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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2500

State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2014 Regul ar Session
By House Labor & Wrkforce Devel opnment (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Reykdal , Tar | et on, Sel | s, O nsby, Fi t zgi bbon,
Morrell, Roberts, and Riccelli)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 29/ 14.

AN ACT Relating to requiring conpletion of an apprenticeship
programto receive a journeyman or residential specialty electrician
certificate of conpetency; anending RCW 19.28.161, 19.28.191, and
19. 28. 205; adding a new section to chapter 19.28 RCW providing an
effective date; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW19.28.161 and 2013 ¢ 23 s 29 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) No person may engage in the electrical construction trade
Wi t hout having a valid master journey |level electrician certificate of
conpetency, journey level electrician certificate of conpetency, naster
specialty electrician certificate of conpetency, or specialty
electrician certificate of conpetency issued by the departnent in
accordance with this chapter. Electrician certificate of conpetency
specialties include, but are not limted to: Residential, punp and
irrigation, limted energy system signs, nonresidential maintenance,
restricted nonresidential maintenance, and appliance repair. ((Yat+
Foy—4-— 2007 —the—departrent—of—labor —and —industres—shalH—+ssue—a

. . ol e . I .
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| o havi Lid el . vy on. I .
1 I he_individual Ly for—an—el  cal -

e I Lifiod f I Ly s | o oy :
days —oft —the —warmng——Oby — one —vwar g —wi-H- — be —tssued —to—any
Hehvi-dawal—H—the—indivi-dual—at-bs—to—comply—wth—this—seection—the
departret—shatb—issue—a—penalty—as—deftned—n—ROAM-19- 23 271 to—the
Pndividual )

(2)(@) A person who is ((+ndentured)): (i) Reqgistered in an
apprenticeship program approved under chapter 49.04 RCW for the
el ectrical construction trade ((er—whe—i+s)); (ii) learning the
el ectrical construction trade while working in a_specialty other than
residential; or (iii) learning the electrical construction trade in a
program described in RCW19. 28.191(1) (f) or (g) for a journey level or
residential specialty certificate of conpetency may work in the
el ectrical construction trade if supervised by a certified master
journey level electrician, journey level electrician, master specialty
electrician in that electrician's specialty, or specialty electrician
in that electrician's specialty.

(b) Al apprentices and individuals learning the electrical
construction trade shall obtain an electrical training certificate from
t he departnent. The certificate shall authorize the holder to |learn
the electrical construction trade while under the direct supervision of
a master journey level electrician, journey |evel electrician, naster
specialty electrician working in that electrician's specialty, or
specialty electrician working in that electrician's specialty. The
certificate may include a photograph of the holder. The holder of the
electrical training certificate shall renewthe certificate biennially.
At the tinme of renewal, the holder shall provide the departnment with an
accurate list of the holder's enployers in the electrical construction
industry for the previous biennial period and the nunber of hours
wor ked for each enployer. The holder shall also provide proof of
((stxteen)) forty-eight hours of: Approved classroomtraining covering
this chapter, the national electrical code, or electrical theory; or
equi valent classroom training taken as part of an approved
apprenticeship program under chapter 49.04 RCW or an approved
el ectrical training program under RCW 19. 28. 191(1)(((—h—})) (_)_ ((Fhe
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renrewal—shalH—nerease—as—foHows—(a)Beginaning—onJuly—1—201—the
hol-der —of — an — electreal —t+ralntng — eertifiecate —shall—provide —the
departrent —wth —prooft —of —thirty—two —hours —of —approved —elassroeom
tratnng-—and — (b)) —begianrirg —en —Juby — - — 2013 —the —holder—of-—an

I cal . T hall ' de the_d o :

and—the—senate—Labor—comerce —and—consuner—protect-oen—comnm-ttee—or
et —suecessor —comm-Hees——the—departrent —ob—abor —and —ndustries
shaH—provi-de —+ntormati-on—on—the —taplepentation—ol—the —new—chassroom
training reqguirenents for electrical trainees to both conmttees by
Pecerber—1—2012-)) A biennial fee shall be charged for the issuance
or renewal of the certificate. The departnent shall set the fee by
rule. The fee shall cover but not exceed the cost of adm nistering and
enforcing the trainee certification and supervision requirenents of
this chapter.

(c)(i) Apprentices and individuals learning the electrica
construction trade shall have their electrical training certificates in
their possession at all tines that they are perform ng el ectrical work.
They shall show their certificates to an authorized representative of
the departnent at the representative's request.

(ii) Apprentices and individuals learning_ the electrical
construction trade nust also have in_ their possession_proof of
apprenticeship or training programregistration. They shall show their
apprenticeship or training program registration docunents to an
aut hori zed_representative of the departnent at the representative's
request . This_ subsection_ (2)(c)(ii)_ does_not_ apply to_individuals
working in a specialty other than residential.

(3) Any person who has been issued an electrical training
certificate under this chapter may work: (a) If that person is under
supervision, _and_ (b) unless_ working in_a_specialty other than

residential, is: (i) Reqgistered in_an_ approved journey |evel or
residential specialty apprenticeship program as appropriate; or (ii)
is learning the electrical construction trade in a programdescribed in
RCW 19.28.191(1) (f) or_ (q9) for_a_journey level or_ residential
specialty certificate of conpetency. Supervision shall consist of a
person being on the same job site and under the control of either a

certified master journey level electrician, journey |level electrician,
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master specialty electrician working in that electrician's specialty,
or specialty electrician working in that electrician's specialty.
Either a certified master journey |evel electrician, journey |Ievel
el ectrician, nmaster specialty electrician working in that electrician's
specialty, or specialty electrician working in that electrician's
specialty shall be on the sane job site as the noncertified individual
for a mninum of seventy-five percent of each working day unless
otherwi se provided in this chapter.

(4) The ratio of noncertified individuals to certified naster
journey |evel el ectricians, journey |evel el ectrici ans, mast er
specialty electricians, or specialty electricians on any one job site
is as foll ows:

(a) When working as a specialty electrician, not nore than two
noncertified individuals for every certified nmaster specialty
electrician working 1in that electrician's specialty, specialty
electrician working in that electrician's specialty, naster journey
| evel electrician, or journey |evel electrician, except that the ratio
requi rements are one certified master specialty electrician working in
that electrician's specialty, specialty electrician working in that
el ectrician's specialty, master journey level electrician, or journey
| evel electrician working as a specialty electrician to no nore than
four students enrolled in and working as part of an electrical
construction programat public community or technical colleges, or not-
for-profit nationally accredited trade or technical schools |icensed by
the workforce training and education coordinati ng board under chapter
28C.10 RCW In neeting the ratio requirenments for students enrolled in
an electrical construction programat a trade school, a trade schoo
may receive i nput and advice fromthe electrical board; and

(b) When working as a journey |level electrician, not nore than one
noncertified individual for every certified mnmaster journey |evel
electrician or journey Ilevel electrician, except that the ratio
requi renents shall be one certified naster journey |evel electrician or
journey level electrician to no nore than four students enrolled in and
working as part of an electrical construction program at public
community or technical col | eges, or not-for-profit national |y
accredited trade or technical schools licensed by the workforce
training and educati on coordi nati ng board under chapter 28C. 10 RCW In

ESHB 2500 p. 4



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W WWwWwwWwWNNNNMNNNMNNMNMNNNRRRRERRREERLERPR PR
O DM WNRF O O 0N OMWNERO®OOO-NOOOUDAWRINIERO

w W
~N O

meeting the ratio requirenents for students enrolled in an electrical
construction program at a trade school, a trade school may receive
i nput and advice fromthe el ectrical board.

An individual who has a current training certificate and who has
successfully conpleted or 1is currently enrolled in an approved
apprenticeship program or in an electrical construction program at
public community or technical colleges, or not-for-profit nationally
accredited technical or trade schools licensed by the workforce
training and education coordi nating board under chapter 28C 10 RCW may
wor k wi thout direct on-site supervision during the |last six nonths of
nmeeting the practical experience requirenents of this chapter

(5) For the residential (as specified in WAC 296-46B-920(2)(a)),
punp and irrigation (as specified in WAC 296-46B-920(2) (b)), sign (as
specified in WAC 296-46B-920(2)(d)), limted energy (as specified in
WAC 296-46B-920(2)(e)), nonresidential nmaintenance (as specified in WAC
296- 46B-920(2)(g)), restricted nonresidential maintenance as determ ned
by the departnent in rule, or other new nonresidential specialties, not
i ncludi ng appliance repair, as determ ned by the departnent in rule,
either a master journey level electrician, journey |level electrician,
master specialty electrician working in that electrician's specialty,
or specialty electrician working in that electrician's specialty nust
be on the sane job site as the noncertified individual for a m ni nrum of
seventy-five percent of each working day. Oher specialties nust neet
the requirenments specified in RCW19. 28. 191(1) ((£e)1) ) (d) (ii). WWen the
ratio of certified electricians to noncertified individuals on a job
site is one certified electrician to three or four noncertified
i ndividuals, the certified electrician nust:

(a) Directly supervise and instruct the noncertified individuals
and the certified electrician may not directly nmake or engage in an
el ectrical installation; and

(b) Be on the sane job site as the noncertified individual for a
m ni mum of one hundred percent of each worki ng day.

(6) The electrical contractor shall accurately verify and attest to
the electrical trainee hours worked by el ectrical trainees on behal f of
the electrical contractor.

Sec. 2. RCW19.28.191 and 2013 ¢ 23 s 30 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

p. 5 ESHB 2500
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(1) Upon receipt of the application, the departnent shall review
the application and determ ne whether the applicant is eligible to take
an exam nation for the master journey |level electrician, journey |evel
el ectrician, master specialty electrician, or specialty electrician
certificate of conpetency.

(a) ((Befere—3duby—31——2005——an—appteant—who—possesses—a—vabd
journey level electrician certificate of conpetency in effect for the
previous four-years and a valid general admnistrator' s certificate nay

Ly s . | L ol o e :
o . on.

by —Before—Juby—1-—2005-—an—appH-ecant—who —possesses—a—val+d
speectalty—eleetrietan—eertificate —of- —conpeteney—in—the—speectalty
appHed —for——for—the —previous —twe —years—and —a—vali-d —spectalty
adn+H+s%#a%e#—s—ee#%+#+eape——+n—%he—spee+a#%y—appkked—#e%——ﬁay—app#y

&y)) To be eligible to take the exam nation for a master journey
| evel electrician certificate of conpetency, the applicant nust have
possessed a valid journey level electrician certificate of conpetency
for four years.

((e))) (b) To be eligible to take the exam nation for a naster
specialty electrician certificate of conpetency, the applicant nust
have possessed a valid specialty electrician certificate of conpetency,
in the specialty applied for, for two years.

((6)) (c) To be eligible to take the exam nation for a journey
| evel certificate of conpetency, the applicant nust have( (=

#+)) successfully conpleted an_apprenticeship_ program approved
under chapter 49.04 RCWfor the electrical construction trade in which

ESHB 2500 p. 6
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the applicant worked in the electrical construction trade for a m ni mum
of eight thousand hours((;-—ef—whi€eh)). Four thousand of the hours
shall be in industrial or commercial electrical installation under the
supervision of a master journey level electrician or journey |evel
el ectrician and not nore than a total of four thousand hours in all

specialties under the supervision of a nmaster journey |eve

el ectrician, journey level electrician, master specialty electrician
working in that electrician's specialty, or specialty electrician
working in that electrician's specialty. Specialty electricians with
less than a four thousand hour work experience requirenent cannot
credit the tinme required to obtain that specialty towards qualifying to
becone a journey level electrician((+—e+

) —Suecesstuy —conpleted —an—apprenti-ceshi-p —program—approved
under chapter- 49.04 RCW for-the electrical construction trade)).

(((e)) (d) To be eligible to take the exam nation for ((&)) the
followng specialty electrician certificates of conpetency, the
appl i cant nust have:

(i) Worked in the ((residential—(as—speeified—in—\WAC—296-46B—
9202 (a)r)+)) punp and irrigation (as specified in WAC 296-46B-
920(2) (b)), sign (as specified in WAC 296-46B-920(2)(d)), limted
energy (as specified in WAC 296-46B-920(2)(e)), nonresidentia
mai nt enance (as specified in WAC 296-46B-920(2)(g)), or other new
nonresi dential specialties as determned by the departnment in rule
under the supervision of a master journey |level electrician, journey
level electrician, master specialty electrician working in that
electrician's specialty, or specialty electrician working in that
electrician's specialty for a m ni numof four thousand hours;

(1i1) Worked in the appliance repair specialty as determ ned by the
departnent inrule, restricted nonresidential naintenance as determ ned
by the departnent in rule, the equi pnent repair specialty as determ ned
by the departnment in rule, the punp and irrigation specialty other than
as defined by ((f¢r)) (d)(i) of this subsection or donestic punp
specialty as determ ned by the departnent in rule, or a specialty other
than the designated specialties in ((f¢))) (d)(i) of this subsection
for a mninmumof the initial ninety days, or longer if set by rule by
the departnent. The restricted nonresidential naintenance specialty is
limted to a maxi mum of 277 volts and 20 anperes for lighting branch
circuits and/or a maximum of 250 volts and 60 anperes for other

p. 7 ESHB 2500



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W W W WNDNDNDNDDDNDNDNDNDMNMDNMNDNNNMNMNdMNNMNPEPEPRPPRPPRPERPRPRPRPRPRERERPR
0O N O W NPEFP O OOWwuNOD O P WNPEPOOMOOLwWNOO O owDNDER.Oo

circuits, but excludes the replacenent or repair of circuit breakers.
The initial period nust be spent under one hundred percent supervision
of a master journey level electrician, journey |level electrician,
master specialty electrician working in that electrician's specialty,
or specialty electrician working in that electrician's specialty.
After this initial period, a person nay take the specialty exam nation.
| f the person passes the exam nation, the person nmay work unsupervi sed
for the balance of the mninmm hours required for certification. A
person may not be certified as a specialty electrician in the appliance
repair specialty or in a specialty other than the designated
specialities in ((€¢g))) (d)(i) of this subsection, however, until the
person has worked a m ni num of two thousand hours in that specialty, or
| onger if set by rule by the departnent;

(ii1) Successfully conpleted an approved apprenticeship program
under chapter 49.04 RCWfor the applicant's specialty in the electrical
construction trade; or

(tv) In neeting the training requirenents for the punp and

irrigation or donestic punp specialties, the individual shall be
allowed to obtain the experience required by this section at the sane
time the individual is neeting the experience required by RCW

18.106.040(1)(c). After neeting the training requirenents provided in
this section, the individual nmay take the exam nation and upon passi ng
the exam nation, neeting additional training requirenments as may stil

be required for those seeking a punp and irrigation, or a donestic punp
specialty certificate as defined by rule, and paying the applicable
fees, the individual nust be issued the appropriate certificate. The
department may include an examnation for specialty plunbing
certificate defined in RCW 18.106.010(10)(c) wth the exam nation
required by this section. The departnent, by rule and in consultation
with the electrical board, may establish additional equivalent ways to
gain the experience requirenments required by this subsection

I ndi vi dual s who are able to provide evidence to the departnent, prior
to January 1, 2007, that they have been enployed as a punp installer in
the punp and irrigation or donmestic punp business by an appropriately
licensed electrical contractor, registered general contractor defined
by chapter 18.27 RCW or appropriate general specialty contractor
defined by chapter 18.27 RCWfor not |ess than eight thousand hours in
the nost recent six calendar years shall be issued the appropriate

ESHB 2500 p. 8
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certificate by the departnent upon receiving such docunentation and
applicable fees. The departnent shall establish a single docunent for

t hose who have received both an electrical specialty certification as

defined by this subsection and have also net the certification
requi renents for the specialty plunber as defined by RCW
18.106.010(10)(c), showng that the individual has received both
certifications. No ot her experience or training requirenents nay be

i nposed.

(((h)) (e) To_ _be_ eliqgible to_take_ the examnation_for a
residential (as specified in_ WAC 296-46B-920(2)(a)) specialty
electrician_ certificate of conpetency, the applicant nust have
successfully conpl eted an approved apprenticeship programunder chapter
49.04 RCWfor the residential specialty electrical construction trade
in which the applicant worked under the supervision of a master journey
level electrician, journey |level electrician, master residential
specialty electrician, or residential specialty electrician working for
a m ni mumof four thousand hours.

(f) Any applicant for a journey level electrician certificate of
conpetency who has successfully conpleted a two-year program in the
electrical construction trade at public community or technical
col l eges, or not-for-profit nationally accredited technical or trade
school s licensed by the workforce training and education coordi nating
board under chapter 28C. 10 RCW nmay substitute up to two years of the
technical or trade school program for two years of work experience
under a master journey level electrician or journey |evel electrician
requi red under the apprenticeship program The applicant shall obtain
the additional two years of work experience required in industrial or
commercial electrical installation prior to the beginning, or after the
conpletion, of the technical school program Any applicant who has
received training in the electrical construction trade in the arned
service of the United States may be eligible to apply arned service
wor k experience towards qualification to conplete an apprenticeship and
take the exam nation for the journey level electrician certificate of
conpet ency.

((6)) (d) An applicant for a specialty electrician certificate of
conpet ency who( (—after—Janvary—1—20060,-)) has successfully conpl eted
a two-year programin the electrical construction trade at a public
community or technical college, or a not-for-profit nationally

p. 9 ESHB 2500
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accredited technical or trade school licensed by the workforce training
and education coordinating board under chapter 28C 10 RCW nmay
substitute up to one year of the technical or trade school programfor
one year of work experience under a master journey |evel electrician,
journey level electrician, master specialty electrician working in that
electrician's specialty, or specialty electrician working in that
el ectrician's specialty. Any applicant who has received training in
the electrical construction trade in the arnmed services of the United
States may be eligible to apply arned service work experience towards
qualification to take the examnation for an appropriate specialty
el ectrician certificate of conpetency. An applicant for a residential
specialty certificate of conpetency may substitute work_ experience
under this section only as part of an apprenticeship program

((&)) (h) The departnent nust determ ne whether hours of training
and experience in the arnmed services or school program are in the
el ectrical construction trade and appropriate as a substitute for hours
of work experience. The departnent nust use the following criteria for
eval uating the equival ence of classroom electrical training prograns
and work in the electrical construction trade:

(i) A two-year electrical training program nust consist of three
t housand or nore hours.

(i1) I'n a two-year electrical training program a mninmm of two
t housand four hundred hours of student/instructor contact time nust be
technical electrical instruction directly related to the scope of work
of the electrical specialty. Student/instructor contact tine includes
| ecture and i n-school [ ab.

(ti1) The departnment may not allow credit for a program that
accepts nore than one thousand hours transferred from anot her school's
program

(1v) Electrical specialty training school prograns of |ess than two
years w Il have all of the above student/instructor contact tinme hours
proportionately reduced. Such prograns may not apply to nore than
fifty percent of the work experience required to attain certification.

(v) Electrical training prograns of |less than two years may not be
credited towards qualification for journey |l evel electrician unless the
training programis used to gain qualification for a four thousand hour
el ectrical specialty.

((H)) (i) No other requirenent for eligibility nmay be i nposed.

ESHB 2500 p. 10
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(2) The departnent shall establish reasonable rules for the
exam nations to be given applicants for certificates of conpetency. In
establishing the rules, the departnent shall consult with the board.
Upon determnation that the applicant is eligible to take the
exam nation, the department shall so notify the applicant, indicating
the tinme and place for taking the exam nation.

(3) No noncertified individual may work unsupervi sed nore than one
year beyond the date when the trainee would be eligible to test for a
certificate of conpetency if working on a full-tine basis after
original application for the trainee certificate. For the purposes of
this section, "full-tinme basis" neans two t housand hours.

Sec. 3. RCW19.28.205 and 2013 ¢ 23 s 32 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) An applicant for a journey level certificate of conpetency
under RCW19.28.191(1)((H))(c) or a specialty electrician certificate
of conpetency under RCW 19.28.191(1) ((€¢))) (d) nust denonstrate to the
satisfaction of the departnent conpletion of in-class education as
fol | ows:

(a) Twenty-four hours of in-class education if two thousand hours
or nore but less than four thousand hours of work are required for the
certificate;

(b) Forty-eight hours of in-class education if four thousand or
nmore but less than six thousand hours of work are required for the
certificate;

(c) Seventy-two hours of in-class education if six thousand or nore
but less than eight thousand hours of work are required for the
certificate;

(d) N nety-six hours of in-class education if eight thousand or
nmore hours of work are required for the certificate.

(2) For purposes of this section, "in-class education" nmeans
approved classroom training covering this chapter, the national
el ectric code, or electrical theory; or equivalent classroomtraining
taken as part of an approved apprenticeship programunder chapter 49.04
RCW or an approved electrical training program under RCW

19. 28. 191( 1) ((&h))) (£).

(3) dassroom training taken to qualify for trainee certificate

p. 11 ESHB 2500
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renewal under RCW 19.28.161 qualifies as in-class education under this
section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 19.28 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnment nmay permt an applicant who obtai ned experience and
training equivalent to a journey level or residential specialty
apprenticeship program to take the examnation if the applicant
establishes that the applicant has the -equivalent training and
experience and denonstrates good cause for not conpleting the required
m ni mum hours of work under standards applicable on the effective date
of this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Section 4 of this act expires July 1, 2021.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. This act takes effect July 1, 2019.

~-- END ---

ESHB 2500 p. 12
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