
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5271

As Passed Senate, February 16, 2016

Title:  An act relating to standards adopted by the national fire protection association and the 
state building code council.

Brief Description:  Concerning standards adopted by the national fire protection association and 
the state building code council.

Sponsors:  Senators Roach, Hasegawa, Liias and Benton; by request of Washington State Patrol.

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Government Operations & Security:  1/27/15, 2/03/15 [DP].
Passed Senate:  2/24/15, 44-3; 2/16/16, 33-16.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS & SECURITY

Majority Report:  Do pass.
Signed by Senators Roach, Chair; Benton, Vice Chair; Pearson, Vice Chair; Liias, 

Ranking Minority Member; Dansel, Habib and McCoy.

Staff:  Samuel Brown (786-7470)

Background:  The Office of the State Fire Marshal sits within the Washington State Patrol, 
providing various services to fire districts, government agencies, and the public.  Examples 
of these services include coordination of the state fire service resources for mobilization 
during large scale fires and disasters, fire incident reporting and data collection, fire code 
review and adoption, and construction plan reviews for fire sprinkler and alarm systems.  The 
Office of the State Fire Marshal also regulates the fireworks and sprinkler industries, 
provides instructional programs and high-risk fire training to fire departments and fire 
protection districts, hazardous materials training, and fire prevention education.

Current law requires that the Office of the State Fire Marshal promulgate rules pertaining to 
smoke detection devices, placards for vehicles utilizing alternative fuel sources when the 
National Fire Protection Association has not issued a placard for the vehicle's particular fuel 
source, and the placement of above-ground fuel tanks.

Summary of Bill:  The rules regulating the design, manufacture, and installation of smoke 
detection devices and the placement of above-ground fuel tanks must be promulgated by the 
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State Building Code Council.  The Office of the State Fire Marshal is relieved of the 
responsibility of issuing placards for vehicles utilizing alternative fuel sources.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO:  This is a housekeeping bill.  Current processes 
are redundant and will be moved to the Building Code Council, who have been amenable to 
the change.

Persons Testifying:  PRO:  Rob Huss, WA State Patrol.
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