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SENATE BI LL 5496

Passed Legi slature - 2013 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session

By Senators Braun, Fain, Hatfield, Hargrove, Dammeier, Chase, and
Kohl - Wl | es

Read first tinme 01/31/13. Referred to Commttee on Early Learning & K-
12 Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to authorizing approval of online school prograns
in private schools; adding a new section to chapter 28A 195 RCW and
creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature supports student access to
a variety of educational options, both public and private. However
state policies regarding the approval of private schools were created
before online | earning was possible. Consequently, these policies do
not provide for approval criteria that are sufficiently flexible to
accomodate online learning. Wile some policy adjustnents have been
made to permt public online choices, current |aw does not provide a
cl ear process for private schools to obtain state approval to offer
simlar |earning options.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A 195
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) If a private school that has been approved under this chapter
by the state board of education seeks approval also to offer and
adm ni ster an online school program as defined under RCW 28A. 250. 010,
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i ncluding under contract with a third party, the requirenents for
m ni mum i nstructional hour offerings under RCW 28A. 195. 010(1) shall be
deened net for the online school program A residential dwelling of a
parent, guardian, or custodian shall be deenmed an adequate physica
facility for students enrolled in the online school program The
online school programis not required to be offered for the sane grade
| evel s as the approved private school.

(2) The state board of education may approve an online school
program under this section that neets other applicable requirenments
under this chapter

(3) No private school offering and adm nistering an online program
under this section, third party that contracts with a private school to
of fer and adm ni ster an online program or parent or guardi an providing
an online programmay receive state funding to provide the program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The private school advisory conmttee
appoi nted under RCW 28A. 195. 050 shall exam ne issues associated with
state approval of online school prograns offered by private schools and
shal | consider whether criteria or procedures for approval in addition
to those provided in section 2 of this act should be considered by the
| egi slature. The commttee nmust submit a report on its deliberations,
with recommendations if necessary, to the education commttees of the
| egi sl ature by January 10, 2014. I n devel opi ng recommendati ons, the
commttee shall be mndful of the legislature's intent that private
schools should be subject only to those mninum state controls
necessary to ensure the health and safety of all the students in the
state and to ensure a sufficient basic education to neet wusual
graduation requirenents.

Passed by the Senate March 7, 2013.
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