Washington State BILL
H fR tati
Ofice of Program Research ANALYSIS
Appropriations Committee

HB 20350

Brief Description: Achieving correctional savings related to certification of jail time served.

Sponsors: Representatives Hunter, Ormsby and Roberts.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Requires county jails to certify to the Department of Corrections (DOC) the number
of days of early release time an offender has lost or not earned during presentence
time served in jail, rather than the amount of time earned.

* Requires the DOC to adjust an offender's rate of early release for presentence time
served in jails to be consistent with the rate applicable to DOC offenders.

Hearing Date: 4/22/13
Staff: Alex MacBain (786-7288).
Background:

Earned release time, also widely known as "good time," refers to an amount of time for which an
offender receives credit based upon different factors, including the nature of the offense for
which he or she is serving time and the offender's behavior.

The Department of Corrections (DOC) is authorized to reduce an offender's term of confinement
through earned release time for good behavior and good performance and may take it away for
disciplinary reasons. An offender incarcerated for a serious violent offense or a sex offense that
is a class A felony, on or after July 1, 2003, may not have his or her term of confinement reduced
by more than 10 percent via earned release time. Other DOC offenders may not have their term
of confinement reduced by more than 33 percent via earned release time.

Earned early release time in county jail facilities is provided for good behavior and good
performance as determined by the correctional agency having jurisdiction. A jail offender
incarcerated for a serious violent offense or a Class A sex offense may not have his or her term of
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confinement reduced by more than 15 percent via earned release time. Other jail offenders may
not have their term of confinement reduced by more than 33 percent via earned release time. By
practice, 22 jail facilities offer a maximum of 25 percent earned release time.

While an offender is serving time in a county jail facility pending sentencing, he or she may earn
early release time for that time spent in custody prior to being transferred to the DOC. When an
offender is transferred from a county jail to the DOC after sentencing, the county jail facility
certifies to the DOC the amount of time an offender spent in custody at the facility and the
amount of early release time earned.

Summary of Bill:

For offenders transferred from a county jail to the DOC after sentencing, county jail facilities are
required to certify to the DOC the amount of time an offender served in custody and the number
of days of early release time lost or not earned, rather than the amount of early release time
earned. The DOC must adjust an offender's rate of early release listed on the jail certification to
be consistent with the rate applicable to offenders in the DOC's facilities. The DOC is not
authorized to adjust the number of presentence early release days that the jail has certified as lost
or not earned.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Requested on April 17, 2013.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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