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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1525

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2013 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session

By House Judiciary (originally sponsored by Representatives Owall
Peder sen, Goodman, Hunt, Roberts, Upthegrove, Ryu, and Ji nkins)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 21/ 13.

AN ACT Relating to birth certificates and other birth-related
i nformati on; and anmendi ng RCW 26. 33. 345.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW26.33.345 and 1993 ¢ 81 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnent of social and health services, adoption
agenci es, and i ndependent adoption facilitators shall rel ease the nane
and |l ocation of the court where a relinquishnent of parental rights or
finalization of an adoption took place to an adult adoptee, a birth
parent of an adult adoptee, an adoptive parent, a birth or adoptive
grandparent of an adult adoptee, or an adult sibling of an adult
adoptee, or the | egal guardi an of any of these.

(2) The departnent of health shall nmake avail able a noncertified
copy of the original birth certificate of a child to the child's birth
parents upon request.

(3)(a) For adoptions finalized after COctober 1, 1993, the
departnent of health shall ((#eke—-avaitable)) provide a noncertified
copy of the original birth certificate to ((t+he—adoptee—aftter—the

adoptees—etghteenth—birthday —unless—the—birth—parent—has—Hted—an
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afHdavit—ofnondi-selosure)) an adoptee eighteen years of age or ol der
upon_request, unless the birth parent has filed an_ affidavit of
nondi scl osure before the effective date of this section_or a contact
preference formthat indicates he or she does not want the origiha

birth certificate released: PROVIDED, That the affidavit of
nondi scl osure, the contact preference form or both have not expired.

(b) For adoptions_ finalized on_or before October 1, 1993, the
departnent of health may not provide a noncertified copy of the
original birth certificate to the adoptee until after June 30, 2014.
After June 30, 2014, the departnent of health shall provide a
noncertified copy of the original birth certificate to_ an_adoptee
ei ghteen years of age or older upon request, unless the birth parent
has filed a contact preference formthat indicates he or she does not
want the original birth certificate released: PROVI DED, That the
contact preference formhas not expired.

(c) An affidavit of nondisclosure expires upon the death of the
birth parent.

(4) (a) Regardless of whether a birth parent has filed an affidavit
of nondi scl osure or when the adoption was finalized, a birth parent nmay
at _any tinme conplete a contact preference form stating his_ or_her
preference about personal contact wth the adoptee, which, if
avai l abl e, nust acconpany an original birth certificate provided to an
adopt ee under subsection (3) of this section.

(b) The contact preference formnust include the follow ng options:

(i) I would like to be contacted. | give the departnent of health
consent to provide the adoptee with a noncertified copy of his or her
original birth certificate;

(ii) I _wuld like to be contacted only through a_ confidential
internediary as described in RCW 26.33.343. | give the departnent of
health consent to provide the adoptee with a noncertified copy of his
or her original birth certificate;

(iii) I prefer not to be contacted and have conpleted the birth
parent updated nedical history form | give the departnent of health
consent to provide the adoptee with a noncertified copy of his or her
original birth certificate; and

(iv) | prefer not to be contacted and have conpleted the birth
parent updated nedical history form | do not want a noncertified copy
of the original birth certificate released to the adoptee.

SHB 1525. SL p. 2
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(c) If the birth parent indicates he or_ she prefers not to be
contacted, personally identifying information on the contact preference
form nust be kept confidential and nay not be rel eased.

(d) Nothing in_ this section_ precludes a_ birth parent from
subsequently filing another contact preference form to rescind_ the
previ ous contact preference formand state a different preference.

(e) A contact preference formexpires upon the death of the birth
par ent .

(5) If abirth parent files a contact preference form the birth
parent nust also file an updated nedical history form with the
departnent of health. Upon request of the adoptee, the departnent of
heal th nmust provide the adoptee with the updated nedical history form
filed by the adoptee's birth parent.

(6) Both a conpleted_contact preference_form and_birth_ parent
updated nedical history formare confidential and nust be placed in the
adoptee's sealed file.

(7) If a birth parent files a contact preference form within six
nonths after the first tine an adoptee requests_a copy of his or_ her
original birth certificate as_provided in_subsection (3) of this
section, the departnent of health nust forward the contact preference
formand the birth parent updated nedical history formto the address
of the adoptee.

(8) The departnent of health may charge a fee not to exceed twenty
dollars for providing a noncertified copy of a birth certificate to an
adopt ee.

(9) The departnent of health nust create the contact preference
formand an updated nedical history form The contact preference form
must provide a nethod to ensure personally identifying information can
be kept confidential. The updated nedical history formnay not require
the birth parent to_disclose any identifying information_ about the
birth parent.

(10) If the departnent of health does not provide an adoptee with
a noncertified copy of the original birth certificate because a valid
affidavit of nondisclosure or contact preference form has been filed,
the adoptee may request, no_ nore than once per year, that the
departnent of health attenpt to determine_if_ the birth parent is
deceased. Upon request of the adoptee, the departnent of health nust
make a reasonable effort to search public records that are accessible
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1 and al ready available to the departnent of health to determine if the
2 birth parent is deceased. The departnent of health may charge the
3 adoptee a reasonable fee to cover the cost of conducting a search.

Passed by the House April 22, 2013.

Passed by the Senate April 16, 2013.

Approved by the Governor My 21, 2013.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 21, 2013.
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