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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5568

Passed Legi slature - 2013 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session

By Senate Financial Institutions, Housing & Insurance (originally
sponsored by Senators Hobbs, Kohl-Wlles, Billig, Frockt, Chase,
Har per, Hasegawa, Keiser, Shin, Kline, and Nel son)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 22/ 13.

AN ACT Relating to the disclosure of certain information when
screeni ng tenants; anmending RCW 59. 18. 580; and providing an effective
dat e.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWH59.18.580 and 2004 ¢ 17 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A_tenant screening_service provider may not_ (a) disclose a
tenant's, applicant's, or_household nenber's status_as_a_victim of
donestic_violence, sexual assault, or_ stalking, or_ (b)_ know ngly
di sclose that a tenant, applicant, or household nenber has previously
termnated a rental agreenent under RCW59. 18. 575.

(2) A landlord my not termnate a tenancy, fail to renew a
tenancy, or refuse to enter into a rental agreenent based on the
tenant's or applicant's or a household nenber's status as a victim of
donestic violence, sexual assault, or stal king, or based on the tenant
or applicant having term nated a rental agreenent under RCW59. 18. 575.

((2)) (3) Alandlord who refuses to enter into a rental agreenent
in violation of subsection (2) of this section nay be liable to the
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tenant or applicant in a civil action for damages sustained by the
tenant or applicant. The prevailing party nmay al so recover court costs
and reasonabl e attorneys' fees.

((3))) (4) It is a defense to an unlawful detainer action under
chapter 59.12 RCW that the action to renove the tenant and recover
possession of the premses is in violation of subsection ((£8)) (2) of
this section.

((4)) (5) This section does not prohibit adverse housing
deci sions based upon other |awful factors wthin the landlord's
knowl edge or _prohibit_ volunteer disclosure_ by an_applicant_ of any
victimcircunstances.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act takes effect January 1, 2014.

Passed by the Senate March 11, 2013.

Passed by the House April 12, 2013.

Approved by the Governor April 23, 2013.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 24, 2013.
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