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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5173

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2014 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2014 Regul ar Session

By Senate Commerce & Labor (originally sponsored by Senators
Hasegawa, Kline, Frockt, and Chase)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 07/ 14.

AN ACT Relating to the respecting holidays of faith and conscience
act; anending RCW 1.16.050 and 28A.225.010; adding a new section to
chapter 43.41 RCW adding a new section to chapter 28B.10 RCW and
addi ng a new section to chapter 28C. 18 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW1.16.050 and 2013 ¢ 5 s 1 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

The followng are |egal holidays: Sunday; the first day of
January, comonly called New Year's Day; the third Monday of January,
bei ng cel ebrated as the anniversary of the birth of Martin Luther King,
Jr.; the third Monday of February to be known as Presidents' Day and to
be cel ebrated as the anniversary of the births of Abraham Lincoln and
George Washington; the |ast Monday of My, commonly known as Menori al
Day; the fourth day of July, being the anniversary of the Declaration
of Independence; the first Monday in Septenber, to be known as Labor
Day; the el eventh day of Novenber, to be known as Veterans' Day; the
fourth Thursday in Novenber, to be known as Thanksgi ving Day; the day
i mredi ately follow ng Thanksgiving Day; and the twenty-fifth day of
Decenber, comonly called Christnmas Day.
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Enpl oyees of the state and its political subdivisions, except
enpl oyees of school districts and except those noncl assified enpl oyees
of institutions of higher education who hold appointnents or are
enpl oyed under contracts to perform services for periods of |ess than
twel ve consecutive nonths, shall be entitled to one paid holiday per
cal endar year in addition to those specified in this section. Each
enpl oyee of the state or its political subdivisions nay sel ect the day
on which the enpl oyee desires to take the additional holiday provided
for herein after consultation with the enpl oyer pursuant to guidelines
to be pronul gated by rule of the appropriate personnel authority, or in
the case of Ilocal governnent by ordinance or resolution of the
| egi sl ative authority.

Enpl oyees of the state and its political subdivisions, including
enpl oyees_of school districts and_ those_ nonclassified_ enpl oyees of
institutions of higher education who hold appointnents or are enpl oyed
under contracts to perform services for periods of less than twelve
consecutive nonths, are entitled to two unpaid holidays_ per cal endar
year for a reason_of faith or_ conscience_ or_ an_organized activity
conducted under the auspices of a religious denom nation, church, or
religious organization. This includes enployees of public institutions
of higher education, including community coll eges, technical colleges,

and workforce training prograns. The enployee nay select the days on
which the enployee desires to take the two_ unpaid holidays after
consultation with the enpl oyer pursuant to quidelines to be pronul gated
by rule of the appropriate personnel authority, or in the case of |ocal
governnent by ordinance or resolution of the legislative authority. If
an enpl oyee prefers to take the two unpaid holidays on specific days
for a reason of faith or conscience, or an organized activity conducted
under the_ auspices of a religious denomnation, church, or reliaqgious
organi zation, the enployer nust allowthe enployee to do so unless the
enpl oyee's absence_woul d inpose an_undue hardship on_the enployer or
the enployee is necessary to maintain public safety. Undue hardship
shall have the neaning established in rule by the office of financial
managenent under section 2 of this act.

| f any of the above specified state | egal holidays are al so federal
| egal holidays but observed on different dates, only the state |ega
hol i days shall be recognized as a paid | egal holiday for enployees of
the state and its political subdivisions except that for port districts
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and the |law enforcenent and public transit enployees of nunicipal
corporations, either the federal or the state | egal holiday, but in no
case both, may be recogni zed as a paid | egal holiday for enpl oyees.

Whenever any | egal holiday, other than Sunday, falls upon a Sunday,
the foll om ng Monday shall be the | egal holiday.

Whenever any |egal holiday falls upon a Saturday, the preceding
Friday shall be the |egal holiday.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to have the effect of
adding or deleting the nunber of paid holidays provided for in an
agreenent between enpl oyees and enpl oyers of political subdivisions of
the state or as established by ordinance or resolution of the |oca
governnment |egislative authority.

The legislature declares that the thirteenth day of January shal
be recognized as Korean-Anerican day but shall not be considered a
| egal holiday for any purposes.

The | egi sl ature declares that the twelfth day of October shall be
recogni zed as Col unbus day but shall not be considered a | egal holiday
for any purposes.

The legislature declares that the ninth day of April shall be
recogni zed as former prisoner of war recognition day but shall not be
considered a | egal holiday for any purposes.

The | egi sl ature decl ares that the twenty-sixth day of January shall
be recogni zed as Washington arny and air national guard day but shal
not be considered a | egal holiday for any purposes.

The legislature declares that the seventh day of August shall be
recogni zed as purple heart recipient recognition day but shall not be
considered a | egal holiday for any purposes.

The legislature declares that the second Sunday in Cctober be
recogni zed as Washington state children's day but shall not be
considered a | egal holiday for any purposes.

The legislature declares that the sixteenth day of April shall be
recogni zed as Mdther Joseph day and the fourth day of Septenber as
Mar cus Wi t man day, but neither shall be considered | egal holidays for
any purpose.

The legislature declares that the seventh day of Decenber be
recogni zed as Pearl Harbor renenbrance day but shall not be consi dered
a |l egal holiday for any purpose.
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The legislature declares that the twenty-seventh day of July be
recogni zed as national Korean war veterans arm stice day but shall not
be considered a | egal holiday for any purpose.

The legislature declares that the nineteenth day of February be
recognized as civil liberties day of renmenbrance but shall not be
considered a |l egal holiday for any purpose.

The |legislature declares that the nineteenth day of June be
recogni zed as Juneteenth, a day of renmenbrance for the day the slaves
| earned of their freedom but shall not be considered a | egal holiday
for any purpose.

The legislature declares that the thirtieth day of March be
recogni zed as welcone hone Vietnam veterans day but shall not be
considered a |l egal holiday for any purpose.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.41 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The director of the office of financial managenent shall by rule
establish a definition of "undue hardship"” for the purposes of RCW
1.16. 050.

Sec. 3. RCW28A. 225.010 and 1998 ¢ 244 s 14 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Al parents in this state of any child eight years of age and
under ei ghteen years of age shall cause such child to attend the public
school of the district in which the child resides and such child shal
have the responsibility to and therefore shall attend for the full tine
when such school may be in session unless:

(a) The child is attending an approved private school for the sane
time or is enrolled in an extension program as provided in RCW
28A. 195. 010(4) ;

(b) The child is receiving honme-based instruction as provided in
subsection (4) of this section;

(c) The child is attending an education center as provided in
chapter 28A. 205 RCW

(d) The school district superintendent of the district in which the
child resides shall have excused such child fromattendance because the
child is physically or nentally unable to attend school, is attending
a residential school operated by the departnent of social and health
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services, is incarcerated in an adult correctional facility, or has

been tenporarily excused upon the request of his or her parents for

purposes agreed upon by the school authorities and the parent:

PROVI DED, That such excused absences shall not be permtted if deened

to cause a serious adverse effect upon the student's educational

progress: PROVI DED FURTHER, That students excused for such tenporary

absences may be clained as full-tinme equival ent students to the extent

they would otherw se have been so clainmed for the purposes of RCW
28A. 150. 250 and 28A. 150.260 and shall not affect school district

conpliance with the provisions of RCW28A. 150.220; ((e+))

(e) The child is excused from school subject to approval by the
student's parent for a reason of faith or conscience, or an organized
activity conducted under the auspices of a_religious_ denom nation,
church, or religious organization, for up to two days per school year
wi thout any penalty. Such absences _may not mandate_school closures.
Students excused for such tenporary absences may be clained as full-
tine equivalent students to the extent they would otherw se have been
so clainmed for the purposes of RCW 28A. 150. 250 and 28A. 150. 260 and may
not affect school district conpliance with the provisions of RCW
28A. 150. 220; or

(f) The child is sixteen years of age or ol der and:

(i) The child is regularly and |lawfully enployed and either the
parent agrees that the child should not be required to attend school or
the child is emanci pated in accordance with chapter 13.64 RCW

(ii) The <child has already net graduation requirenents in
accordance with state board of education rules and regul ati ons; or

(tit) The <child has received a certificate of educationa
conpet ence under rules and regul ati ons established by the state board
of education under RCW 28A. 305. 190.

(2) A parent for the purpose of this chapter neans a parent,
guardi an, or person having | egal custody of a child.

(3) An approved private school for the purposes of this chapter and
chapter 28A. 200 RCWshall be one approved under regul ations established
by the state board of education pursuant to RCW28A. 305. 130.

(4) For the purposes of this chapter and chapter 28A 200 RCW
instruction shall be hone-based if it consists of planned and
supervi sed instructional and rel ated educational activities, including
a curriculum and instruction in the basic skills of occupational
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education, science, mathematics, |anguage, social studies, history,
health, reading, witing, spelling, and the developnent of an
appreciation of art and nusic, provided for a nunber of hours
equivalent to the total annual program hours per grade |evel
established for approved private schools under RCW 28A. 195.010 and
28A. 195.040 and if such activities are:

(a) Provided by a parent who is instructing his or her child only
and are supervised by a certificated person. A certificated person for
purposes of this chapter and chapter 28A. 200 RCW shall be a person
certified under chapter 28A. 410 RCW For purposes of this section
"supervised by a certificated person" neans: The planning by the
certificated person and the parent of objectives consistent wwth this
subsection; a m nimum each nonth of an average of one contact hour per
week with the child being supervised by the certificated person; and
eval uation of such child' s progress by the certificated person. The
nunber of children supervised by the certificated person shall not
exceed thirty for purposes of this subsection; or

(b) Provided by a parent who is instructing his or her child only
and who has either earned forty-five college |level quarter credit hours
or its equivalent in senester hours or has conpleted a course in hone-
based instruction at a postsecondary institution or a vocational-
technical institute; or

(c) Provided by a parent who is deened sufficiently qualified to
provi de hone-based instruction by the superintendent of the |ocal
school district in which the child resides.

(5) The |l egislature recognizes that honme-based instruction is |ess
structured and nore experiential than the instruction normally provided
in aclassroomsetting. Therefore, the provisions of subsection (4) of
this section relating to the nature and quantity of instructional and
rel ated educational activities shall be Iiberally construed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A newsectionis added to chapter 28B. 10 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Institutions of higher education nust develop ©policies to
accommpdat e student absences for up to two days per acadenic year, to
al l ow students to take holidays for reasons of faith or conscience or
for organized activities conducted under the auspices of a religious
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denom nation, church, or religious organization, so that students'
grades are not adversely inpacted by the absences.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A newsectionis added to chapter 28C 18 RCW
to read as foll ows:

St at e-funded wor kforce training prograns nust develop policies to
accommpdat e student absences for up to two days per acadenic year, to
al l ow students to take holidays for reasons of faith or conscience or
for organized activities conducted under the auspices of a religious
denom nation, church, or religious organization, so that students'
grades are not adversely inpacted by the absences.

Passed by the Senate March 11, 2014.

Passed by the House March 6, 2014.

Approved by the Governor March 31, 2014.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 31, 2014.
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