
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5611

As of February 18, 2013

Title:  An act relating to representation on the transportation commission for regions impacted
by tolling.

Brief Description:  Concerning representation on the transportation commission for regions 
impacted by tolling.

Sponsors:  Senators Benton and Rivers.

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Transportation:  2/19/13.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

Staff:  Kim Johnson (786-7472)

Background:  The Washington Transportation Commission (Commission) was created in 
1977 and was significantly restructured in 2005 and 2006.  The Commission is comprised of 
seven voting members appointed to six-year terms by the Governor and confirmed by the 
Senate.  The Governor or their designee, and the Secretary of Transportation sit as nonvoting 
members.  The geographic criteria for membership on the Commission is that there must be 
four members from western Washington, and three members from eastern Washington.  No 
more than two members may be from the same county.

Prior to the changes made to the Commission in 2006, there could not be more than four 
members of the Commission from the same major political party.

Summary of Bill:  By July 1, 2018, there must be no more than four members of the 
Commission from the same major political party.

Of the four members representing the western part of the state, one must be from northwest 
Washington, two must be from the central Puget Sound area, and one must be from southwest 
Washington.

In making appointments, the Governor must take into consideration persons representing 
those areas with a toll facility.

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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