city or town, |ess the
deduction provided for in the contract.

(5 Any benefit charge authorized by this section shall not be
ef fective unless a proposition to inpose the benefit charge is approved
by a sixty percent ngjority of the voters of the city or town voting at
a general election or at a special election called by the city or town
for that purpose, held within the city or town. An election held
pursuant to this section shall be held not nore than twelve nonths
prior to the date on which the first such charge is to be assessed:
PROVI DED, That a benefit charge approved at an election shall not
remain in effect for a period of nore than six years nor nore than the
nunber of years authorized by the voters if fewer than six years unless
subsequent|ly reapproved by the voters.
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(6) The ballot shall be submtted so as to enable the voters
favoring the authorization of a benefit charge to vote "Yes" and those
opposed thereto to vote "No," and the ball ot shall be:

“Shall . . . . . . . . . . be authorized to inpose benefit
charges each year for . . . . (insert nunber of years not to
exceed six) years, not to exceed an anpunt equal to :
(i nsert percentage anount not to exceed sixty) percent of its
fire departnent operating budget?

YES NO

"
m} O

(7) Acity or town renewing the benefit charge may el ect to use the
followi ng alternative ballot:

“Shall . . . . . . . . . . be authorized to continue voter-
aut hori zed benefit charges each year for . . . . (insert nunber
of years not to exceed six) years, not to exceed an anount
equal to. . . . (insert percentage anount not to exceed sixty)

percent of its fire departnment operating budget?

YES NO

"
m} O

(8) Not less than ten days nor nore than six nonths before the
el ection at which the proposition to inpose the benefit charge is
subm tted as provided in this section, the city or town shall hold a
public hearing specifically setting forth its proposal to inpose
benefit charges for the support of its legally authorized activities
which will maintain or inprove the services afforded in the city or
towmn. A report of the public hearing shall be filed wwth the county
treasurer of each county in which the property is |ocated and be
avai l abl e for public inspection.

(9)(a) Prior to Novenmber 15th of each year the city or town shal
hold a public hearing to review and establish the benefit charges for
t he subsequent year.
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(b) Al resolutions inposing or changing the benefit charges shal
be filed wth the county treasurer for each county in which the
property is |ocated, together with the record of each public hearing,
before Novenber 30th immediately preceding the year in which the
benefit charges are to be collected on behalf of the city or town fire
depart nent.

(c) After the benefit charges have been established, the owners of
the property subject to the charge shall be notified of the anount of
t he charge.

(10) After notice has been given to the property owners of the
anount of the charge, the city or town inposing a benefit charge under
this section shall forma review board for at |east a two-week period
and shall, wupon conplaint in witing of a party aggrieved owning
property in the city or town, reduce the charge of a person who, in
their opinion, has been charged too large a sum to a sum or anount as
they believe to be the true, fair, and just anount.

(11) A person who is receiving the exenption contained in RCW
84.36. 381 through 84.36.389 shall be exenpt from any | egal obligation
to pay a portion of the charge inposed by this section according to the
fol | ow ng:

(a) A person who neets the incone limtation contained in RCW
84.36.381(5)(a) and does not neet the inconme limtation contained in
RCW 84.36.381(5)(b) (i) or (ii) shall be exenpt from twenty-five
percent of the charge.

(b) A person who neets the incone limtation contained in RCW
84.36.381(5)(b) (i) shall be exenpt fromfifty percent of the charge.

(c) A person who neets the incone limtation contained in RCW
84.36.381(5)(b)(ii) shall be exenpt from seventy-five percent of the
char ge.

(12) For the purposes of this section:

(a) "Personal property" includes every form of tangible persona
property, including but not limted to, all goods, chattels, stock in
trade, estates, or crops, except that the term"personal property" does
not include any personal property used for farmng, field crops, farm
equi pnent, or |ivestock; and

(b) "Inprovenents to real property" does not include permanent
growi ng crops, field inprovenents installed for the purpose of aiding
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the grow h of permanent crops, or other field inprovenents normally not
subj ect to danage by fire.

Passed by the Senate February 14, 2012.

Passed by the House March 1, 2012.

Approved by the Governor March 16, 2012.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 16, 2012.
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