FINAL BILL REPORT
SB 6145

C42L15E3
Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Delaying for two years the high school graduation requirement of meeting
the state standard on the high school science assessment.

Sponsors: Senators Fraser, Kohl-Welles, Pedersen, Hatfield, Billig, McCoy, Jayapal, Keiser,
Conway, Cleveland, Mullet, Nelson, McAuliffe, Hobbs, Frockt, Liias and Rolfes.

Background: Federal and State Science Assessment Requirements. Under federal and state
law, Washington school districts must assess student achievement on the state science
standards once in the elementary grades, once in the middle school grades, and once in the
high school grades.

State Assessments Required for High School Graduation. Under state law, since 2008
students have been required to meet the state standard on specified statewide high school

assessments to graduate from a Washington public high school. This requirement is in
addition to other state-established high school graduation requirements. Current law requires
that beginning with students in the high school graduating class of 2015 students must also
meet the state standard on the statewide science assessment, which is an end-of-course
biology assessment.

School Calendars. According to the website of the Office of Superintendent of Public
Instruction, the last day of school in the 2014-15 school year for all 295 school districts
occurred in June 2015.

Summary: Legislative intent is provided to delay for no more than two years, but not to
eliminate, the high school graduation requirement of meeting the state standard on the high
school science assessment.

Instead of students in the graduating class of 2015 being required to meet the state standard
on the state science assessment to graduate from high school, the requirement to meet the
state standard on the science assessment is delayed for two years. The delay applies
retroactively to students in the graduating class of 2015. Beginning with the graduating class
of 2017 students must meet the state standard on the state science assessment to graduate
from high school.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Votes on Final Passage:

Third Special Session
Senate 39 5
House &89 1

Effective: October 9, 2015
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