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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1654

State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2014 Regul ar Session

By House Local Governnment (originally sponsored by Representatives
Riccelli, Onsby, Fitzgi bbon, Tarleton, Van De Wge, and Ryu)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 22/ 13.

AN ACT Relating to establishing a regional fire protection service
authority wthin the boundaries of a single city; anending RCW
52. 26. 010, 52.26.030, 52.26.040, and 52.26.060; and reenacting and
anmendi ng RCW52. 26. 020.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWH52.26.010 and 2004 ¢ 129 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The legislature finds that:

(1) The ability to respond to energency situations by many of
Washi ngton state's fire protection jurisdictions has not kept up with
the state's needs, particularly in urban regions;

(2) Providing ((&)) fire protection ((service—systen)) services
requires a shared partnership and responsibility anong ((+he)) federal,
state, local, and regi onal governnents and the private sector;

(3) There are efficiencies to be gained by regional fire protection
service delivery while retaining | ocal control; and

(4) Tinmely devel opnent of significant projects can best be achi eved
t hrough enhanced funding options for regional fire protection service
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agencies, wusing already existing taxing authority to address fire
protection enmergency service needs and new authority to address
critical fire protection projects and enmergency servi ces.

Sec. 2. RCW52.26.020 and 2011 c 141 s 1 are each reenacted and
anmended to read as foll ows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Board" neans the governing body of a regional fire protection
service authority.

(2) "Elected official" neans an el ected official of a participating
fire protection jurisdiction or a regional fire protection district
conmi ssi oner created under RCW 52. 26. 080.

(3) "Fire protection jurisdiction'" neans a fire district, city,
town, port district, nmunicipal airport, or Indian tribe.

(4) "Participating fire protection jurisdiction" neans a fire
protection jurisdiction participating in the formation or operation of
a regional fire protection service authority.

(5 "Regional fire protection service authority” or "authority"
means a muni ci pal corporation, an independent taxing authority within
the neaning of Article VII, section 1 of the state Constitution, and a
taxing district within the nmeaning of Article VII, section 2 of the
state Constitution, whose boundaries are coextensive with two or nore
adj acent fire protection jurisdictions, or one city, and that has been
created by a vote of the people under this chapter to inplenent a
regional fire protection service authority plan.

(6) "Regional fire protection service authority plan" or "plan"
means a plan to devel op and finance a fire protection service authority
project or projects, including, but not limted to, specific capita
projects, fire operations and energency service operations pursuant to
RCW 52. 26. 040(3) (b), and preservation and nai ntenance of existing or
future facilities.

(7) "Regional fire protection service authority planning commttee"
or "planning commttee" neans the advisory commttee created under RCW
52.26.030 to create and propose to fire protection jurisdictions a
regional fire protection service authority plan to design, finance, and
devel op fire protection and energency servi ce projects.
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(8 "Regular property taxes" has the same neaning as in RCW
84. 04. 140.

Sec. 3. RCWH52.26.030 and 2004 ¢ 129 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

Regional fire protection service authority planning commttees are
advisory entities that are created, convened, and enpowered as foll ows:

(1) Any two or nore adjacent fire protection jurisdictions, or any
one city, may create a regional fire protection service authority and
convene a regional fire protection service authority planning
comm ttee. No fire protection jurisdiction may participate in nore
t han one authority.

(2) Each governing body of the fire protection jurisdiction_or
jurisdictions participating in planning under this chapter shal
appoint three elected officials to the authority planning conmttee.
Menmbers of the planning conmttee nmay recei ve conpensation of seventy
dollars per day, or portion thereof, not to exceed seven hundred
dol l ars per year, for attendance at planning conmttee neetings and for
performance of other services in behalf of the authority, and may be
reinbursed for travel and incidental expenses at the discretion of
their respective governi ng body.

(3) Aregional fire protection service authority planning conmttee
may receive state funding, as appropriated by the legislature, ((er))
county funding provided by the affected counties, or_ city funding
provided by affected cities for start-up funding to pay for salaries,
expenses, overhead, supplies, and simlar expenses ordinarily and
necessarily incurred. Upon creation of a regional fire protection
service authority, the authority shall within one year reinburse the
state ((e+)), county, or_ city for any sunms advanced for ((these))
start-up costs ((f+remthestate or—county)).

(4) The planning conmttee shall conduct its affairs and fornul ate
a regional fire protection service authority plan as provi ded under RCW
52. 26. 040.

(5 At its first neeting, a regional fire protection service
authority planning commttee may elect officers and provide for the
adoption of rules and ot her operating procedures.

(6) The planning commttee may dissolve itself at any tinme by a
maj ority vote of the total nenbership of the planning commttee. Any

p. 3 ESHB 1654



w N

©O© 00 N o o b

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

participating fire protection jurisdiction may wthdraw upon thirty
cal endar days' witten notice to the other participating jurisdictions,
if any.

Sec. 4. RCWH52.26.040 and 2011 ¢ 141 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Aregional fire protection service authority planning commttee
shal | adopt a regional fire protection service authority plan providing
for the governance, design, financing, and developnment of fire
protection and energency services. The planning commttee may consider
the followng factors in fornulating its plan

(a) Land use planning criteria; and

(b) The input of cities and counties |located within, or partially
wWithin, a participating fire protection jurisdiction.

(2) The planning conmmttee may coordinate its activities wth
nei ghboring cities, towns, and other |ocal governnents that engage in
fire protection pl anning.

(3) The planning commttee shall:

(a) Create opportunities for public input in the devel opnent of the
pl an;

(b)(i) Adopt a plan proposing the creation of a regional fire
protection service authority and recommending governance, design,
financing, and devel opnent of fire protection and energency service
facilities and operations, including nmaintenance and preservation of
facilities or systens. The plan may authorize the authority to
establish a systemof anbul ance service to be operated by the authority
or operated by contract after a call for bids.

((Howevers-)) (ii) The authority shall not provide for the
establishment of an anbul ance service that would conpete wth any
exi sting private anbul ance service, unless the authority determ nes
that the region served by the authority, or a substantial portion of
the region served by the authority, is not adequately served by an
exi sting private anbul ance service. |In determning the adequacy of an
existing private anbulance service, the authority shall take into
consideration objective generally accepted nedical standards and
reasonabl e | evel s of service which must be published by the authority.
Foll owi ng the prelimnary conclusion by the authority that the existing
private anbul ance service is inadequate, and before establishing an
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anbul ance service or issuing a call for bids, the authority shall all ow
a mni mum of sixty days for the private anbul ance service to neet the
general ly accepted nedi cal standards and accepted |evels of service.
In the event of a second prelimnary conclusion of inadequacy within a
twenty-four-nonth period, the authority nmay immedi ately issue a call
for bids or establish its own anbul ance service and is not required to
afford the private anbul ance service another sixty-day period to neet
the generally accepted nedical standards and reasonable |evels of
service. A private anbulance service that is not |icensed by the
departnment of health or whose license is denied, suspended, or revoked
is not entitled to a sixty-day period within which to denonstrate
adequacy and the authority may immediately issue a call for bids or
establish an anbul ance service; and

(c) I'n the plan, recomrend sources of revenue authorized by RCW
52. 26. 050, identify the portions of the plan that may be anended by the
board of the authority w thout voter approval, consistent with RCW
52.26.050, and recommend a financing plan to fund selected fire
protection and energency services and projects.

(4) Once adopted, the plan nmust be forwarded to the governi ng body
or bodies of participating fire protection ((jtwsdietions—govern-hg
boedies)) Jurisdictions to initiate the election process under RCW
52. 26. 060.

(5) If the ballot measure is not approved, the planning conmttee
may redefine the selected regional fire protection service authority
projects, financing plan, and the ballot neasure. The governing body
or bodies of participating fire protection ((jtsdietions—govern-hg
boedies)) jurisdictions nmay approve the new plan and bal |l ot neasure, and
may then submt the revised proposition to the voters at a subsequent
el ection or a special election. |[If a ballot neasure is not approved by
the voters by the third vote, the planning commttee is dissolved.

Sec. 5. RCW52.26.060 and 2006 ¢ 200 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

The governing bodies of two or nore adjacent fire protection
jurisdictions or any one city nmay, upon receipt of the regional fire
protection service authority plan under RCW 52. 26. 040, ((may)) certify
the plan to the ballot, including identification of the revenue options
specified to fund the plan. The governing body or bodies of the fire
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protection jurisdiction or jurisdictions may draft a ballot title, give
notice as required by |law for ballot neasures, and perform other duties
as required to put the plan before the voters of the proposed authority
for their approval or rejection as a single ballot neasure that both
approves formation of the authority and approves the plan. Authorities
may negotiate interlocal agreenents necessary to inplenent the plan.
The electorate is the voters voting within the boundaries of the
proposed regional fire protection service authority. Asinple majority
of the total persons voting on the single ballot neasure to approve the
pl an and establish the authority is required for approval. However, if
the plan authorizes the authority to inpose benefit charges or sixty
percent voter approved taxes, then the percentage of total persons
voting on the single ballot nmeasure to approve the plan and establish
the authority is the sane as in RCW52. 26. 050. The authority nust act
in accordance with the general election laws of the state. The
authority is liable for its proportionate share of the costs when the
el ections are held under RCW29A. 04. 321 and 29A. 04. 330.

~-- END ---
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