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SENATE BI LL 6424

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2014 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2014 Regul ar Session

By Senators Roach, MAuliffe, Litzow, Fain, Bailey, Millet, Hasegawa,
and Tom

Read first time 01/24/14. Referred to Commttee on Early Learning & K-
12 Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to establishing a state seal of biliteracy for high
school students; anending RCW 28A. 230.125; adding a new section to
chapter 28A. 300 RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) The study of world |anguages in elenentary and secondary
schools should be encouraged because it contributes to students'
cognitive devel opnent and to the national econony and security;

(b) Proficiency in nultiple |anguages enables Wshington to
participate nore effectively in the current global political, social,
and econom c cont ext;

(c) The benefits to enployers of having enpl oyees who are fluent in
nore than one |anguage are clear: I ncreased access to expanding
mar kets, better service of custoners' needs, and expanded trading
opportunities with other countries; and

(d) Protecting the state's rich heritage of nmultiple cultures and
| anguages, as well as building trust and understanding across the
multiple cultures and |anguages of diverse comunities, requires
mul tilingual comunication skills.
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(2) Therefore, the legislature's intent is to pronote and recogni ze
linguistic proficiency and cultural literacy in one or nore world
| anguages in addition to English through the establishnment of a
Washi ngton state seal of biliteracy.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The Washington state seal of biliteracy is established to
recogni ze public high school graduates who have attained a high |evel
of proficiency in speaking, reading, and witing in one or nore world
| anguages in addition to English. School districts are encouraged to
award the seal of biliteracy to graduating high school students who
nmeet the criteria established by the office of the superintendent of
public instruction under this section. Participating school districts
shall place a notation on a student's high school diplom and high
school transcript indicating that the student has earned the seal.

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
adopt rules establishing criteria for award of the Wshington state
seal of biliteracy. The criteria nust require a student to denonstrate
proficiency in English by neeting state high school graduation
requirenents in English, including through state assessnents and
credits, and proficiency in one or nore world |anguages other than
English. The criteria nust permt a student to denonstrate proficiency
in another world | anguage through nultiple nethods including nationally
or internationally recognized |anguage proficiency tests and
conpet ency-based worl d | anguage credits awarded under the nodel policy
adopt ed by the WAshi ngton state school directors' association.

(3) For the purposes of this section, a world | anguage ot her than
English nmust include Anerican sign |anguage and Native Anerican
| anguages.

Sec. 3. RCW28A. 230.125 and 2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 11 s 130 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) The superintendent of public instruction, in consultation with
the four-year institutions as defined in RCW 28B.76.020, the state
board for conmmunity and technical colleges, and the workforce training
and education coordinating board, shall develop for use by all public
school districts a standardized high school transcript. The
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superintendent shall establish <clear definitions for the terns
"credits" and "hours" so that school prograns operating on the quarter,
senester, or trinmester system can be conpared.

(2) The standardized high school transcript shall include a
notati on of whether the student has earned a certificate of individual
achi evement or a certificate of academ c achi evenent.

(3) The standardi zed high school transcript nay include a notation
of whether the student has earned the Wshington state seal of
biliteracy established under section 2 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. By Decenber 1, 2017, the office of the
superintendent of public instruction shall submt a report to the
education conmttees of the legislature that conpares the nunber of
students awarded the Washington state seal of biliteracy in the
previous two school years and the | anguages spoken by those students,
to the nunber of students enrolled or previously enrolled in the
transitional bilingual instruction program and the | anguages spoken by
t hose students. The office of the superintendent of public instruction
shall also report the nethods wused by students to denonstrate
proficiency for the Washington state seal of biliteracy, and describe
how the office of the superintendent of public instruction plans to
i ncrease the nunber of possible nmethods for students to denonstrate
proficiency, particularly in world |anguages that are not wdely
spoken.

Passed by the Senate March 10, 2014.

Passed by the House March 6, 2014.

Approved by the Governor March 27, 2014.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 27, 2014.
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