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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6046

Passed Legi slature - 2014 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2014 Regul ar Session

By Senate Conmmerce & Labor (originally sponsored by Senators Keiser
Rol f es, Conway, Kohl-Welles, Braun, Honeyford, and Kline)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 23/ 14.

AN ACT Relating to whistleblowers; and adding a new section to
chapter 49. 60 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 49.60 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) When the commission has conpleted the investigation of a
conpl ai nt al |l egi ng workpl ace reprisal or retaliatory action against a
whi stl ebl ower as defined in chapter 70.87 RCW the conm ssion nust
notify the conplainant of the conpletion of the investigation. The
conmi ssion nust issue witten findings of fact and a finding that there
is or there is not reasonable cause for believing an unfair practice
has been or is being commtted as required by RCW 49.60.240 within
ni nety days of notification of the conpleted investigation.

(2) If the individual filing a conplaint alleging workplace
reprisal or retaliatory action against a whistleblower under chapter
70.87 RCWis represented by a | abor union, the comm ssion nust notify
the union of the conplaint and the results of the investigation.

(3) If, after a finding is nade that there is reasonabl e cause for
believing that an unfair practice has been or is being commtted
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agai nst a whistleblower under chapter 70.87 RCW no agreenent 1is
reached for the elimnation of the unfair practice within six nonths,
a finding to that effect nust be made and reduced to witing, with a
copy provided to the conplainant, the conplainant's |abor union, and
the respondent. The commission, in the exercise of discretion, may
grant additional tine to seek agreenent for the elimnation of the
unfair practice based on extenuating facts and circunstances.

Passed by the Senate February 13, 2014.

Passed by the House March 7, 2014.

Approved by the Governor March 19, 2014.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 19, 2014.
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