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Brief Description:  Concerning the processing of quick titles by subagents.

Sponsors:  Representatives Warnick and Sawyer.

House Committee on Transportation
Senate Committee on Transportation

Background:  

In 2011 a process was created to print a quick title, which is a certificate of ownership printed 
at the time of application.  Presently, there are 37 locations in Washington where quick titles 
are produced, with 22 county auditor offices and 15 subagent offices providing the quick title 
service.  During the period of July 1, 2012, through June 30, 2013, there were 21,986 vehicle 
and 476 vessel quick titles produced. 

A $50 fee is charged by the participating county auditor or other agent; $25 is retained by the 
county treasurer in the same manner as other fees collected by the county auditor, and the 
remaining $25 is deposited into the Motor Vehicle Fund for a vehicle and the State General 
Fund for a vessel.  If the fee is paid directly to the Department of Licensing (DOL), the entire 
fee of $50 must be deposited into the Motor Vehicle Fund for a vehicle and into the State 
General Fund for a vessel.

The application for a quick title may not be used to obtain the first title issued to a vehicle 
previously designated as a salvage vehicle.

The application for a quick title must be submitted by the owner or owner's representative to 
the DOL, participating county auditor, or other agent appointed by the Director of the DOL 
on a form furnished or approved by the DOL.

Subagents are allowed to perform quick title transactions if:
�

�

the county auditor or agent has provided quick title services in the county in which 
the subagent is located for at least six months;
the county auditor or other agent has selected the subagent to perform quick title 
services; and
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� the DOL has instituted a process in which blank certificates of title can be 
inventoried.

All applications for a quick title must meet the requirements established by the DOL. 

The DOL has instituted security standards and a process by which blank certificates of title 
can be inventoried.

Summary:  

A subagent may process a quick title in accordance with rules that are adopted by the DOL.  
The following requirements before a subagent may process a quick title are removed:

�

�

The county auditor of the county in which the subagent is located has processed quick 
titles for a minimum of six months.
The county auditor must approve a request from a subagent in its county to process 
quick titles.

The requirement currently in statute for the DOL to institute a process in which blank 
certificates of title can be inventoried is removed.

Votes on Final Passage:  

House 97 0
Senate 49 0

Effective:  June 12, 2014
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