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SENATE BI LL 5465

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2013 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session
By Senators Danmmeier, Schlicher, Becker, Keiser, and McAuliffe

Read first tine 01/31/13. Referred to Commttee on Health Care .

AN ACT Relating to exenptions from licensure as a physical
t her api st; and anmendi ng RCW 18. 74. 150 and 18. 74. 180.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18.74.150 and 2007 ¢ 98 s 13 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) It is unlawful for any person to practice or in any manner hold
himself or herself out to practice physical therapy or designate
hinmself or herself as a physical therapist or physical therapist
assistant, unless he or she is licensed in accordance with this
chapter.

(2) This chapter does not restrict persons |icensed under any ot her
|l aw of this state fromengaging in the profession or practice for which
they are licensed, if they are not representing thenselves to be
physi cal therapists, physical therapist assistants, or providers of
physi cal therapy.

(3) The followi ng persons are exenpt from |licensure as physica
t herapi sts under this chapter when engaged in the follow ng activities:

(a) A person who is pursuing a course of study |leading to a degree
as a physical therapist in an approved professional education program
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and is satisfying supervised clinical education requirenents related to
hi s or her physical therapy education while under direct supervision of
a |licensed physical therapist;

(b) A physical therapist while practicing in the United States
arned services, United States public health service, or veterans
adm ni stration as based on requirenents under federal regulations for
state licensure of health care providers; and

(c) A physical therapist licensed in another United States
jurisdiction, or a foreign-educated physical therapist credentialed in
anot her country, performng physical therapy as part of teaching or
participating in an educational sem nar of no nore than sixty days in
a cal endar year

(4) The followi ng persons are exenpt from licensure as physica
t herapi st assistants under this chapter when engaged in the follow ng
activities:

(a) A person who is pursuing a course of study |leading to a degree
as a physical therapi st assistant in an approved professional education
program and is satisfying supervised clinical education requirenments
related to his or her physical therapist assistant education while
under direct supervision of a |icensed physical therapist or licensed
physi cal therapist assistant;

(b) A physical therapist assistant while practicing in the United
States arned services, United States public health service, or veterans
adm ni stration as based on requirenents under federal regulations for
state licensure of health care providers; and

(c) A physical therapist assistant licensed in another United
States jurisdiction, or a foreign-educated physical therapist assistant
credentialed in another country, or a physical therapist assistant who
is teaching or participating in an educational sem nar of no nore than
sixty days in a cal endar year.

Sec. 2. RCW18.74.180 and 2007 c¢c 98 s 16 are each anended to read
as follows:

A physical therapist is professionally and legally responsible for
patient care given by assistive personnel under his or her supervision.
If a physical therapist fails to adequately supervise patient care
given by assistive personnel, the board may take disciplinary action
agai nst the physical therapist.
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(1) Regardless of the setting in which physical therapy services
are provided, only the licensed physical therapist may perform the
foll ow ng responsibilities:

(a) Interpretation of referrals;

(b) I'nitial exam nation, problemidentification, and diagnosis for
physi cal therapy;

(c) Devel opnent or nodification of a plan of care that is based on
the initial examnation and includes the goals for physical therapy
i ntervention;

(d) Determnation of which tasks require the expertise and
deci si on-maki ng capacity of the physical therapist and nust be
personally rendered by the physical therapist, and which tasks may be
del egat ed,;

(e) Assurance of the qualifications of all assistive personnel to
perform assi gned tasks through witten docunentation of their education
or training that is maintained and avail able at all tines;

(f) Delegation and instruction of the services to be rendered by
the physical therapist, physical therapist assistant, or physical
therapy aide including, but not Ilimted to, specific tasks or
pr ocedur es, precauti ons, speci al pr obl ens, and contraindi cated
pr ocedur es;

(g) Tinely review of docunentation, reexam nation of the patient,
and revision of the plan of care when indi cated;

(h) Establishment of a discharge plan.

(2) Supervision requires that the patient reevaluation 1is
per f or med:

(a) Every fifth visit, or if treatnent is perforned nore than five
ti mes per week, reeval uation nust be perforned at | east once a week;

(b) When there is any change in the patient's condition not
consi stent with planned progress or treatnent goals.

(3) Supervision of assistive personnel neans:

(a) Physical therapist assistants may function under direct or
i ndi rect supervision;

(b) Physical therapy aides must function under direct supervision;

(c)() The physical therapist nay supervise a total of two
assi stive personnel at any one tine.

(i) In addition to_ the two_ assistive personnel authorized_ in
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1 (c)(i) of this subsection, the physical therapi st may supervise a total

2 of two persons who are pursuing a course of study leading to a degree
3 as a physical therapi st or a physical therapist assistant.
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